..Serbs to hold referendum 

Jfem Bo«M( R ) r Tk Bosnan Serbs’ self-declared assembly 
,^ottd on Wednesday to bold a referendum on the i»t« f 
.-^wniDind oeaoe cfen for Bosnia. Th«v »!« « • 


them and their Mnslim-Cro^^ A suS 
-©ent «ued fimndie . Scite’ self-dedared capital in Pale and 
dsnflxfled by the Bosnian Sexbnews agency SRNA said the ptan 
-las been deliberately compiled in such a way as to he 
'BflaccwtaijJe for the. Serb side." The 8l-member Serb as sem bly 
has rejected foe plan ranee before (we inside), but to 

consider * again inderhaw; pressure from Serbia and Russia to 
accept ^* proposal. Most Seres interviewed on the street said they 
oppe^.^ p«ce proposals, and complained bitterly 
.that Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic, who has demanded 
Bosnian Serbs accept foe plan, had betrayed them. 
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Riot erupts In Iranian city 

TEHRAN (R) — Riots erupted in the Iranian dty of Oazvin on 
Wednesday after parliament voted down a bill to turn it into a 
province, residents said. "People have set tyres on fire in the 
streets. Windows of banks and government buildings arc 
smashed,'* said a man at a Oazvin hotel reached by telephone. "I 
can bear shooting. It's very chaotic. People have gathered in 
Streets and mosques and there are dashes in the sums. The police 
cannot do anything," he told Reuters from foe dty 150 kilometres 
nort h we s t of Tehran. Parliament rejected a call to create a new 
province wifo foe dty of Oazvin as the regional capital. The 
decision came despite the backing of President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafranjani for the government proposal after be had promised the 
people in the central Iranian city their demands would be met. As 
soon as foe news reached the dty. demonstrators gathered in front 
of the borne of the city’s religious leader urging him to pressure 
parliament to reconsider its ruling, IRNA said. The government 
proposal to create a new province with Oazvin. 130 kilometres of 
here, as the capital was narrowly defeated when 10S deputies 
voted against foe motion. 103 for and 23 abstentions. 
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King returns home after historic step 

Washington Declaration a move towards peace and Jordan’s causes’ 

His Majesty flies over Jerusalem in ‘very emotional experience ’ 

’ Work starts on crossing; 


T re 'ndici^l J 

ajurvTW ‘ 

ns of 2 ' 3y Ayman Al Safiufi 

1e c °uni 0 f e Tjbrrfan Tones Staff Reporter 

t ^ t COun '5 AMMAN — His Majesty 
‘nnenis •_ Eng Hussein returned borne 
° n ?3ge. I), .flam London Wednesday af- 
7 . 1 / , *% a historic visit to the 

, maJtin SEti Jolted States where he 
latements ■ signed the Washington Dec- 
, n Sage. Hr:.jaratibn with Israeli Prime 
n £ l guihy i;- jvjmister Itzhak Rabin and 
* *nat sheVeti announced an end to the 
ca!l girl nr state <rf war between Jordan 
tars ^nd ent, md dm Jewish state, 
ufe- Her trial.- King Hussein, who flew 
which she ;.oyer Israel and die occupied 
■> ve coudc : -West Bank including Jeni- 
\ 0ne of po^.. salem on his way home, said 
ft set to beg- agoin g a peace treaty with 
leidi Fleiss ieV Israel was not a subject of 
uhony Bioti. negotiations at this point, 
ide court stressing that Jordan and 
s the seated : 


Israel were addressing in 
their current talks the issues 
on the common agenda 
signed in Washington Sept. 
14... 

The King told reporters at 
the airport that the recent 
-developments on the 
Jordaman-Isiaeli track of the 
negotiations constituted a 
step towards the “dear goal** 
of bringing about a just and 
comprehensive peace to the 
area as well as addressing the 
“causes of this country and 
flic needs of its people ... 
who put up with more than 
anybody else put up with” in 
the decades of conflict in the 
region. 

‘T cann ot describe my feel- 



ffis Royal 'Highness Crown Prince Hasson receives Their 
Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor upon their return 
home Wednesday (Photo by Yousef A1 ’Allan) 


ings at those moments after a 
long absence (from Jeru- 
salem),” the Kong said in 
response to a question on 
how be felt flying over foe 
Holy Gty on board a civilian 
Jordanian aircraft for the first 
time in 46 years. 

“X am very very moved and 
very very touched. It was a 
very emotional experience 
said foe King, whose plane 
was escorted by eight military 
jets after e n t erin g the Jorda- 
nian airspace. 

When he first entered 
Israeli airspace Mr. Rabin 
got on the radio to' welcome 
the Monarch, telling him that 
foe Washington Declaration 
got an overwhelming vote of 
approval in foe Israeli parlia- 
ment on Wednesday (see 
separate story). 

“Your Majesty, welcome 
to Israel, even though in foe 
air,” Mr. Rabin said. 

The King responded: 
“Prime minister, it ts wonder 
to bear yon and I am very, 
very happy to learn from you 
of foe welcome that the 
Washington Declaration has 
received in foe Knesset.” 

The two leaders spoke ab- 
out the peace process for a 
few minutes before the King 
continued his flight to Am- 
man from London. 

The Kang circled over the 
Haram A1 Sharif Complex, 
winch houses A1 Aqsa Mos- 
que mid the Dome of the 
Rock, the third holiest sites 
in Islam. 

Israel dosed its airspace to 
all other flights and grounded 
any planes crying to take off 
for foe approx im ately 25 mi- 
nutes it took the King to 
transit in the unprecedented 



Knesset approves declaration 


Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor alight from 
the plane on Wednesday upon their return home after visits, 
to Washington and London (Photo by Yousef A I ’ASao) 


flight. 

The symbolic fli gh t was 
arranged when King Hussein 
and Mr. Rabin met in 
Washington July 25. an 
Israeli statement said. It was 
kept secret for security 
reasons. 

King Hussein told repor- 
ters in Amman after arrival: 
“I pray to God that the issue 


* • 

Grown Prince: Arab and Islamic 
civilisation gathered strength from 
interacting with other world cultures 

Transfer of knowledge and sabbaticals for 
research for officials essential for development 


of Jerusalem will be resolved 
in a way that will enable our 
Palestinian brethren to be 
part of foe peace process and 
whereby Jerusalem will be a 
point of understanding and 
peace” between the Palesti- 
nians and the Israelis and the 
Arabs and Israelis in general. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Zaki: 

Jordan’s 


By a judas Times Staff Reporter 
with ag en cy dispatches 

JORDANIAN and IsraeU 
teams on Wednesday started 
work on a border crossing for 
tourists near Aqaba and Eilat 
after agreement was reached 
on foe location in two days of 
talks. 

As bulldozers from both 
sides went to work at foe site, 
some 3.5 kilometres north of 
foe two Red Sea pons, the 
Israeli parliament (Knesset) 
endorsed the Washington 
Declaration that His Majesty 
King Hnssein and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin agned in Washington, 
ending a 46-year state of war 
between Jordan and the Jew- 
ish state. 

The Knesset voted 91-3 in 
favour of foe declaration with 
two abstentions. The rest of 
foe members of the 120- 
member legislature were ab- 
sent. 

Mr. Rabin, bowing to de- 
mands by hardline mid reli- 
gious parties, included in his 
prepared address text strong 
assurances that the peace 
deal would not compromise 
Israel's Jerusalem policy. 

Israel calls occupied East 
Arab Jerusalem past of its 
“united capital.” The' 
Washington Declaration rec- 
ognises Jordan's historic role 
as guardian of Muslim holy 
sites in Jerusalem- 

Mr. Rabin told parliament 


Israel would retain sovereign- 
ly. 

“The government is deter- 
mined that Jerusalem is not a 
subject for bargaining.” be 
said. 

“I insist that in this dec- 
laration there is no conces- 
sion on Jerusalem, which 
cannot be subject to negotia- 
tions Mr. Rabin told the 
Knesset before foe vote. 

“Construction in greater 
Jerusalem will continue in the 
years to come,” be added. 

The reference to Jerusalem 
in the declaration “created a 
stir for nothing because h 
only reflected reality,” Mr. 
Rabin said. 

“For 27 years the Jorda- 
nians have played a role in 
the management of the Mus- 
lim holy sites in Jerusalem,” 
he said. 

Mr. Rabin said Israel will 
retain control over Jewish re- 
Hgkxis sites, particularly the 
western walL 

“During negotiations on 
the final status we will consult 
all Jewish religious institu- 
tions, the ministry of reli- 
gious affairs and the chief 
rabinnate,” be said. 

Mr. Raimi told Knesset 
members King Hussein 
would not have signed the 
declaration if Israel and the 
PUD had not already con- 
cluded foe Sept. 13, 1993 
accord to pave the way for 
limited Palestinian auton- 
omy. 


He added that there was no 
secret deal within the dec- 
laration. 

"The end of the state of 
belligcrance announced m 
this declaration is an interim 
step toward the signing of a 
complete peace treaty,” he 
said. "It is dear that the state 
of war with Jordan is 
finished.” 

The leader of the right- 
wing opposition Likud. Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, lent his 
support to foe declaration. 

The new border terminal in 
the south is to be inaugurated 
Monday by King Hussein. 
Mr. Rabin and visiting U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher. Mr. Christ- 
opher is also expected to 
make the first direct tele- 
phone call between the two 
countries (sec page 2). 

The crossing point initially 
will be open only to foreign 
tourists. 

Jordan on Tuesday had ob- 
jected to foe site, saying that 
it would prejudice the King- 
dom's daim to land on foe 
frontier currently farmed by 
an Israeli agricultural collec- 
tive. 

Israeli officials said that the 
Jordanian team changed its* 
stance on Wednesday after 
being reassured that the land 
claim was still open to nego- 
tiations. 

Jordan also was assured 
that foe site in the desert 
would be temporary. 


47 deputies voice total 
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stand is support of King’s moves 


AMMAN -(J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
PrinceHarian said Wednes- 
day that “one of the major 
reasons for the strength of 
Arab and Mamie civilisation 
» its openness to other cul- 
tures, taking from them, 
rofing and developing and 
absorbing, the movement of 
science apd technology where 
rt ^existed and extending 


hi a keynote address at foe 
opening of “the Second 
Andaman Science week,” the 
®own Prince said that Jor- 
dan and the Arab and Islamic 
*<sMs Were , in need of the 
bwsfer of knowledge from 
t^flde as well as internal 
b^sfer of knowledge. 

V Otherwise what we 
*®«ve in centres and institn- 
“Onswai add to our develop- 
ttjstal burdens instead of 
a % v feiag them,” he said. 

• Prince Hassan . told the 
psstfe&i organised by the 
Jon &nian Armed Forces in 
?9P*ration with foe Higher 
ganc il for Science and 
rechnology, that Jordan and 
“e Arab World “should 
jjjp fr&m the past and go 
foards the future and to 
to utilise resources to 
fell capacity.” 
♦Foll owing are major ex- 
®?Pts of the Crown Prince’s 


j£he convening of the 
^cond Jordanian Science 
Week oomes as a coatmua- 
of the first week held one 
ago. We bad wanted the 
s® 5 * week to act as a develop- 


ed a serious grasp of foe field 
capacities that we can rely on 
in our move towards foe ex- 
ploitation of foe elements of 
our own resources in the de- 
velopmental effort. 

You are all aware that de- 
velopment by definition and 
in implementation implies 
comprebensvess. It is not 
posable to continue foe dis- 
cussion of sectorial develop- 
ment without an overall 
framework through which foe 
balance between capabilities 
and needs can be clarified. 

What mostly preoccupies 
the political elite and de- 
velopmental decision-makers 
in foe countries of-the-Third 
World is the means to move 
society from backwardness to 
progr e ssiveness, with all that 
signifies in theoretical, pro- 
cedural and field require- 
ments. 

In the immensity of this 
preoccupation it slips the 
mind that foe concept of de- 
velopment and the ways to 
gnage it is a dynamic and 
variable concept- We have 
seen this with dazin' in the 
course of foe last four de- 
cades and we have come to 
rely on the concept of human 
resources development, that 
is foe process of expanding 
people's choices as adopted 
by various international in- 
stitutions, foremost among 
them the United Nations De- 
velopment Programme. 

What remains is a con- 
troversial question on the ex- 
tent of state interference in 
the implementation of de- 


and the increasing power of 
international regional institu- 
tions or the increase of foe 
“global content,” in foe man- 
agement of nations. 

We must learn to utilise 
our resources and we cannot 
afford to be a dumping 
ground for unrequired mate- 
rial for foe sake of foe profit 
of a few. We can begin to 
prevent this: First by institu- 
tionalising our purchase proc- 
edure in a complementary 
and coordinative manner and 
second by creating offset pro- 
cedures — in other words, 
reinvesting profits in and for 
Jordan. 

- Let-me-raake it-very clear. 
We are not against en- 
trepreneurs making a profit. 
We are, however, very much 
against foe objective, foe sole 
objective, being profit- 
malting. 

If objective conditions do 
not help us to visualise foe 
capacity of the production of 
high technology in Jordan, 
the factors of our own 
strength open a wide scope 
for foe use of science and 
technology inputs to enhance 
and increase the capacity and 
the competitive edge of eco- 
nomic sectors. In other 
words, there is no doubt that 
we can raise the level of 
Jordanian excellence where- 
ver it is found, in any sector 
or institution, malting it feasi- 
ble where it is not yet a van- 
able. 

This definitely requires 
cohesive plans of action and a 
futuristic vision; whereas the 


and opening horizons for the 
practice of diligence and con- 
cern with innovation and con- 
structive initiative. 

It is easy for all those with 
virion to distinguish the 
direct impact of science and 
technology on the develop- 
mental process and its reflec- 
tion on foe evolution of 
societies. My direct query to 
this is: TUI when will we keep 
talking of the achievements 
of foe Korean example and 
the experience of Singapore, 
Taiwan -and Malaysia and 
others in foe technology field 
without putting to the test 
whether we can select a part 
from their experience -suit- 
able to our situation and put 
it into implementation? 

We may be in need, more 
than ever, for comprehensive 
and profound evaluation 
programmes aimed at iden- 
tifying the strengths in what 
we have achieved so we may 
build upon it. 

Permit me to share wifo 

r )u some of the thoughts that 
hope we may discuss with a 
team spirit and develop into 

formulas: 

Firstly: Discussion of 
national policies and 
strategies for science and 
technology will remain 
wiShes if there is no move to 
set a specific time frame for 
them. I think that small task 
forces should be formed in 
our related ministries and in- 
stitutions wifo the responsi- 
bility of continuous com- 
munication and coordination 
with the Higher Council for 


clear on 
Jerusalem 

SANAA (R) — A senior 
Palestinian official said the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) would not be 
drawn into a dispute with 
Jordan over Jerusalem. 

Abbas Zalri, member of 
foe Central Committee of 
PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat’s Fateh faction said 
Israelis “are frying to stir an 
inter-Arab battle (over Jeru- 
salem) and we are not going 
to be drawn into it." 

Mr. Zaki, in Sanaa for 
talks with Yemeni officials. 
Told Reuters that a PLO 
delegation would visit Am- 
man shortly for further coor- 
dination “with Jordanian 
brothers to ensure the Arab 
performance will be free 
_from differences that can be- 
nefit foe enemy." 

The PLO has expressed 
concern to the United nations 
over a clause in a declaration 
signed by Jordan and Israel in 
July that recognises a special 
role for King Hussein in Jeru- 
salem’s Muslim holy places. 

Mr. Zaki said: “What we 
understood is that this (role) 
deals with religious jurisdic- 
tion and there is nothing new 
in this regard since Jordan is 
in charge of Awqaf and foe 
holy sites.” 

"Had this been the final 
stage of deciding to whom 
Jerusalem belongs, it would 
have been a different matter, 
but we are not in this final 
stage yet," Mr. Zaki said. 

He added that “the enemy 
is trying to raise controversial 
issues to divide Palestinian 
and Arab ranks. This will not 
happen.” 

On Monday, Mr. Arafat 
called for immediate talks on 
the status of the Holy City, 
but this was rejected by 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin as "demand to 
break the agreement" 


AMMAN (Petra) — Forty 
seven deputies in the 80-seat 
Lower House of Parliament 
on Wednesday expressed 
their total support ana loyalty 
to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s steps aimed at regain- 
ing Jordanian national rights 
in land and water and to- 
wards establishing just, dur- 
able aud comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East. 

The expression of support 
was contained in cables the 
King received. One of the 
cables came from foe Nation- 
al Action Front (NAF) 
grouping the following de- 
puties: Sheikh Abdul Baqi 
Gammo, Nader Abu Sha'ar, 
Abdul Majeed A] Azzam, 
Mifleh Harahsbeh, Khaled 
Ajarmeh, Hatem Ghzawi, 
Fawaz Zoubi, Farah Rabadi, 
Ahmad Qudah, Hani Ht- 
jazin, Mifleh Lawzi, Ratib 
Sa’oud, Kashim Dabbas, 
Faw 2 i Toaimeb, Taha 
Habahbeh. Fayad Jarrar and 
Abdul Hadi Majali. 

The 17 deputies supported 
the “honourable stand of His 
Majesty King Hussein 
through which wisdom and 
responsibility are revealed.” 

They pledged support for 
the Washington Declaration 
considering it “a first step 
towards achieving just and 


honourable peace for future 
generations to accept and 
safeguard.” 

The 12 members of foe 
Democratic Parliamentary 
Alliance (DP A) sent a similar 
cable of support in which 
they praised King Hussein's 
wise leadership and reaffirms 
their faith in His Majesty's 
leadership and described the 
Monarch as “a lion bolding 
foe sword of challenge, sup- 
porting the Palestinian peo- 
ple ana their cause and bold- 
ing on firmly to the national 
rights of Jordan and holding 
high the banner of Arab Na- 
tion.” 

DPA members include 
Samir Kawar, Aref 
Bataynch. Ibrahim Shehdeh, 
Anwar Hadid. Ali Abu 
Ragheb. Saleh She’watah. 
Abed Mousa Nahar, Munir 
Soubar, Sae'd Hayel Srour. 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, Ham- 
mad Abu Jamoos and Saleh 
Irsheidat. 

Deputy Jamal Khreisha, 
leader of foe nine-member 
National Bloc, sent a cable of 
support pledging loyalty to 
King Hussein and expressing 
support for His Majesty's 
“brave and honourable 
stands aiming at securing Jor- 
dan’s full rights in water and 
land and in safeguarding foe 


Islamic holy places in J^.u- 
salem.” 

National Bloc members 
are: Abdul Ra’ouf Rawab- 
deh, Mohammad Thowsicb. 
Jamil Hishosh. Samih A! 
Farah and Fayad Jarrar. 

King Hussein also received 
a cable of support from 12 
independent members of Par- 
liament in which they blessed 
His Majesty’s moves aiming 
at protecting Jordan and its 
national rights. The deputies 
are: Abdul Razzj, 
Tubeishat. A wad Khleifat. 
Nazieh Ammarin. Moham- 
mad Abu Olaim. Mahmoud 
Hweimel, Mohammad 
Dawodich. Abdul Majid 
Qutash, Samir Hahashnch, 
Mohammad Hunieti. Jamal 
Saraireh and Jamal Hoshosh. 

King Hussein also received 
cables of support and appre- 
ciation from heads of the 
refugee camps service com- 
mittees in Jordan. The cables 
came from the committees of 
Hiteen. Irbid. Sukhneh. 
Souf, Jerash. Wihdat, Bc- 
qa’a, and AI Hussein camps. 

They expressed their full sup- 
port for His Majesty’s steps 
that aim at “emphasising the 
issue of the refugees in Jor- 
dan and the protective role of 
the Hashemites in the holy 
places in Jerusalem.” 


We salute your genuine efforts 
for implementing 
a Just and Lasting Peace. 
May "Normality and Humanity" 
prevail soon in all our region. 


WELCOME HOME YOUR MAJESTIES 
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USAID helps Jordan’s 
postpartum project 



AMMAN (J.T.) - An 
agreement between the 
government of Jordan and 
the U.S. Agency for In- 
ternational Development 
(USAID) granting Jordan 
an initial 54 million out of 
a total of $11 million for a 
five-year comprehensive 
postpartum project was 
signed in the ministry of 
planning Wednesday by 
u.S. Ambassador Wesley 
Egan. USA7D Acting 
Director William D. 
McKinney and Minister of 
Planning Hisham Khadb. 

The five-year project 
seeks to improve mother 
and child care services 
and reduce unwanted fer- 
tility. a U.S. Information 
Service press release said- 

Postpartum is the 40- 
day period which im- 
mediately follows child 
delivery. The project will 
establish postpartum cen- 
tres throughout the King- 
dom in selected hospitals 
of the Ministry of Health, 
the Royal Medical Service 
and in universities where 
pregnant women will 
come for regular check- 
ups from pregnancy 
through delivery, and for 
mother and child-care ser- 
vices after giving birth and 


through the postpartum 
periodT 

The project will address 
the special needs of 
mothers during this critic- 
al period and mere will be 
strong emphasis on 
breast-feeding and on 
identification and care of 
high-risk pregnancies. 

Services offered will in- 
clude a constellation of 
related care before, dur- 
ing and after child birth; a . 
specially designed prog- 
ramme for mother and 
child care during the post- 
partum period; informa- 
tion and services on birth 
sparing; and check ups for 
infants at the same time 
and in the same place so 
services are as convenient 
as possible for mothers j 
and their children. The 
project will benefit an 
estimated 350.000 
mothers and children 
under one year of age in 
Jordan, the press release 
said. 

In addition to the post- 
partum centres, the pro- 
ject will support mother 
and child care services 
offered by the Soldier's 
Family Welfare Society in 
Zarqa. 
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A BRIEF GUIDE TO GEMSTONES 


Here is a simple guide to 
shopping crystals and gem- 
stones for total health and 
beauty: 

AMETHYST: for protec- 
tion and spiritual' attune- 
ment. It reduces mental 
tension and induces dream. 
.'.QUAMARINE: Lifts 
W.e spirit and calms the 
nerves. Aids in communica- 
tion. 

BLOODSTONE: For pain 
and sadness. It is good for 
ridding maladies without 
really confronting them. 
CAKNELIAN: A ground- 
ing stone. It firmly anchors 
ideas and inspiration, 
alleviates absent-minded- 
ness and mental confusion. 
■: is g ood for circulation. 
CITRINE: The storehouse 
of your personal power. 
Strengthens self-confi- 
dence, will, and creative 
powers. 

DIAMONDS: A symbol of 
'onstancy and serenity. 
EMERALD: A heart 
stone. Enhances healing 
and b alanc ing. 

GARNET: Inspires love 
and devotion. Stimulates 


the blood flow and cleanses 
toxins from the body. 
HERMATITE: Ground 
and balances the energy be- 
tween our mental, physical 
and spiritual energies. 
LAPIS LAZULLI: A 
power stone. A mental and 
spiritual cleanser. Relieves 
throat congestion, swelling, 
and nervousness. 
MALACHITE: Draws out 
pain; an all-purpose healing 
stone. Also known as the 
‘male warrior’ stone. Can 
bring assertiveness and a 
sense of self. 

PYRITE: A grounding 
stone. Also known and 
used as a money magnet. 
RUBY: Is a heart centre 
stone. Strengthens the will 
and gives courage to the 
wea rer. 

SAPPHIRE: Aids in gain- 
ing wisdom and enha n ces 
communications; the white 
helps in manifesting abund- 
ance on a physical level; the 
yellow stimulates creativity. 
TURQUOISE: Stimulates 
communication, brings ba- 
lance and general good 
health. 








KNESSET DEBATE: Israeli Premier Yitzhak Rabat (right) 
ami his Foreign Minister S Mmnn Peres laugh, reacting to 
opposition and Lftnd party leader Benjamin Netanyahu 


d ur ing the Knesset debate Wednesday an the to*. 
Jordanian agreement (see page one) (AFP photo) 


Politicians, reformers lock horns 
in power struggle in autonomy 


CRYSTAL CLEAR FACTS 

BY ZIAD DAJANI reason for this resurgence 


By Mariam M. Sbahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Less than two 
months after the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
set vm headquarters in Gaza 
and Jericho, die first signs of 
power struggle between tra- 
ditional politicians and refor- 
mers are surfacing. 

Reports from die self-role 
areas indicate that a power 
struggle between members of 
the PNA are taking both in 
the farming communities of 
Jericho and the transport sec- 
tor in Gaza and over the 
treatment of the Palestinian 
press. 

While the forced closure of 
the A1 Nahar daily, one of 
only two daily newspapers in 
the self-rule and occupied 
areas, has received some in- 
ternational press coverage, 
other disputes have received 
almost no attention. 

One of the most prominent 
debates between the PNA 
and local residents is a far- 
mers depute in Jericho over 
equitable water distribution 
which culminated in the dis- 
missal this week of the depu- 
ty assistant to the PNA in 
Jericho district, Mnnther 
Irsheid, by PNA President 
Yasser Arafat 

Mr. Irsbeid had started a 
more equitable water sharing 
programme for residents, far- 
mers and businesses in 
Jericho by limiting water in- 


take of two major water con- 
sumers in the town. Upon the 
request of local residents Mr. 
Irsheid began a new. water 
channelling programme in 
Jericho in bis capacity as de- 
puty assistant to the local 
government 

When Mr. Irsheid sought 
to- involve members of the 
Palestinian police force in the 
scheme, Haj Ismafl, bead of 
the security forces in Jericho, 
withdrew police support for 
the re-cbannelling of water. 

The two main water con- 
sumers, the Muslamani 
brothers, a landowning fami- 
ly which runs farms mid the 
Qurnntai Restaurant re- 
ceived “favourable” treat- 
ment from the Israeli author- 
ities when they still ruled 
Jericho, according to Jericho 
town residents. 

The Qurontal Restaurant 
was consuming two inches of 
water while Legally it was only 
allotted Vi an inch. Mr. 
Irsheid turned down the taps 
on the Muslamani farms and 
the .Qumntal. restaurant 
down. The Mnslamanis 
appealed to a local judge, 
who upheld Mr. bsfaeid's de- 
cision as legal. Then the 
Palestinian minister of jus- 
tice, Gaza-based Freib Abu 
Midein, overturned the 
judge’s decision and fired the 
judge. 

PNA Munster for Local 
Affairs Saeb Erekat stepped 
in to maintain the status quo. 


When Mr. Irsbeid and town 
residents protested the firing 
of the judge, Mr. Irsbeid was 
unceremoniously fired on the 
order of Mr. Arafat. 

Now residents say the PNA 
also favours the Muslamani 
brothers and the owners of 
the Qurontal Restaurant over 
other local residents because 
the two now cater to the 
PNA. 

“They are always with 
whoever is in power. The 
problem is that every new 
power or authority that com- 
es in uses the same methods 
and allies itself to the same 
kinds of folk which are basi- 
cally on-democratic and un- 
fair to the people,” said Abu 
Jamal, a Jericho businessman 
and a sympathiser of the 
Popular Front for foeLi be ra- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP). 

But favoritism and nepot- 
ism are not limited to the 
Jericho self-rule enclave. In 
the Gazan town of Khan 
Younis, the town's Attorney 
General Khaled Qiidwah, a 
relative of Mr. Arafat, cre- 
ated a scandal in' late Jnly 
when he granted 80 tans in 
Khan Younis permission to 
transport Gazan workers to 
Jerusalem. 

According to an agreement 
between the PNA and the 
Israeli authorities 100 taxis 
from Gaza would receive per- 
mits to travel from Gaza to 
Jerusalem daily to transport 
Gazan labourers who work in 


Israel. 

When Mr. Qudwah man- 
aged to procure 80 of the 100 
given permits for tans from 
Khan Younis, the rest of the 
taxi offices and drivers in 
Gaza protested. . 

“It is unthinkable that all 
of Gaza gets only 20 permits 
while Khan Younis taxi 


while 
offices 
oka tc 


80 ” Naiem Hand- 
the Jordan Tunes 


during a telephone interview 
from Gaza Wednesday. 

“This is favoritism and 
nepotism of the worst kind,” 
said Mr. Handoka, the owner 
of the Emad Tours taxi, die 
most pro mi ne n t taxi service 
in Gaza City. 

Popular opinion been un- 
able to overturn the unpopu- 
lar PNA decisions thus far. 

PNA Monster of Informa- 
tion and Culture Yasser 
Abed Rabbo was aghast ab- 
out the closure order against 
A1 Nahar newspaper, accord- 
ing; -to =the-' spokesman -of 
FIDA'in Aihinan, the politic- 
al ; party Mr. Abed Rabbo 
heads. “The : minister of in- 
formation was not consulted 
nor informed about the clo- 
sure order against A! Nahar. 
When be found out he pro- 
tested to the PNA presi- 
dent,” said the Amman- 
based spokesman of FIDA, 
Saleh Raafat. Protests 
against the order from local 
and international organisa- 
tions have been to no avail. 


Arafat rivals seize Fateh office in Lebanon 


SIDON (AP) — Armed 
Palestinian dissidents, firing 
in the air, seized the two 
main offices of Yasser Ara- 
fat’s mainstream Fateh fac- 
tion in Lebanon’s largest re- 
fugee camp during die night, 
police reported Wednesday. 

A police statement said the 
men, followers of dissident 
leader Colonel Munir Mak- 
dah, stormed the offices in 
die Ain A1 Hilweh shanty- 
town on the outskirts of tbs 
sou them port city shortly be- 
fore midnight (2100 GMT 
Tuesday). 

Arafat loyalists in the 
building surrendered without 
a fight and no casualties were 
reported. 

The Lebanese army, which 
controls all die entrances into 
‘Eiu AI Hilweh. did not inter- 
vene, police reported. 

“We’re clipping Arafat’s 
wings,” said Col. Makdah, 
who was the Fateh guerrilla 
commander in the camp until 
he rebelled against the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) chairman for signing a 


peace accord with Israel 
Sept. 13, 1993. 

Police said the seizures 
weakened the PLO’s grip on 
’Ain Al Hilweh, a long-time 
Arafat power base. Fateh is 
the PLO’s largest faction. 

OH. Makdah told repor- 
ters the bloodless takeover 
was coordinated with 10 anti- 
Arafat Palestinian factions 
backed by Syria. These 
groups oppose the peace 
accord. 

The dissident leader said 
be has ordered Arafat loyal- 
ists to stop carrying weapons 
or to patrol the camp, which 
has a population of about 
60,000. 

It is the largest of 13 camps 
in Lebanon which house 
some 200,000 Palestinian re- 
fugees registered with the 
United Nations. Another 
200,000 Palestinians live out- 
side the camps. 

Col. Makdah’s followers 
have been scrapping with 
Arafat supporters since 
September. The office sei- 
zures indicated that Col. 


Makdah and the Syrian- 
backed hardliners have de- 
cided to wrest control of the 
refugee camps in south Leba- 
non. 

It was not immediately 
dear whether the Fateh fight- 
ers will heed Col. Makdah’s 
orders. If they do. Col. Mak- 
dah’s forces are likely to try 
to seize control of three other 
camps around lyre south of 
Sidon. 

The takeover by the dissi- 
dents is not likely to have a 
serious impact on Mr. Ara- 
fat’s efforts to establish self- 
rule in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. . 

Most of his hard-core fight- 
ers have been withdrawn 
from South Lebanon to 
undergo training to join bis 
Palestinian police force. 

Col. Makdah also 
announced that his men have 
detained three people who 
allegedly issued a statement 
July 22 indirectly claiming 
responsibility for two bomb- 
ings in Latin America last 


month cm behalf of a sup- 
posedly Muslim fun- 
damentalist group called 
Ansarollah. 

One hundred people were 
killed in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, July 18 when a 
car-bomb exploded outside a 
Jewish centre. Another 21 
people were slain m the 
bombing of a Panamanian 
airliner the following day.. 

’ Col. Makdah said the three 
men were Arafat loyalists 
from Fateb and bad been 
ordered “to issue the state- 
ment ... by Arafat's people in 
Gaza.” 

He said be may hand over 
tiie men to Lebanese author- 
ities after they had been in- 
terrogated. 

It was not dear why Col. 
Makdah detained the men. 
But it could be that he acted 
on instructions from Damas- 
cus to bolster the contention 
by the Beirut government 
and the Iran-backed Hizbol- 
lah, that Ansarollah does not 
exist. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lebanon frees bombing suspect 

BERLIN (R) — Berlin justice authorities said on Tuesday 
tbatUbanonh^^ 

sought by Germany over a 1986. bomb attack on U& 
sokfiere m a Berlin disco. Frank Thiel, spokesman fa 
Berifr* justice ministry, said Interool m Bcuut taj 
informed the munstry that Jassir Shradji, for whomBerto 
prosecutors asued an arrest warrant m 1990, had been set, 
fee -from jail. The Palestinian, who tod worked m Ubmfe 
embassy in East Berlin, is suspected of ptaymgatea&ig: 
role m foe April 1986 attack on the La Belle dtscothequfc: 
which was popular with U.S. sokhos. Three peopte wen 
killed and more than 200, inducting many off-duty U.S. 
servicemen, injured. Then PresKtem RonaW Ra^i, 
blamed Libya for the attack, and sent U.S. planes to bomb 
Tripoli in retaliation. Mr. Thiel said the decision to set Mr. 
Shradji free was “extremely negative. He said it gravely 
reduced the chances of bringing a key bombing suspect to 
trial in Germany. Mr. Shradji is also accused of murdenng, 
a Libyan dissident in Bertra m 1984. 

U.S.-Kuwait stage war games 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — U.S. and Kuwa it stage d jointf 
military exercises Tuesday, the fo nrtfa an mversary of th? 
Iraq* invasion, in what its defence m iniste r described as *, 
warning to Baghdad against future aggression. “We hope; 
the Iraqi regime -ba^ go* the -message, - said Defenc£< 
Minis ter Ahmad Hammud Al Jaber Al Sabah. Knwaq 
will not hesitate to defend itself in case of aggression. The 
U_S ambassador, Ryan Crocker, said his country jmd 
Kuwait had the capacity to keep the peace m the Gulf. Two. 
giant B-52 bombers, of the type which blasted Iraq during; 
the 1991 Gulf war, were used in the manoeuvres, staged 
under the Kuwaiti-U.S. defence pact signed in i “ 

1991; “The B-52s which took part in the liberation 
Kuwait are ready to come back if (Iraq) does not 
the sovereignty of our country,” a Kuwaiti officer said, 
declining to be named. Around 150 soldiers from both , 
countries took part in the exercises, with tanks and F-18 
warplanes, in the Adi Al Khilla area near the Iraqi border; 
north of Kuwait Gty. 

Egypt accuses West of double standard . 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s foreign minister has accused the 
West of applying a doable standard by failing to halt 
Bosnian Sero agpession against Muslims after the Serbs- 
turned down an international peace plan. Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa made die statement two days before Egypt an4 
other majority-Islamic nations will meet in Geneva ttr, 
discuss the situation in Bosnia. Mr. Musa said the West’s 
failure to act against the Bosnian Serbs increased the belief; 
among peoplem the Third World “that there exists a policy , 
of double standards.” He said: “A lack of serious andj 
immediate confrontation of the Serbs and their aggression 
is once again apparent.” The Serbs cannot be allowed to go,- 
on in this fashion, while the (U.N-) Security. Council,, 
confronts other countries more severely." Many Muslims, 
complain the West bad done little to protect Bosnia’s 
Muslims while much tougher standards are applied against. 
Iraq for its invasion of Kuwait.- In April 1992, Bosnian, . 
Serbs launched a war after Muslim and Croat communities' 
moved to secede from Serb-dominated Yugoslavia. An- 
estimated 200,000 people are. dead or missing in ther- 
conflicL .... 

Rabin bows to ultra-orthodox protest oyer .dig 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin"; 
on Tuesday ordered. a halt to an archaeological (fig after" 
thousands of ultra-orthodox Jews staged a demonstration; 
to protest that tombs were being desecrated. “When I 
. understood that there .was a risk- of a riot, I ordered a 
suspension of the work to see if we could find a solution,’*, 
tiie prime minister said over Israeli Television. Foliticat* 
analysts said he wanted to avoid a confrontation with 
religious parties, one of which, the Shass, could rejoin his 
government coalition. Charging that ancient Jewish tombs? 
were being desecrated, thousands of ultra-orthodox Jews; 
demonstrated against the dig in Modiim, 30 kilometres, 
west of Jerusalem. Judaism forbids the opening or disturb 1 ' 
ance of tombs which it considers sacred, often leading to 
new roads around Jerusalem having to be diverted. - ~ 

Israelis complain about Canadian policy": 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli officials are disputing a Canadian; 
policy that accords refugee status to some Israelis from the- 
former Soviet Union on grounds of discrimination in the 
Jewish state. Israeli foreign ministry spokesman RafT 
Gamzn said on Tuesday that in tiie last three years,' 
hundreds of Jewish newcomers from the former Soviet 
Union married to non-Jews had left for Cao^ da aJQeging- 
dtscnmmation in Israel. He said 150 moved last year^ 
making u se of a jury-like Canadian immigration round!- to 
plead for refugee status. In one. case a couple daimnH to 
have been forced to attend synagogue while living m Israeli*- 
. . saj ti. It is absurd and ridiculous that holders of" 1 
otizenship in an open Western democracy like Israel are 
benefiting from tiie .status of refugee in Canada, another*. 
Western democracy,” he said. — 

Israel slams papal knighthood for Waldheim 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel said Tuesday it wanted an*’ 
explanation from the Vatican for Pope John Paul Us 
ticosion to award a papal knighthood to former U.N-" 
Secretary General Kurt Waldheim, who is of 

involvement in Nazi war crimes. The row has blown up* 
six weeks after Israel and the Vatican established 
diplomatic relations on June 15. “We are astounded and* 
indignant at the strange decision to award such an honour’ 
recognition to as controversial a figure, as Kurt 
waldheun, foreign ministry spokesman Raphael GanrnT 
said. r« 
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Te mpera t ure s win rise slightly 
but continue to be below avenge 
with winds northwesterly moderate 
to active. In Aqaba, wmds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

MinTMax. temp. 

Amman 18/30 

Aqaba - — 24 /38 

Deserts 16/33 

Jordan Valley 23/37 

Yesterday’s high t empera tures: 
'Amman 29 Aqaba .35, Humidity 
reafinpR Amman 36 per cent. 
Aqaba 22 per cent. 
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AMMAN: 
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Dr. Yousef Rasbed 

Dr. Mustafa HanaDab - 

firas pharmacy 
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Nairoajh pharmacy 
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ZARQA: 

Dr. Al Faqih ..... 906130 
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Telephone Information 
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Water Authority 680100 
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Company 636381 
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Zarqa National Hospital 
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Ibn Sma Hospital (09)986732 
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AQABA: 

Princes HspHoqinl (ffipttlll 
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Jordan-Israel telephone lines 
could be opened next week 


• bSs *5 
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fi" EDUCATION: Prime Minis ter Abdul Salam MqjaH 
.ednesday -addresses a meeting of educationists at the 
Hmsfa-v of Education on the need to stimulate the rote of 


schools to ensure development of the Jordanian society. The 
meeting was attended by Education Minister Abdul Raonf 
A1 Rawabdeh (Petra photo) 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Telephone 
lines between Jordan and 
Israel could be opened as 
early as next week with the 
issuance of a government 
decision in line with the 
Washington Declaration 
signed by His Majesty King 
Hussein and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on 
July 25, officials said 
Wednesday. 

They said the Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
(TCC), which has been 
studying its options of link- 
ing phone lines with the 
Palestinian territories after 
the signing of Israeli- 
Paiestinian autonomy deal 
in September, had finalised 
all technical preparations 
for the opening of tbe 
phone lines with Israel. 

Telecommunications 
Minister Hashem Dabbas 
was quoted as saying by the 
Associated Press that “we're 
technically ready to open 
the lines. We're awaiting a 
political decision from die 


higher levels on the tim- 
ing.” 

Officials said the Council 
of Ministers had not taken 
up discussing the issue as a 
formal topic, but a decision 
could be taken in one ses- 
sion of the Cabinet and the 
lines could become oper- 
ational next week. 

They said a possibility 
was the formal opening of 
the lines along with the 
inauguration of a border 
crossing near Aqaba and 
Eilat in a meeting attended 
by King Hussein. Mr. Rabin 
and U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher on 
Aug. 8. 

Experts pointed out that 
the opening of the lines was 
a relatively simple Technical 
procedure since all other 
international infrastructure 
for direct dialing exist in 
both countries. “It will take 
only the flick of a switch,” 
said one expert. 

Israel opened its side of 
the dialing facility more 
than a year ago in a un- 
ilateral move rejected by 
Jordan. 


“We have been studying 
the various options avail- 
able to us ever since Israel 
and the PLO (Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation) 
signed tbe autonomy agree- 
ment,” said a senior offi- 
cial. “Our focus was on a 
linkage between the 
Palestinian territories and 
Jordan.” 

However 1 , such a linkage 
no longer seems to be in 
tbe cards in view of the 
apparent apathy of the 
PLO leadership in cooper- 
ating with Jordan, political 
observers say. 

With the arrangement 
with Israel, calls to the 
Palestinian self-rule areas 
as well as the rest of the 
occupied West Bank have 
to go through the Israeli 
switchboard.” The Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) is seeking a sepa- 
rate international dialing 
code and a separation of 
the phone lines in the ter- 
ritories from the Israeli sys- 
tem. 

At present, subscribers 
on both sides of the river 


could call each other 
through systems set up in 
Cyprus, some European 
countries and the United 
States. But such calls are 
not authorised by the gov- 
ernment of Jordan. 

For some weeks last 
year, callers from the occu- 
pied territories as well as 
Israel could dial Jordan 
direct, but the system was 
terminated on the Israeli 
side for internal reasons, 
repons from Israel said. 

Opening direct dialing 
between Jordan and Israel 
is part of a series of the 
measures stipulated in the 
Washington Declaration. 
Others include the opening 
of border crossing for third 
country nationals and link- 
ing the power grids of the 
two countries so that they 
could help each other to 
meet peak-hour demands. 

“Unking the power grids 
is not going to be an over- 
night affair.” said another 
source. "It needs proper 
studies on the pros and 
cons, and preparations that 
could take some time.” 


Armenian folklore troupe 
shares world of dance 


standard 

‘as accused,* 


J By. |ngham Tamimi 
’Special to the Jordan Times 


'AMMAN- — It was a tour 
jreimMiS ^<Tlh'e world. At the 
lArwaris Theatre in Jerash. 
in cSSP® lA JeeFAT Jadeed Cultural 
aid thM? * fclifo Troupe of Armenian 
if|JSlote : performed 18 
S™** ifes taken from various 
seri^S tfrittfifthe world Tuesday 
^ Wednesday nights. 
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‘tftought.that they would be 
introduced to Armenian 
4$kore.on]y. But, surpri- 
Jeel A1 Jadeed 
[Eraser amazed the aedi- 
jehre by performing a Rus- 
sflD sailors’ dance, a gyp- 
■sfes’ dance, a classical 
S&ropean dance, a tango, a 
flamenco, an Iraqi folkloric 


orphaned. Tbe dance re- 
flected the loss children felt 
after the incident. 

The Armenian troupe 
originally belongs to A1 
Jeel A1 Jadeed Society in 
Aleppo, Syria, which was 
founded 70 years ago. The 
management of the society, 
having a choral theatre pre- 
viously, had provided all 
resources to establish this 
Armenian popular dancing 
group. 

The leader and choreog- 
rapher of the troupe Abra- 
ham Kostanian, 38, worked 
with different other groups 
before establishing this one 
in. 1984. He studied classic- 
al ballet and folkloric dance 
for eight years at tbe High- 
er Institute of Gassical Bal~ 


Jkmenco, an Iraqi folkloric let and Folklore Dances in 

i: ^i€ba former Soviet Union, 

feiM^ftimeruan' dances. In '^My moto in life is to 
l WfitMOithe- attendees 4is- -*? raise-the foUdoric art to tbe 


$neu two Lebanese 
6^ngs^:ope of . which was a 
wng hjjjFairuz. 
ftwitii-colourful dresses 
£ad elegant movements, 
ue 3^oancers swayed on 
njc stage as smooth as but- 
terfh'es^ The audience was 
^pJaudihg to the same 
musical, Junes, and when 
tffey ^comprehended the 
froths approach, they be- 
fean asking loudly for some 
fped& requests, 
i The "‘Thrace of Destruc- 
tion” : was excellently per- 
formed 'Tjy an eighl-year- 
trffi giri-^t symbolised the 
[389 earthquake in Arme- 
nia in.'wjxich about 25,000 
wopte dud and numerous 
fnildje^n were left 


level of ballet and make it 
as respected as it should 
be,” Mr. Kostanian told 
the Jordan Times. *T ap- 
plied this idea in my field of 
study. Any subject and any 
story can be translated into 
a folkloric dance. For this 
reason, I am trying to pre- 
sent as many international 
dances as I can.” 

There was no exact or 
clear scale upon which 
these pieces were chosen. 
“Whenever I hear a music- 
al piece that arouses my 
feelings, I begin searching 
for a dance design to match 
it," said Mr. Kostanian. “It 
is very important, I think, 
to unify the subject matter 
with the selected piece of 


music and tbe dance.” 

Each dance presented on 
the stage required special 
costumes which can be very 
expensive. “Usually, 
women members of A1 Jeel 
A1 Jadeed Society volun- 
teer to sew ail the cos- 
tumes. While' the men fi- 
nance tbe group. So, 1 it is a 
small world and a big fami- 
ly,” said Mr. Kostanian. 

The full troupe compris- 
es 500 dancers and has a 
completely new program- 
me annually, said Mr. 
Kostanian. Each program- 
me needs nine months to 
master, and during the re- 
maining three months' of 
the year, the troupe per- 
forms those pieces. 

The troupe has partici- 
pated in ..may. festivals .in- ■. 
eluding ^the International- 
Busra . Festival in Datnas-; 
cus* Bait .Al- Deen i« 
Beirut, and other festivals 
in Cyprus, Greece, and the 
former Soviet Union. 

Each dancer, Mr. Kosta- 
nian said, needs three to 
four years of practice to 
become professional. For 
this reason, they should 
join the troupe at the age of 
14 in order to excel at the 
age of 18. Nearly all of 
them are students, others 
work in jewellery or other 
jobs. 

The Artemis Theatre 
stage was so narrow for Al 
Jeel Al Jadeed perform- 
ance. It did not allow them 
to move freely. They would 
have presented other more 
complicated dances if 
staged on a larger set. 
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anqt on Friday at the 
>h Festival of Culture 

Arts. 

wfiat could" prove to be 
ectacular event of 
festival. Maestro 
■Fffliouri, ihe NMC 
. will conduct both 
es, along with a 50- 
+!» - - 


member choir. He will be 
assisted by Hiroshi Maeda, 
Majed Sayyed and Sarnia 
Ghannoum. 

Overall 120 musicians will 
display a colourful palette of 
varied, carefully selected 
pieces. 

The attractive, unusual 
programme, professionally 
wrapped in a “show busi- 
ness” package will include 
well-known classical opera 
overtures, excerpts from 
Gustav Holst suite, "The 
Planets”, medleys from A.L. 
Webber's “Phantom of the 
Opera", special arrange- 
ments of pop songs (Mariah 
Carey, Bryan Adams, Billy 
Joel),' as -well as box office 
cartoon hits like Aladdin, the 


Little Mermaid and Beauty 
and the Beast. 

Arabic pieces from Toufik 
El Basha, Elias Rahbani and 
Mohammad Abdel Wahab 
will also be performed. 
However, the final work, 
Tchaikovsky’s “1812 Over- 
ture” promises to end the 
show with a striking note. It 
will be accompanied by live 
fireworks. 

Tbe show is directed by 
Jordanian Kamel Hashem 
who has made available a 
giant screen on which high- 
fights from the operas and 
movies will be displayed dur- 
ing the performance which 
will take place at the Artemis 
Theatre. 


Doctors pledge to protect, encourage and support breastfeeding 


By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — As part of 
Jordan's observance of 
World Breastfeeding Week 
(Aug. 1-7), doctors from 
the Ministry of Health, 
signed a pledge to “protect, 
encourage and support” 
the natural way of feeding, 
as part of their responsibil- 
ity towards the welfare of 
the child and the society as 
a whole. - 

At a ceremony organised 
by the United Nations Chil- 
dren's Fund (UNICEF) 
and the Ministry of Health, 
presided over oy Minister 
of Health Aref Batayneh 
and with the participation 
of the World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO), non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions (NG.psK . doctors 
from epoyaje. sector , 
wo me organisations and 
mothers, Akram Nshewat, 
head of the Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology Department 
and chief of staff at the 
Ministry of Health, read 
the pledge which was later 
signed by the doctors pre- 
sent. 

It is the third year that 
this international week is 
observed. Each year World 
Breastfeeding Week takes 
up an important theme to 
help protect, promote and 


support breastfeeding. This 
year focuses on the Inter- 
national Code of Market- 
ing of Breastfeeding, which 
was adopted in 1981 by the 
World Health Assembly as 
a tool to protect breast- 
feeding from “aggressive 
advertising and harmful 
marketing practices of in- 
fant feeding products," 
said Victoria Riaip, UN- 
ICEF area representative. 

Stressing that the breast- 
feeding culture is part of 
the child-caring culture of 
Jordan, Ms. Riaip pledged, 
in the name of UNICEF to 
protect this culture and 
maintain the strong bond- 
ing relationship that de- 
velops between mother and 
child during breastfeeding. 

Both Ms. Riaip and 
Omar Suleiman, WHO 
representative in Jordan, 
presented -the- benefits* of .■.* 
breastfeeding to* mother - 
and child.- Supporting, his; . 
argument with statistics. 
Dr. Suleiman said children 
who are breasfed are 
bound to be eighth to 10 
times more clever and 10 
times less prone to suffer- 
ing from different illnesses 
than those who are bottle- 
fed with substitutes for 
mother milk. 

Dr. Batayneh said his 
ministry has been involved 
in the breastfeeding cam- 
paign as every doctor rec- 
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Minister of Health Aref Batayneh (second to left m UNICEF Area Representative 
left) Wednesday participates in a cere- Victoria Riaip, WHO Representative 
ntony marking International Breastfeed- Omar Suleiman and Akram Nshewat of 
ing Week. On the.podinm also, from rights *the Mmistry of Health (PetrsL, photo) 

dghis&”tfiat mother's milk" " Hospitals will be entiour- labour law that ensures ihe~ 

is “unique and it has posi- aged to become baby- mother's right to breast- 


is “unique and it has posi- 
tive effects on both the 
child's and mother's 
health." 

Al Bashir Hospital is 
already a "baby-friendly” 
hospital, an idea that en- 
tails a concerted effort with 
hospitals, health services 
and parents to breasfeeding 
babies for a better start in 
life. 

The minister said other 


friendly and that even pri- 
vate hospitals are targetted 
for this purpose. 

During the ensuing dis- 
cussions, different prob- 
lems -were raised by doctors 
themselves, mothers and 
journalists. Among the 
prominent ones were diffe- 
rent institutions' lack of 
creches and kindergartens, 
the absence of a clear 


mother's right to breast- 
feeding her baby during 
working hours if she so 
chooses, inconsistent pre- 
natal care for mothers, 
which would include mak- 
ing them aware of the im- 
portance of breastfeeding 
and preparing them for it, 
and the absence of health 
services personnel and 
volunteers in remote vil- 
lages. 


HUDD plans construction 
of 11,000 housing units 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment Department (HUDD) 
is preparing studies and de- 
signs for the construction of 
11,000 housing units in Jor- 
dan over the next five years 
at an estimated cost of JD 90 
million. 

HUDD also plans to spend 
JD 10 million within the five- 
year-plan on improving ser- 
vices in existing poor districts 
and housing estates set up by 
HUDD, according" to Minis- 
ter of Public Works and 
Housing Abdul Razzak En- 
soor Wednesday. 

HUDD Housing projects 
already under way are ex- 
pected to be completed by 
the end of the year, said the 
minister adding that these 
projects are in Salt, Zarqa, 
Aqaba, Amman and Irbid 
govemorates. 

With the completion of 
these projects, HUDD will 
have erected 730 housing un- 
its in Ruseifa, 760 in Beit 
Ras, 340 in Marqeb (Amman 
Govemorate), 620 in Musta- 


nadah (Amman), 275 in Mar- 
ka, 540 in Taybeh, 510 in Ain 
Al Basha. 840 in Zarqa, 300 
in Salt and 500 in Manarah, 
said the minister. 

These projects, he added, 
have cost JD 30 million and 
were executed over the past 
few years. 

Referring to road construc- 
tion, the minister said roads 
built during 1993 cost JD 59 
million, including 510- 
kilometres of new roads and 
improvements to 400 
kilometres of existing roads 
and the widening of 1,632 
kilometres of agricultural 
roads in various regions. 

In the past year, the minis- 
try finalised work on the 
Irtrid-Jerash, Amman-Naour- 
Dead Sea, Ramtha-Jaber. 
Wadi Mujib, Ramtba- 
Nueitna and the Azraq-Iraqi 
border roads. 

The ministry also plans to 
build new roads and com- 
plete work on others located 
in Ma'an, Aqaba. Irbid, 
North Shuneh, Sait and Am- 
man in the early part of 1995. 


Mother of eleven murdered 
by son in Bekaa — CDD 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 47-year-old 
mother of 11 was brutally 
murdered Tuesday by her 
son in the New Bekaa re- 
fugee camp, 20 kilometres 
outside of Amman, accord- 
ing to Gvil Defence De- 
partment (CDD), police 
and family sources. 

Raya I.S. was taking a 
shower alone in her house 
in the camp when she was 
struck in the back with a 
meat cleaver, stabbed with 
a switch blade, then burned 
by her 24-year-old son Am- 
jad, a next door neighbour 
said describing the crime. 

"The doctor who ex- 
amined the body told us 
that my mother was slashed 
by the meal cleaver in the 
back of the neck and back, 
then stabbed in the sto- 
mach, then was burned." 
said one of the victim’s 


sons. 

A next door neighbour 
said Amjad surrendered to 
police willingly. 

Khalil Abu Hajar, a 
dose friend of the suspect, 
said that he did not expea 
Amjad will kill his mother. 

“Although Amjad men- 
tioned earlier that he was 
going to kill both his pa- 
rents. I didn't think he was 
serious,” the 20-year-old 
told the Jordan Times. 

According to Mr. Abu 
Hajar, Amjad and bis 
father started having prob- 
lems four years ago. At the 
beginning of this year. Am- 
jad had a major fight with 
his father and he almost 
killed him with an iron bar 
because of a dispute over 
his sister's wedding, said 
the friend. 

Amjad was kicked out of 
the house, and his mother 
helped him to visit home 
secretly, but the father dis- 


covered the matter and 
threatened to kick the 
mother out of the house, 
said Mr. Abu Hajar. 

According to Mr. Abu 
Hajar, Amjad was unable 
to visit his home “because 
he was rejected by both 
parents and he became 
spiteful and decided to kill 
both of them.” 

The day of the killing, 
said Mr. Abu Hajar, Am- 
jad made sure that all his 
brothers and sisters were 
out of the house. When he 
went to kill his family, his 
father did not return home 
that day only the mother, 
Mr. Abu Hajar said. 

He said the family of the 
victim will try to kill Amjad 
"if the law does not take its 
due course." 

Police confirmed ihe kill- 
ing but declined to give 
further details on the inci- 
dent. 
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House tells Clinton: We need 
to approve Haiti invasion 


WASHINGTON (R ) — Two 
senior U.S. congressmen said 
Tuesday President Bill din- 
ton should get prior congres- 
sional approval before order- 
ing an invasion of Haiti, but 
the White House said it 

would oppose such a require- 
ment. 

Democrat Dan Glickman 
of Kansas and Republican 
Benjamin Gilman of New 
York, in separate statements, 
said Mr. Clinton should not 
rely on a U.N. resolution 
approved Sunday as his au- 
thorisation to use U.S. troops 
to overthrow Haiti's military 
government. 

Meanwhile, the State De- 
partment said that the flood 
of boat-people from Haiti, 
which some experts predicted 
would increase pressure on 
the United States to invade, 
had slowed considerably. 
Only one man on one boat 
was picked up Monday by the 
Coast Guard,* spokesman 
David Johnson said. 

Mr. Glickman, who has 
access to U.S. intelligence 
reports on Haiti as chairman 
of the House of Representa- 
tives Intelligence Committee, 
said in a letter to Mr. Clin- 
ton: “I am not aware of any 
information by which that 
situation could legitimately 
be characterised as an 
emergency. 


“As a result, I could not 
support the use of U.S. forces 
without an authorisation by 
Congress,” he wrote. 

At the White Honse, 
spokeswoman Dee Dee 
Myers said Mr. Clinton 
would continue consulting 
with Congress on Haiti “but 
would not support a resolu- 
tion that would require 
approval” because such an 
effort “would interfere with 
his ability to make foreign 
policy.” 

Mr. Gilman said Mr. Clin- 
ton should explain to the 
American people the reasons 
for a U.S. invasion, the 
National Security int e rests in- 
volved, the objectives, the 
cost and when and under 
what circumstances U.S. 
troops would be withdrawn. 

“Before reaching the point 
of no return on military ac- 
tion, President Clinton 
should exhaust every possible 
diplomatic solution,” Mr. 
Gilman said. 

Mr. Glickman noted Presi- 
dent George Bush got con- 
gressional approval before 
the start of the Gulf war in 
1991. There is strong bi- 
partisan opposition in both 
the House and Senate to a 
U.S.-led invasion of Haiti. 

Separately, a spokesman 
for Representative Bill 


Richardson, who visited 
Haiti in July-, said he would 
not be able to accept an 
invitation from Haitian milit- 
ary leader Lieutenant Gener- 
al Raoul Cedras to return 
because be is too busy with 
legislative business. 

Sources in Haiti said Gen. 
Cedras bad extended the in- 
vitation to Mr. Richardson in 
the hope of continuing dis- 
cussions with the u.s. gov- 
ernment. U.S. officials have 
said there will be no more 
negotiations with the Haitian 
regime. 

“He's (Richardson’s) got 
Clin ton’s ear," said one milit- 
ary source. “(U.S. special en- 
voy for Haiti William) Gray 
is the mediator but he’s never 
even been here,” he said. 
-Mr. Richardson is consi- 
dered a friend of President 
din ton. 

William Gray. President _ 
Clinton’s special adviser op? 
Haiti, said in an interview 
published by the Washington 
Post that an invasion was not 
imminent. 

“The time may come when 
it’s necessary to move to 
more drastic measures. But I 
don't think we're at that stage 
yet,” Mr. Gray said. 

Meanwhile, Haiti’s de fac- 
to anthorities, in their 
• strongest warnings yet 
against local media, have told 


Berlusconi gets respite from crisis 


ROME (R) — Italian Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi 
had a firmer grip on power 
Wednesday after his two 
chief allies closed ranks be- 
hind him in a show of unity 
that should give the media 
tycoon a new lease of politic- 
al life. 

Mr. Berlusconi, who came 
under intense pressure after a 
recent row with magistrates 
and unease over conflicts of 
interest with his business 
empire, pledged late Tuesday 
to press on with the task of 
governing Italy. 

In a move likely to reassure 
Mr. Berlusconi after a month 
of political drubbings, the 
neo-fascist-led National 
Alliance and the federalist 
Northern League — his two 
main coalition partners — 
pledged their commitment to 
stable government. 

But critics said the new- 
found harmony within Mr. 
Berlusconi's coalition was 
merely temporary and that 
sparks would fly when parlia- 
ment got down to hammering 
out new legislation in 
September after the summer 
recess which begins later this 
week. 

Mr. Berlusconi, who gave 
a confident performance in a 
tense parliamentary debate, 
was cautiously optimistic at 
the end of an emotional even- 
ing in which tempers flared in 
the chamber. 

When asked whether he 
was satisfied with the out- 
come of the debate, the sun- 
tanned billionaire told Reu- 
ters: “I hope so. I said what I 
bad to say." 

The fiery Northern League 
leader Umberto Bossi, whose 


Robot 
surveys 
floor of 
volcano 
crater 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska 
(AP) — NASA’s Dante H 
robot was making a detailed 
video survey of the floor ab- 
out 200 metres down a volca- 
no's crater before beginning 
its climb up the inside wall. 

The eight-legged robot tip- 
toed up a 3-metre hil! Tues- 
day — its most difficult feat 
so far — so researchers could 
gain a good vantage point for 
the survey.* 

“It was an extremely rug- 
ged obstacle, which involved 
gyrations of the robot to sur- 
mount," said David Lavery, 
manager of NASA's tele- 
. robotics research program- 
me. 

3 -metre-taIl ( 10 -foot 
tall), 770-kilo (1,700-pound) 
robot was to begin its 2 te-day 
climb up Mount Spurr's Grea- 
ter wall Wednesday. The re- 
turn trip will take about a day 
less than the descent because 
die robot will spend more 
time on automatic pilot and 
less on remote-control, Mr. 
Lavery said. 

“We’ll just follow our 
footjprints back up,” he said. 

Dante reached the bottom 
of the create r later Monday 
after its slow walk down the 
20- to 30-degree slope. 

The $1.7 million robot was 
developed by NASA as a 


recent outspoken criticism of 
Mr. Berlusconi has increased 
the pressure on the prime 
minister, said he would not 
topple a government formed 
only in May. 

‘‘This message is not only 
for the chamber but for all 
Italians: There will be no 
government crises,” Mr. Bos- 
si told the lower house. 

Mr. Berlusconi, oozing 
confidence despite recent 
mishaps, had said earlier the 
legitimacy of his new govern- 
ment was beyond question 
and the only alternative to it 
was flesh elections. 

He made it dear he had no 
intention of stepping down 
after last month's clash with 
magistrates over pre-trial cus- 
tody and the detention of his 
brother and business partner 
Paolo in a corruption case. 

“Maybe I'm just an incur- 
able •optimist but I see no- 
thing black in the day which 
is (flawing to a dose,” said 
Mr. Berlusconi, his 
trademark smile never far 
from his lips in a debate 
broadcast live on national 
television. 

National Alliance leader 
Gianfranco Fini crushed any 
suggestion that the govern- 
ment was on its way out. 

“The only surprises will be 
for those who expected 
tonight to mark the end of 
the government’s experi- 
ence," he said. 

“Well, here’s the surprise: 
Today is not D-Day.” 

Sodalist Valdo Spini, one 
of those defeated by Mr. 
Berlusconi in general elec- 
tions last March, said mem- 
bers of the tycoon's “Free- 


dom Alliance” were merely 
papering over the cracks in a 
damage limitation exercise 
that would not last long. 

He forecast the coalition 
would come under renewed 
strain when parliament re- 
convenes in September and 
begins to debate cost-cutting 
legislation that indudes plans 
for swingeing cuts to the 
country's generous pennon 
system. 

Political analysts are also 
waiting to see the fall details 
- of the League’s plans to en- 
sure there is formal separa- 
tion between Mr. Berlusconi 
and Ins $7.0 billion-a-year 
business empire. 

Mr. Bossi maintained his 
uncompromising line on the 
issue, saying Mr. Berlusconi 
would have to part with his 
vast holdings if he were to 
remain prime minister m the 
long term. 

“He will have to sell," Mr. 
Bossi told reporters. 

Mr. Berlusconi's speech 
drew thunderous applause 
from packed government 
benches but howls of derision 
from the opposition. 

A political novice, Mr. 
Berhisconi indicated he was 
exasperated with the con- 
tinned dissent within his 
coalition and he warned Mr. 
Bossi that he would not re- 
main a hostage of the North- 
ern League leader’s con- 
tinued sniping. 

It was Mr. Bossi who threw 
cold water on Mr. Berlusco- 
ni’s plan to distance himself 
from the family’s Fininvest 
holding which embraces tele- 
vision, retailing, insurance 
and sports. 
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The Dante U robot stands on the lip of Mt- Spnrr , “Alaskan 
volcano, in this photo released by NASA on Aug. 2 (AFP photo) 

prototype for planetary ex- and send back detailed in- 
ploration. It was built by formation, 
engineers at Pittsburgh's Car- Collecting data for volcano 
negie Mellon University. researchers was a secondary 
Researchers in Anchorage goal, 
and California are controlling On Tuesday, the robot vi- 
Dante by remote control to sited four of several dozen 
see if it can travel over terrain vent clusters that spew gas 
too dangerous for humans through the crater's crust. 


the country's news outlets to 
stop issuing “foreign prop- 
aganda” or face closure or 
takeover. 

“The media must remain 
calm and serene and avoid 
alarmist news,” warned a 

communique from the de fac- 
to ministers of information 
and interior. 

The army-backed pro- 
visional government also told 
the media if they do not 

obey, they may be taken over 

and used by the military 
administration. 

In another co mmuni que:' 
issued late Tuesday, the de- 
facto information 1 minister 
warned all journalists and in 
particular foreign journalists 
that they risk arrest by enter- 
ing special strategic rones set 
up by the government in 
June. 

The zones are: Around 
bases of the police force, 
military outposts, military 
bases, naval bases, air bases, 
airports. and communications 
centres.' 

The communique said: 
“The minister informs that all 
violations of these? zones will 
result in the immediate con- 
fiscation of all meterials and 
equipment, the withdrawal of 
press accreditation and at the. 
same time (the violators wuf 
be) held responsible accord- 
ing to the law.” 


Incumbent 
declared 
victor in 
Dominican 
elections 

SANTO DOMINGO, Domi- 
nican Republic (R) — Domi- 
nican election authorities 
proclaimed incumbent Presi- 
dent Joaquin Balaguer victor 
in the nation's presidential 
elections, almost three 
months after votes were cast. 

The central election board 
said Mr. Balaguer’s declared 
victory was by just over 
22,000 votes. It said the in- 
cumbent received 42.4 per 
cent of votes cast, compared 
with 41.4 per cent for his 
closest competitor in the May 
16 contest. 

Mr. Balaguer, who was 
seeking Ns seventh non- 
consecntive term, issued no 
immediate response to the 
declaration of his victory. 

Vice President-Elect Jacin- 
to Peynado called for a dia- 
logue with the opposition and 
said he accepted the proc- 
lamation of victory “with 
happiness and humility.” 

In Washington, the State 
Department expressed dis- 
appointment over the board's 
derision to award the election 
to Mr. Balaquer. 

The electoral anthorities' 
derision was announced a 
day after Mr. Balaguer’s gov- 
ernment signed a pact letting 
U.S.-led troops patrol its bor- 
der with Haiti, 



Bangladeshi feminist writer Tastbna Nasreen months ago when a lower court fsso 
(with glasses) talks with her chief lawyer arrest warrant agahist her for ofiemfog the 
Amirnl Mam after she surrendered to the religions feeHngs of Muslims for 
High Court where she was immediately alleged remarks about the Koran (AFP photo) 
granted bail. Nasreen went into biding two 

Bangladeshi writerfreed on b 


.. 

Thlrstyburgfar 

falls victim to 
Japan heatwive^ 

TOKYO (R) — A recji&S 
heatwave in Japan 
claimed another victim 
thirsty thief caught becawfi§ 
he fefi for cold beer at a haSs^ 
he was burgling. Police 
the 50-year-old frurgf&J^ 
sneaked into the home op* V 
72-year-old. piano teache/ m>^ 
the western city of Osaka^mgfr. 
the night of June 20. BefcSg&>* 
searching for cash,, he gureSS^; 

down two cans of chilled 
from the refrigerator. 
ingsnspdous sounds from the* 
kitchen, the piano teaefipr.^ 
called police who arrestedtfftg - ; 
burglar. “It was too ho^vfy:- 
just saw the beer in the 
frigerator and I completing!* 
forgot what I was there fafev*. . 
ponce quoted him as sayings* 
Prosecutors indicted the man j 
over the Osaka case and two,.-,' 
other burglary charges* . 
police said Wednesday. 


I police said Wednesday. * 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
feminist writer -Taslima Nas- 
rin ended two months of hid- 
ing from extremist Muslim 
death threats to appear in 
high court Thursday, where 
she was granted bail on a 
charge of insulting Islam. 

Ms. Nasrrn, looking pale 
and worried, entered the 
courtroom flanked by an 
army of lawyers headed by 
former Foreign Minister Dr. 
Kamal Hossain, witnesses 
said. 

“I was afraid of surrender- 
ing because of the death 
threat. I can say nothing 
more," Ms. Nasrin told Reu- 
ters at the courthouse. 

Ms. Nasrin left court 
quickly after bail was 
granted. She rushed to her 
Dhaka residence, met her 
mother and left in a private 
car. 

“We don’t know where she 
has gone now,” a police offic- 
er said outside her apart- 
ment. 

Family members declined 
to disclose her destination, 
saying she still feared for her 
safety. 

“The government will do 
whatever necessary to protect 
Nasrin," Attorney General 


Aminul Huq said. 

Ms. Nasrin bad been in 
hiding since June 4 after the 
government ordered her 
arrest for insulting Muslim! 
feelings by telling India's 
Statesman newspaper that 
Islam's holy book, the 
Koran, should be “revised 
thoroughly.” 

Ms. Nasrin later said she 
was misquoted. The news- 
paper stood by its report. ' 

The comments by Ms. Nas- 
rin, a physiefan-turned- 
writer, provoked Muslim 
fury. Islamic militants offered 
cash rewards for her death. 

Ms. Nasrin appeared in 
court at the request of judges 
after Mr. Hossain, her chief 
attorney, moved a bail peti- 
tion for her. 

“The petitioner never 
uttered any words of the kind 
alleged nor had any intention 
whatsoever to injure the reli- 
gious feelings of any person,” 
the petition said. 

“LF the words mistakenly 
ascribed to her have caused 
injury to religious feelings of 
any person the petitioner re- 
grets this and is genuinely 
sorry." 

Ms. Huq, the govern- 
ment's chief lawyer, did not 


oppose the bail petition. 

“In Bangladesh women are 
always granted bail. Ms. Nas- 
rin is a woman and she should 
be granted bail,” he said. 

Police and political 
analysts said they were not 
immediately sure if her sub- 
mission would be enough to 
pacify her foes. 

• Tins is too early to com- 
ment,” said a leader of the 
ultra-rightist Jamaat-e-Islami 
Party. 

“We are relieved by the 
news of Nasrin getting bail, at 
least for the moment,” an 
Asian diplomat said. But he 
said more time would be 
needed to “get a full feel of 
the exact circumstances.” 

A Dhaka magistrate court 
had set an Aug. 4 deadline 
for Ms. Nasrin to give herself 
up or be arrested. If not, her 
property would have been, 
forfeited and charges formal- 
ly laid in her absence. 

The High Court, in grant- 
ing Ms. Nasrin’s bail, said she 
must appear before the 
magistrate’s court “in person 
or through a lawyer.” 

If convicted on the charges 
she could be jailed for up to 
two years, law officials said. 


Strike call closes down Lagos 
amid calls for Abiola’s release 


LAGOS (AFP) — Riot 
police clashed with demon- 
strators in Lagos Wednesday 
as workers heeded a general 
strike call to increase press- 
ure on the Nigerian junta to 
free opposition leader Mos- 
hood Abiola, on trial for 
treason. 

Police used teazgas to dis- 
perse protestors who. erected 
barricades and lit fires on 
rends in the north and centre 
of the commercial capital, 
winch was largely otherwise 
deserted, witnesses told 
AFP. 

The central working com- 
mittee of the Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC) was due to 
meet in the afternoon to de- 
cide whether to carry on with 
the strike after a series of ' 


meetings with the junta, 
NLC, president Pascal 
Bafyan said. 

The NLC last Friday called 
on its members to begin an 
indefinite “sit-at-home pro- 
test” Wednesday alongside 
oil and gas workers who went 
on strike a month ago to have 
Abiola freed and installed as 
head of state. 

The treason trial of the 
milli onaire politician, who is 
presumed to have won pres- 
idential elections in June last 
year before the junta annul- 
led the poll, was due to re- 
sume later Wednesday in the 
federal capital Abuja. 

Police intervened in 
Clashes between traders and 
protestors in the Oyingbo 
area of central Lagos and at! 


Oworonshoki on the out- 
skirts and dispersed demon- 
strators in the Mushin, 
Ijesatedo, Bariga and Jde- 
kunle districts. " 

The usually congested 
roads of the dty were com- 
pletely empty and all seven 
markets visited by AFP were 
dosed. Offices, indnding di- 
plomatic missions, were also 
shut. 

Banks, which have oper- 
ated a skeleton service for 
clients since the petroleum 
workers began their strike on 
July 4, inflicting growing 
damage on the ou-nefa eco- 
nomy, failed' to open. Some 
bank officials told AFP that 
they had ordered staff to 
remain at borne until further 
notice. 


United opposition steps up pressure on Rao 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Opposition parties Wednes- 
day stepped up. pressure cm 
Prune Minister. P.Vi Nara- 
simha Rao over India’s big- 
gest financial scandal, as Ins 
government manoeuvred to 
defuse a political row. 

Members of a centre-left 
coalition staged demonstra- 
tions at parliament after 
boycotting the tegislature to 
protest Mr. Rao’s handling of 
a $13 bQfion bank scam, 
which has returned corrup- 
tion to tiie political centre 


“Narasimha Rao quit, 

r ' they chanted. “Punish 
corrupt.” 

The opposition has accused 
Mr. Rao’s administration of 
shielding ministers and offi- 
cials linked to the banking 
fraud and covering up cor- 
ruption, a perennial issue in 
Indian politics. 

Leaders of the main 
opposition Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) marched to the. 
presidential palace and hand- 
ed over a letter to President 
Shankar Dayal Shanna pro- 
testing the government’s. de- 
nial of responsibility in the 
scam. 

“We will organise demon- 
strations, public meetings 
and processi oils to mobilise 
public opinion against cor- 
ruption, which has become 
the single dominant issue,” 
BJP leader Atal Behari Va- 
ipayee^aid before meeting 
Mr. Sharma. ~~ — 

In parliament, Home 
Minister Shankarrao Chavan 
said Mr. Rao’s government 
was “not interested” in sup- 
resang the findings of the 


Joint Parliamentary Commis- 
sion (JPC) which probed the 
two-year-old securities scan- 
dal. 

Mr. Chavan said the gov- 
ernment had taken action on 
109 of the 115 recommenda- 
tions of the JPC, which in- 
vestigated the securities fraud 
involving foreign and Indian 
.banks, unscrupulous bankers 
and stock brokers. 

“If the government had 
committed any mistake in the 
report, it was the duty of the 
opposition to point these 
out,” Mr. Chavan said in a 
statement seen as a concilia- 
tory gesture to the incensed 
opposition to defuse the 
storm. 

He was referring to the 
government Action Taken 
Report winch rejected the 
findings of the pariiamentaiy 
probe committee which had 
□lamed administrative lapses 
for the market scam. 

The government described 
as unfair and unwarranted 
the charge that it failed to 
detect and stop the swindle 
by brokers and bankers who 
connived to siphon off $1.3 
billion from banks to play the 
stock market 

“The government would 
take the issue to the people to 
explain ’ to them that it had 
not been lacking m any way 
in taking action on the find- 
ings of the JPC," the home 
minister added. 

Other Congress leaders 
meanwhile said they were 
hopeful of a solution to the 
crisis, triggered by the 
opposition decision Tuesday 
to pull out of legislative com- 
mittees and boycott the three 


remaining weeks of the par- 
liamentary session. 

Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Vidya Charan Shuk- 
la said he was continuing 
“hectic” efforts to persuade 
•opposition leaders to call off 
the boycott and return to 
parliament. 

“We are in touch. I expect 
them to be back in a few 
days,” Mr. Shnkla told AFP. 

Congress spokesman 
Vitbal Gadgil said be was 
hopeful a “formula” would 
be worked out by mediators 
to resolve the political tangle. 

Mr. Rao, 73, was seen by 
analysts to have handed 
ammunition to the opposi- 
tion, which had been on the 
retreat since suffering re- 
verses in state elections last 
November, by bungling the 
response to fee parliamen- 
tary probe findings. 

The premier also faced a 
serious crisis over the bank 
scam last year when stock 
broker Harshad Mehta, the 
principal suspect in the fraud, 
alleged that he had paid the 
prime minister a bribe to win 
political patronage. 

That storm blew over when 
Mr. Mehta failed to deliver 
on a promise to produce 
proof. 

Meanwhile, Finance Minis - 1 
ter Manmohan Singh, fee 
architect of India's economic 
reforms, has offered to resign 
amid the political storm over 
fee government’s handling of 
the huge bank scam, senior 
party sources said Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. Singh made the offer 


Tuesday at a meeting of the 
ruling Congress _(I) Party af- 


ter he was criticised by some 
colleagues for landing fee 
government in trouble, 
according to press reports 
confirmed by the source. 

“I am ready to quit if it 
helps save the party and the 
government,” the Economic 
Times newspaper quoted the 
62-year -old economist as 
saying. 

“I had offered to resign 
earlier. If anybody thinks 
that I am blocking the inves- 
tigations (into the scam), I 
am prepared to quit.” 

The party source, who was 
present at the meeting, said 
Mr. Singh recalled he had 
submitted his resignation in 
December after a parliamen- 
tary panel found fault with 
the government's handling of 
fee $13 billion bank scam. 

“He said he had done it 
once and was prepared to do 
it again if it hups fee party,” 
the source said, but ruled out 
the possibility of Mr. Singh 
pressing ahead wife fee offer. 

The finance minister, who 
in December was persuaded 
by Prime Minister Rao to 
retract his resignation, was 
present at a cabinet meeting. 
Tuesday following the party 
conclave in parliament and 
was at work, he said. 

The Economic Times said 
some Congress (I) members 
alleged the “bureaucratic 
approach” of his ministry was 
responsible for the govern- 
ment’s troubles and saw his 
offer to quit as a challenge to 
fee leadership. 


> *- 9 

10-year-old , .. | 
defendant— 
colour * 

him Innocent 

GRAND JUNCTION, Goto. r ' $ 
(AP) — While the prosecutor •? 
and public defender argop^V / £ 

over whether he tried tonqnr\ > 
up a convenience store, tne’’^; i 
defendant worked on Ns cob J, 

■ ouring book. His key defence £ 
witness fell asleep. The JO* 5 *-’ £ 
year-old defendant was on - i 
trial for criminal aggravated^ *' 5 
robbery as a delinquent. An*’ £ 
thorities say be tried to stick/ -' * 
up a convenience store witha : - T ' ~ m 
BB gun. His sidekick in the 
alleged robbery was his ‘9->" * 
year-old brother, who'* ' 
couldn't be charged under - -1 
Colorado law because of fhs 
age. Instead, he became the. - " ; 
defence’s key witness.' Thev'*’ -r 
9-y ear-old- said the twtf - . - * 
walked into the store with % 

unloaded BB pistol. Whil'e 1 "-, 

Ns brother was waving th£“"“ 
gun back and forth, fee 7 

year-old said, he approached - 
tiie cash register and told the jV 1 
derlc “Open tiie cash regis^ ~ j 
ter. Give me your money — -■ - 

not” The popular expression. - ^ 2 
is usually meant to convey^ 'i g 
the opposte of what is said at- -/ g: 
first, and pnblic defender . % 
Cindy Cyphers argued fee.,-.* | 
boys didn’t really mean tp/.j | 
rob the store. The jary-’ f 
agreed, acquiring the bojr afr.^.i | 
ter stx.hoiirs of deliberation.^.- - ; 


What a way 
to break a leg 

LONDON (R) — A woman- *' 
was treated for a broken Mg - 
after she fell naked .. 

tree while having sex in->i> 
park near Windsor Castie; a - ' 
British newspaper saTtf'“ 
Wednesday. ‘The yoiHfg'- 1 . - * 
couple had apparently gon £' 7 •' 
to fee great park fora Nr of. "" 
nookie and decided to climb - - 
the oak tree to add a bit 1 

spice to the passion,” a ptfrlb * - * 
spokesman told the Timps. , . 
“As they readied the height - 
of their passion, the wotriitf! * 
slipped from one of the bran-- •• 
dies at tiie top of the tree ankf " 1 ^ ; 
plunged to the ground. It was*, 
a very dear case of coitus* ' ? 
interruptus.” Officials at theK i 
park near Windsor Castfe,;'^; _> 
one of Queen Elizabeth^' 
royal residences west of Ltjn ” f ' J 
don, said the unidentiftefr_ - 7 " 1 
woman was taken tt> a near 
hospital. “It was early in the’* 7 * 
morning and there were vd^r ,n ;- '■ 
few people about. The amba* ' ^ 

lance crew couldn’t believe 7 \ 

their eyes,” said one. v ;' l 

Paper mourns ; 1 

Jackson-Presley V.- * 
marriage -i fi \ 

MOSCOW (AP) — RussteV- . 
most popular drily cewsparar ", 
er Wednesday mourned ine -* 
marriage of Michael Jackfoff«'' < 
to Lisa Marie Presley, saymg" 7 1 
it was more than Ns Russiri££>, J 
fens could bear. “Having he- ~ 
come a reputable family man, . * , 
fie has rehabifitated himself -j., ; 
in the eyes of respectable. * ; - 
Americans, who would nevgr ?-j ■ 
forgive any rock star (accused*-.,,- 
ofl being a child mdester^Vj. ' 
Moskovsky 'Komsomol#*,,,^ ; 
said in a front-page stqiy.^j ’ 
..“We’re not Americans. Hg^.-r ■ 
fens here would prefer Nn& tq>- 
be gay, a child-molester anda,,* . ; 
serial killer all at once, rathft,,-^ 
than have their girlish dreams ^ i 
wrecked by ah image of him .i, 
as an exemplary husband/'/.., 
Jackson and Predey . coni-;-/' !; 
firmed their marriage sg 


Dominican Republic. / ijf 
Moskovsky .Komsomoiets,^,*' jg 

story featured pictures of || 

couple with a large heart, zmef/ , ”f 

a headline feat said: “Better " eg 

you should be gay,” Mikey.” j 

“There are many tragedies in ^ 

the life of our people,” thqb || 

newspaper said. ‘The latesr m 

one concerns' mainly females || 

below 25 ycars old. .j.Giris, IS 

accept our condolences:*’ 1 





)N THEIR WAY TO AFRICA: General view of car 
ueueS’’ waiting on Aug. 2 cm the Esplanade in the port of 


Algedras to cross die Straits of Gibraltar for Tanger and 
Ceuta (AFP photo) 


Cven Democrats skeptical of Altman’s testimony 


ASHINGTON (AP) — 
le government's No. 2 
•easury Department official 
is offered Whitewater testi- 
ony that one senator calls 
lard ,to believe" and 
(Other , views as “trouble- 
me.’-lXnd those are only 
e De?,. )crats' comments. 
Withlfioger Altman's cre- 
bility.-even more suspect 
iiong Republicans following 
5 testimony Tuesday, his 
>ss, ^Treasury Secretary 
oyd Bentsen, was set to 
ce former Senate col- 
agues ".Wednesday. Mr. 
jntsen says he played no 
le in^tfie investigation in- 
•lvmg!. President Bill Qin- 
n’s fonper Arkansas land 
nture... 

Mr. Altman, who testified 
:fore die Senate Banking 
jmmittee from late after- 
ton imp early Wednesday 
oming,-was scheduled for 
lOther. grueling session later 
ednesday before the House 
inking Committee. 


The panels are investigat- 
ing whether any improp- 
rieties occurred in the Re- 
solution Trust Corp.’s (RTC) 
investigation of the foiled 
Madison Guaranty Savings 
and Loan, which was owned 
by a close friend of the Clin- 
tons. 

In criminal referrals sent to the 
Justice Department, RTC in- 
vestigators alleged that the 
Clinton family may have be- 
nefited from improper activi- 
ties at the S and L. 

Until this spring, Mr. Alt- 
man was the acting head of 
the RTC putting him in a 
position to influence the 
Madison investigation. 

On Tuesday, the former 
investment banker gave little 
ground in his conflicts with 
other witnesses, insisting in a 
calm and deliberate fashion 
that "nothing unethical 
occurred" even as he apolo- 
gised for misleading congres- 
sional testimony in February. 
“We all make mistakes, and 


these sure aren't the first 
ones I’ve made,’’ be said. 

Mr. Altman contended he 
did not intentionally mislead 
the Senate when be gave 
incomplete testimony on 
Feb. 24 on contacts with the 
White House about 
Whitewater while conceding 
that he should have disqual- 
ified himself earlier from 
overseeing an investigation 
involving his old friend, Mr. 
Clinton. 

Mr. Altman, who was 
shown a videotape of his 
February testimony, said he 
simply may have misunder- 
stood senators' questions. 

Mr. Altman came in for a 
political thrashing from Re- 
publicans. Sen. Pete Dome- 
nid, R-N.M., said the past 
Senate testimony bordered 
on lying. 

Sen. Connie Mack, R-Fla., 
said: “You have repeatedly 
given non-responsive 
answers, which you justify 


with semantic gymnastics. ... 
I can't help but conclude your 
every statement to this com- 
mittee is to evade, not to 
inform.” 

Mr. Altman's problems fo- 
cused partly on conflicts be- 
tween his version of events 
and those of other top Treas- 
ury Department and White 
House offidals. 

He rebutted the diary of 
the Treasury Department's 
chief of staff. Josh Steiner, 
who wrote Mr. Altman was 
under “intense pressure” from 
the White House to remain at 
the agency despite his inclina- 
tion to withdraw. 

He tried to play down his 
personal struggle over dis- 
qualifying himself, a conflict 
mat others described as ago- 
nising. 

“We’re going to have to 
understand that a lot better 
than we understand it right 
now," Sen. Donald Riegle 
Jr., D-Mich, told Mr. Alt- 
man. 


tilling party suffers setback in S. Korea elections 


EOUL (R) — South 
orea'sT ruling party has suf- 
red a' setback in two by- 
ectionk; with the wife of a 
iled riVal of President Kim 
oung-Sam scoring a lan ti- 
de victory on an opposition 
:ket in 'one. 

Another opposition candi- 
ite won in a traditional rul- 
g party stronghold while 
lr. Kim’s party won the 
ird ^rliamentary seat at 
ake, election officials said 
'ednesday. 

In Tuesday’s by-elections, 
lied by- the press as the 
irestrfn the country's his- 
■ry, Hyun Kyung-Ja swept 
i victory after claiming that 
ir husband Park Chul-Un 
.as jailed because of his poli- 
ce! rivalry with Kim. 
“M£r. victory is voters’ 


judgement on my husband 
Park Chul-Un and the res- 
toration of honour for Taegu 
citizens,” Ms. Hyun said af- 
ter her win was confirmed in 
a Taegu city constituency. 

She won SS.8 per cent of 
votes - cast while the candidate 
fromj the ruling Democratic 
Liberal Party (DLP), a well- 
known ex-lawmaker, came 
second with only 25.5 per 
cent. 

Ms. Hyun was running for 
a seat in the National Assem- 
bly vacated by her husband's 
conviction in June for brib- 
ery. Mr. Park, who is serving 
an 18-month jail term, had 
pleaded not guilty. 

Mr. Park, a newphew of 
ex-president Roh Tae- Woo’s 
wife, was often described as 
Mr. Roh’s “crown prince" 


and a potential successor. As 
a cabinet minister he served 
more as Mr. Roh’s senior 
aide, handling everything 
from foreign policy to many 
domestic political issues in 
1988 and 1989.. 

But his star fell in 1990 
when Kim Young- Sam, a for- 
mer dissident, crossed the 
floor of parliament and 
joined Mr. Roh’s ruling par- 
ty, competing with Mr. Park 
within the upper ranks of the 
ruling elite. 

After Mr. Kim won the 
ruling party’s presidential 
nomination in May 1992, Mr. 
Park defected to an opposi- 
tion party set up by indus- 
trialist Chung Ju-Yung, 
founder of the Hyundai 
group. 

Mr. Chung, who was con- 


victed ot embezzlement and 
election fraud during his un- 
successful bid for the pres- 
idency in 1992, quit politics 
shortly after Mr. Kim took 
office for a five-year term in 
February 1993^* 

* Tir another setback for Mr; 
Kim s _ party, the candidate of 
the main opposition Demo- 
cratic Party narrowly beat the 
ruling camp candidate in the 
southeastern town of Kyong- 

-i u - 

It was the first parliamen- 
tary seat for the Democratic 
Party in the southeast, long 
regarded as a DLP stron- 
ghold. 

Mr. Kim's party candidate 
won m the eastern Yongwol- 
Pyongchang constituency, 
another traditional stron- 
ghold for his party. 


tomb injures 3 at N. Irish police station 


ELF^ST (R) — Three sol- 
ers were injured when sus- 
sctedJRA guerrillas fired a 
tortarmpmb at a police and 
my base in Northern fro- 
nd Wednesday, police said. 
A police spokesman said 
»e attack, in Newtownhamil- 
m on. the border with tre- 
nd, was almost certainly the 
ork of the Irish Republican 
jmy^lRA), which is fighting 
> ousj; the British from 
oithejn Ireland. 

“There was an explosion 
iside the base,” a police 
jokesman said, adding that 
iree soldiers were injured, 
one seriously. 

Last week tbe IRA fired 
iree mortar bombs into 
aother security forces base 
n the border, injuring more 
lan 30 people. Its political 
nn Sinn Fein recently re- 
iCtmL Anglo-Irish offers for 
to join peace talks if it 
:noupcftd violence, calling 


for a “complete demilitarisa- 
tion” of die province. 

Police said Tuesday they 
had stepped patrols in Belfast 
because of heightened ten- 
sions after IRA gunmen kil- 
led two top Protestant ex- 
tremists. 

Outlawed Protestant 
groups promised retribution 
against the IRA and its most- 
ly Catholic supporters after 
the killings and local com- 
munity leaders warned vio- 
lence would escalate. 

“Steps have already been 
taken to increase our patroll- 
ing in the light of heightened 
tension in both communi- 
ties,” Bill Stewart, assistant 
chief constable for Belfast, 
said in a statement. A 
spokesman said mote police 
would be on the streets. 

Raymond Elder and Joe 
B ratty, identified as local 
commanders of the outlawed 
extremist Ulster Freedom 


Fighteis (UFF), were killed 
in an ambush Sunday. 

Tbe Irish Republican 
Army, which has fought a 
25-year guerrilla war to oust 
Britain from Northern Ire- 
land, claimed responsibility 
for tbe killings. The UFF, 
which is dedicated to main- 
taining British rule, vowed 
revenge. 

Police said crowds in a 
nearby Catholic neighbour- 

sumg^the*kffiers, while Pro- 
testant groups accused police 
of deliberate negligence. 

“What we do not need at 
this period are wild state- 
ments and unfounded allega- 
tions,” Mr. Stewart said. 
“We require cool heads and 
wise counsel.” 

The Irish Republican 
Army late Tuesday said it 
had been given “an assess- 
ment of the current situa- 
tion" in the Northern Ireland 


peace process by Gerry 
Adams, leader of Sum Fein. 

“The leadership of the 
IRA confirms it has sought 
and received an assessment 
of the current situation from 
Gerry Adams of Sinn Fein. 
This step was taken by the 
IRA leadership as part of our 
overall consideration in re- 
gard to the peace process,” 
said a statement, carrying a 
recognised codeword, tele- 
phoned to tbe Dublin-based 
independent radio station 
Classic Hits 98 FM. 

The ERA statement offered 
no elaboration. 

It followed speculation 
persisting on both sides of the 
Irish border over the pros- 
pects of an early limited IRA 
ceasefire, despite Sinn Fein’s 
effective rejection of the 
Downing Street Northern 
Ireland peace declaration at a 
conference in County Doneg- 
al last month. 


ambodian premier optimistic about hostage release 


HNGM PENH (AFP) — 
hree-foreign hostages being 
eld by'Khmcr Rouge guer- 
illas were heard on tape 
Vedo&sday, as Cambodian 
D- premier Prince Norodom 
fanarfddh said he was opti- 
listic ihey would soon be 
deaseti.- 

“We' ire quite optimistic, 
*e kriew that they (Khmer 
lougeX*arc willing to release 
3em,4hat they don’t want to 
eep fth'em hostage,” the 
rince fold reporters. 
Information Minister Ieng 
doulyf’ -’showed reporters 
■holographs and played a 
ape indicating the Wester- 
iers were alive and un- 
lanncdr 

One' "photo showed the 
hree ,; - Standing bare-foot 


looking glumly into the 
camera wnue'anotber showed 
the hostages sitting in a typic- 
al rural hut with a Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla standing out- 
side. 

Tbe guerrillas seized the 
three tourists, Australian 
David Wilson, 29, Briton 
Mark Slater, 28, and French- 
man Jean-Michel Braquet, 
27, following the attack on 
the train in southern Kampot 
province July 26. 

The tape contained short, 
similar messages from each of 
the three hostages. 

“My name is Mark Slater, 
28 years old, from England. I 
was on the train from Phnom 
Penh to Kompong Som Tues- 
day (July 26) with an Austra- 
lian friend and a French 


friend. The train came under 
attack and we were taken 
hostage by the Khmer 
Rouge. We have now been 
held six days. The conditions 
are difficult. Don’t listen to 
the government just do what 
you feel,” he said. 

Mr. Braquet said that the 
conditions were difficult but 
bearable. He hoped their 

famili es had been informed 
and that “someone was doing 
something for us.” 

The guerrillas bad pre- 
viously issued a ransom de- 
mand of $50,000 in gold for 
the release of each of the 
three, but it was not dear 
whether they were sticking to 
this demand. 

“The Khmer Rouge are 
Still looking for a ransom, but 


we are not sure how much 
they need,” a police officer 
said. 

Prince Ranariddh added: 
“They know well that they 
arc not rich people.” 

“But about the ransom, I 
cannot make any statement. 
We have to examine this 
alongside die countries con- 
cerned,” the prince said. 
“Our objective is to free 
those hostages, it is an abso- 
lute priority.” 

Australian offidals said 
that Canberra would not 
meet demands for a cash 
ransom but might follow the 
example of an American aid 
organisation that recently se- 
cured the release of one of its 
aid workers kidnapped by the 
same group of guerrillas. 


Rwandan government 
Haiti refugees to 




SYDNEY (R) — Rwanda’s 
new government is united, 
seeks the reconciliation of the 
Rwandan people and can 
offer refugees security if they, 
return from neighbouring 
countries, Rwandan Prime. 
Minister Faustin Twagir- 
amungu said Wednesday. 

“We have dedded that the 
RPF .(Rwandan Patriotic 
Front) should realise that 
now there is a government,” 
Mr. Twagiramungu said in an 
interview on Australian 
Broadcasting Corp Radio. 

“It is no longer a move- 
ment of rebels, it is a political 
party like any other now so 
they have to respect this prin- 
ciple, otherwise we could 
frankly get into trouble," he 
said. ------ 

“I still hope that even 
though today they (tbe re- 
fugees) are not coming as we 
expected, they are certainly 
going to come,” Mr. Twagir- 
amungu said. 

“One, if we have the 
means (of) transport, second, 
if they are convinced by tbe 
international community and 
by the neighbouring coun- 
tries they should come back 
because it is a government 
which can assure them secur- 
ity,” he said. 

Mr. Twagiramungu said his 
government would directly 
communicate with the more 
than one million refugees in 
neighbouring countries to en- 
courage them to return 
home. 

“We must have radio to 
communicate with them, or 
we have to go into camps and 
talk to them physically,” be 
said. 



A child victim of the Rwandan war is being treated* the Red Cross Hospital in Kigali 
(AFP photo) 


He also urged the interna- 
tional community and the 

? >vemments of Zaire and 
anzania tfr help refugees re- 
turn. 

Mr. Twagiramungu is a 
moderate Hutu in the new 
government installed by die 
RPF, the victors in Rwanda’s 
civil war. 

The government bas said it 
will protect all but those who 
took part in massacres of 
more than 500,000 members 
of the Tutsi minority and 
Hutu government opponents. 

Some 2.7 million Hulus 
fled tbe Central African na- 
tion last month as the hard- 
line former government 
forces were routed by the 
RPF. a mainly Tutsi guerrilla 


movement. 

Hutu hardliners in the 
camps are warning the re- 
fugees that they will be killed 
if they return home. 

Thousands of refugees 
have begun the trek bade to 
Rwanda but most are staying 
abroad. 

The U-N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees- 
(UNHCR), Sadako Ogata, 
said Monday she would only 
tell Rwanda’s refugees to go 
home when the new govern- 
ment showed h could deliver 
on its promises to protect 
them. 

“I never say they should go 
home until I am very, very 
convinced everything is aU 
right,” she said. 



Children and adults crowd a tent of one of the humanitarian organisations 
camps of Goma, Zaire (AFP photo) 


Hardline Hntu leaders are 
bargaining with tbe United 
-Nations over the fate of more 
than a million Rwandan re- 
fugees oblivious to their suf- 
fering, U.N. offidals say. 

Exiled offidals and soldiers 
of Rwanda’s former govern- 
ment, anxious to hold on to a 
power base, are telling re- 
fugees they will be slain if 
they return.. 

The UNHCR, shocked by 
their intransigence despite 
tbe deaths of 22.000 people in 
three weeks, is now stepping 
up a campaign for the people 
themselves to dedde whether 
to return. 

The French agency Repor- 
ters Sans Frontieres (RSF- 
Reporters Without Borders) 
Wednesday raised the anten- 
na of a radio station in the 
Zairean • border town of 
Goma to reach refugees. 

The UNHCR held its first 
meeting Tuesday with 
“elders” of Kubumba camp, 
25 kilometres north of the 
border town of Goma, to 
break the ice with refugees. 

It had hoped two weeks of 
bodies piling up in tbe camp 
from cholera, dysentery and 
dehydration and struggling to 
survive amid volcanic rock 
and dust would have softened 
their stand. 

UNHCR spokesman Panes 
Mourn tzis, who attended the 
talks, said tbe elders turned 
out to be 50 former load 
offidals who led their peo- 
ple's exodus from the Rwan- 
da Patriotic Front. 


Russia wages war of iieryes ia Chechnya 


.4 on 

iwh 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia 
waged a war of nerves against 
the rebel leader of the break- 
away Republic of Chechnya 
Wednesday, apparently hop- 
ing to topple President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev without 
using force. 

Reports from Grozny, the 
capital of the north Caucasus 
republic, said it was calm and 
still in Mr. Dudayev’s hands 
despite an announcement by 
his Moscow-backed oppo- 
nents Tuesday that be had 
been ousted. 

The Kremlin, whose pati- 
ence with Mr. Dudayev's 
self-proclaimed independ- 
ence snapped last week after 
a hostage seizure by Chechen 
gangsters in southern Russia, 
has said it will not send in 
troops to remove him. 

But it swung its full weight 
behind the self-styled Pro- 
visional Council of Chech- 
nya, whose decree assuming 
power was given pride of 
place in the official Moscow 
media. 

The council, headed by 
Umar Avtorkhanov, 
Wednesday announced tbe 
appointment of a new chief 
prosecutor in tbe republic. 


with instructions to “restore 
constitutional order” and en- 
sure the security of all 
citizens, ITAR-TASS news 
agency reported. 

Russia’s reluctance to risk 
direct militfuy intervention in 
Chechnya is largely moti- 
vated by tbe failure of a 
bungled attempt to send 
troops there in November 
1991 , shortly after Mr. 
Dudayev proclaimed inde- 
pendence. 

Other influential figures in 
the region, including Musa 
Shanibov, head of the unoffi- 
cial confederation of peoples 
of the Caucasus, have told 
the Kremlin direct military 
intervention coaid touch off a 
general war involving other 
ethnic groups. 

However Postfactum News 
Agency said Mr. Dudayev 
convened a meeting of his top 
military and security offidals 
Wednesday to discuss a re- 
ported buildup of Russian 
army and Interior Ministry 
troops on Chechnya's bor- 
ders. 

Russia’s Defence Ministry 
denied reports that the de- 
fence minister, Pavel 
Grachev, had broken off his 


holiday to deal with the crisis. 
It also denied the reports of 
troop movements. 

TASS quoted one top Rus- 
sian policymaker, who was 
not named, as forecasting a 
stalemate between Mr. 
Dudayev and his foes, who 
control some areas of tbe 
republic. . . 

Tbe final outcome might 
depend on the views of 
Chechen dan elders, who 
wield considerable authority, 
in traditional Muslim areas of 
the Caucasus. 

Russian Deputy Prime 
Minister Sergei Shakhrai, re- 
garded as one of the authors 
of the Kremlin’s policy, told 
Interfax News Agency he be- 
lieved “a critical mass” now 
existed which would lead to 
Mr. Dudayev, being removed 
peacefully. 

“I think it is a matter of 
months.” Mr. Shakhrai was 
quoted as saying. His state- 
ment suggested that a show- 
down might not be imminent, 
and that Moscow was hoping 
Mr. Dudayev's support 
would gradually crumble. 

Mr. Dudayev has dismis- 
sed the Provisional Council 
as non-existent and rejected 


its cl aims to represent tbe 
population of the republic, 
whose main’ industry is. oil 
refining. 

' Chechnya is one of 21 
senu-autonomous ethnic re- 
publics in the Russian Fed- 
eration. Its independence has 
been recognised by no one 
else and Mr. Dudayev is 
shunned by other republic 
leaders. 

Tbe president of tbe repub- 
lic of Bashkortostan, Murta- 
za Rakhimov, who signed a 
treaty on power-sharing with 
the Russian government 
Wednesday, described 
Chechnya under Mr. 
Dudayev as “a tumour on a 
healthy body." “The prob- 
lem of Chechnya should be 
resolved as soon as possible. 
(We must) put an end to this 
outrage,” TASS quoted Mr. 
Rakhimov as saying. 

On Friday, Russia's gov- 
ernment accused Mi. 
Dudayev of beheading his 
political opponents, destabi- 
lising the region and spread- 
ing terrorism. The Interior 
Ministry showed reporters 
photographs of severed 
heads, saying they had been 
taken in Chechnya. 


Karadzic invites Bosnian president to talks 


BELGRADE (AFP) — 
Under increasing internation- 
al pressure to accept an inter- 
national peace plan, Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan Karad- 
zic invited his rival, Alija 
Izetbegovic, to talks Wednes- 
day ahead of a new session of 
the self-styled Seri? parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. Karadzic had turned 
again-tb" his parliament to 
legitimise his refusal to 
accept the plan after it was 
put forward by the interna- 
tional “contact group” on 
Bosnia-Herzegovina last 
month. 

The parliament has already 
rejected the package twice in 
the past fortnight provoking 
its sponsors — Britain, 
France, Germany, Russia 
and the United States — to 
call on the U.N. Security 
Council to toughen sanctions 
on the Bosnian Serb's pat- 
rons in Belgrade. 

The Bosnian government 
has already accepted the plan 
which gives 51 per cent of the 
territory in a unitary Bosnian 


state to tbe newly-formed 
Croat-Muslim Federation 
and 49 per cent to the Serbs. 
The Serbs currently control 
70 per cent of the territory: 

Belgrade's Radio-Polrtika 
reported Wednesday that, 
apparently stalling for time, 
Mr. Karadzic had invited 
Bosnian President Izetbego- 
vic to one-on-one talks, to 
take place wherever he 
wanted and without the pre- 
sence of independent 
mediators. 

The invitation was ex- 
tended by Momcilo Krajis- 
nik, tbe president of tbe self- 
proclaimed Bosnian Serb 
parliament, during talks be- 
tween the waning parties at 
Sarajevo Airport Tuesday, 
the radio said. 

The Bosnian Serbs were 
meanwhile reported to be 
angered by Serbian leader 
Slobodan Milosevic’s deci- 
sion Sunday to swing behind 
the peace plan and threaten 
to withdraw Belgrade’s sup- 
port if they did not fall into 
line. 



Mr. Krajisnik Wednesday 
attacked the “new polity” in 
Belgrade, saying Bosnian 
Serbs would not accept a plan 
which was a “threat to their 
vital interests,” the Tan jug 
News Agency reported here. 

The parliament would 
“adopt a final position after 
the rejection by the contact 
group of our demand for 
changes in the marking ont of 
Bosnia’s territory,” he said. 

Serb journalist Velibor 
Gligorijevic told Radio- 
Politika that deputies of the 
parliament were “indignant” 
and “felt betrayed” by Bel- 
grade’s decision to join the 
groups pressuring the Serbs 
to accept the map drawn up 
by the international powers. 

He said it was possible that 
the parliament might accept 
the plan. 

Overnight Tuesday, explo- 
sions rocked Sarajevo and 
the U.N. reported its worst 
day yet of ceasefire viola- 
tions. 

The same day, Serb and 
Bosnian government com- 


manders agreed m principle 
to bait the sniper attacks cur- 
rently terrorising the- city. 

The international pressure 
on the Serbs to accept an end 
to the war and the handing 
over of conquered territory 
has been increased by Rus- 
sian pressure on Serbia itself 
to pull Mr. Karadzic's strings 
in Pale. 

“The Russians dearly ex- 
eTdsed enough influence on 
Serbia to force them to put 
minimum pressure on tbe 
Bosnian Serbs,” Bernard 
Adama, head of the Euro- 
pean Research Institute on 
Information on Peace and 
Security, said in Brussels 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Milosevic's long-time 
support for pan-Serbian 
nationalism has . been tem- 
pered by the bite of sanctions 
against his country and he 
could hardly ignore the 
threats of Russian envoy 
Vitaly Churkin to support a 
toughening up and stricter 
enforcememt of the embar- 
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Starting from scratch 


THE SUBJECT of the transfer of technology 
has been a topic for discussion in Third 
World countries and between than and the 
industrialised North for more than two 
decades now. While the countries of Sooth- 
East Asia seem to succeed in absorbing new 
technologies, the countries of the Middle 
East and Africa are only stumbling in their 
effort. 

Examples to the first group include Singa- 
pore, Taiwan, South Korea, and Malaysia. 
The second group includes rkh-ail producers 
such as Saudi Arabia, Nigeria and Algeria. 
The so-called Asian tigers have followe d in 
the footsteps off the giant off Asian giants, 
Japan. 

Jordan has been for more than a decade 
now My e ngag ed in the attempt to bring in 
tr a nsfer technology in the hope of turning 
itself into the Middle East’s Singapore. 
Officials and academics afike have been 
visiting the countries of South-East Asia to 
stndy their experiments and benefit from 
them. At the same time, many research and 
development institutions have been estab- 
Kshed at the different universities in addition 
to the Royal Scientific Society. Two off the 
Jordanian universities are exclusively de- 
voted to the task: The state-owned University 
of Science -and Technology and the privatdy- 
run University of Applied Sciences. 

The work of afl these centres and institu- 
tions is being coordinated by the Higher 
Council of Science and Tec hnolo gy. Indi- 
vidually and collectively those institutions 
have achieved some progres s in certain areas 
of science and technology application. No- 
ticeable among these are advanc e me nt in 
hrigilisn systems and the harnessing of solar 
energy. But these are for from putting 
Jordan in league with Asian tigers. 

Academics who vfeft South-East Asia say 
the access story off many of these countries is 
b a sed on refor m ed and rigourous education 
systems, in Hbcnd economies and in massive 
investment. AH three ingredients are missing 
in the case of Jordan. Perhaps the most 
important single reason for the situation we 
find overselves in is the educational system 
that we have been grappling with and 
attempting to reform for a long time. While 
reforming the bureaucracy is not a forbid- 
ding task, given the will to do so, and 
flheiting investment is possible, g ive n the 
right conditions, education is a lo ng - term 
process. It requires a review off 


and execution, which itself takes at least Id 
years of school and university teaching. 

The Japanese and the Korean experiments 
are testimony to this co n tent i o n and every 
yea" *hat passes without genuine reform of 
the educational process is a lost year. 


A COLUMNIST in A! Ka’i Wednesday r eflected on the 
situation inside the self-rule areas of Palestine noting die 
local Palestinian people's frustration over tbc delay on the 
part of the donor nations to honour their commitments of 
providing financial assistance to the Palestine National 
Authority. Ibrahim A! Absi, writing from Jericho, said that 
the man in the street is obviously concerned over this 
situation and wonders if there is a conspiracy behind the 
delay, intended to undermine and discredit die local 
Palestinian authority. The writer said that further delays in 
delivering the promised assistance to the Palestinian 
leadership is bound to have very negative impact on the 
Palestinians in general and the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in particular, endangeringthe whole peace 
process. The writer quoted more pessimistic residents in 
Jericho as saying that Israel and certain Western powers 
were behind the delay in providing the urgently needed 
assistance with the intention of cm harassing the local 
Palestinian authority prior to ending its influence. 


A COLUMNIST in Ai Dust our daily warned the Muslim 
Brotherhood against going ahead with their threats of 
pulling out their representatives from Parliament. The 
Islamist deputies' exit from the Lower House of Parliament 
can only reflect adversely on the Islamic movement and 
weaken the Islamists' cause, said Saleh Qallab. The Muslim 
Brotherhood can, through its representatives in Parlia- 
ment, express its opposition to the government’s actions 
without violating the law and can continue to defend its 
own views openly under a democratic atmosphere, he said. 
At the same time, the Islamists are bound under the rules 
of democracy to accept the vote of the majority in 
Parliament and so continue to win the respect of the public 
and their colleagues in the House, continued Mr. Qallab. 


The View From Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Mqjdoubeh 


Nation building, the self-rule areas and the donors 


THE CURRENT tension between the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO)/the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) on the one hand and the so-called donor community 
on the o flier over the transfer of money to the self-rule areas 
presently under direct PLO/PNA supervision is, iro deafly, 
displeasing and pleasing at the same time. It is displeasing 
because Gaza and Jericho are in dire need of funds, and 
procrastination will make things worse than they already are; 
it is pleasing because many feel that it is time, especially at 
tins critical stage of nation building, for the Palestinians to 
reflect deeply on the ability of their institutions (those in 
existence as well as those being created) to handle money 
properly, and to justify and demonstrate such ability to the 
international community and to themselves. 

The situation is this. The PLO/PNA, eager to run daily 


sensitive transitional period, is of paramount importance if 
the PNA is to embark on r ealising h$ goals and aspirations 
and if peace with Israel is to pick up momentum and endure. 
So far, Gazans have been exemplary in their patience, 
perseverance and positive outlook; aside from the unfortun- 
ate incident at the border crossing with Israel a couple of 
weeks ago (an incident winch illustrates well the need to 
come up with quick but effective solutions to the various 
economic hardships and problems in the self-rule areas), 
everything else has been proceeding almost as smoothly as 
one would expect under the circumstances. But the said 
incide nt comes to remind us of bow threatening and 
dangerous the situation can be if promises are oven and few 
results are achieved- Gazans, in particular, have suffered 
long under occupation and have been long deprived of 




Thine are two additional reasons why such questions must 

^A) The PLO, justifiably or not, has since its es t ablishment 
in the sixties spent huge amounts of money, at times, quite 
lavishly. This is in no way surprising, even though it is 
ttSaSly regrettable. For one thmg^e PLO^ Kke l most 
countries in foe region, is largely a Iqrproduct of the so-called 
Third World mentality — one whi ch is not particularly 
conscious — or respectful of money matters. I am not saying 
here that foe PLO spent afl foe morey it received m the past 
on petty and trivial matters. Nor do I aim to discount its 
sacceSfol experience with institution buddwg m the di- 
asuora and foe invaluable services it provided the Palestinian 
refugees and people with. What I wish to assert, rather, is 
the feet that it could have been a lot wiser in allocating and 
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international community following foe signing of the PLO- 
Isracl Declaration of Principles in Washington last Septem- 
ber. The donor countries, unwilling to give the PLO/PNA a 
free hand m the matter, appear qmte reluctant to band over 
the money in tbc manner the PLO/PNA desires. The 
question, as far as one is able to tell, seems to be not so much 
mat the fends are not actually available, but that the donors 
want guarantees that such fends will be spent on specific 
projects and will be handled with extreme efficiency and 
care. 

Paradoxically, foe PLO/PNA is right, and foe donor 
community is right 

Ye s, condtions in Gaza and Jericho (and the occupied 
territories more generally) are quite dismal. The overwhelm- 
ing majority of families living m these areas are large and 
poor, income is extremely low, and unemployment is 
outrageously high. The infrastructure, as a result of 27 years 
of del i be ra te, subvenive and ruthless Israeli policies, is in 
absolute bad shape. Health, education, social, economic and 
other jpubfic-service institutions are way below standards. 
T echnic all y , the PNA has to start from scratch. A great deal 
of hard currency is needed not only to pay for die salaries of 
the employees die PLO/PNA is now in charge of, such as the 
police force and the staff of other establishments, but to 

mject life in many of foe vital institutions which Israel left 
behind in a £tate of coma, to implement projects and to 
create new opportunities. 

The matter is serious. For the PNA to gain credibility 
among its people and to function well, it must act quickly and 
produce tangible results. Stability, during this particularly 


home is a decent job, a dean apartment or honse, a 
meal at die end of the day and financial security. What is at 
stake if conditions in the self-rule areas do not significantly 
improve is not only tnrmofl in these areas but also real bad 
news for the Mideastera peace process. Clearly then, weHo 7 
sympathise with the PNA’s concerns. 

But we also sympathise with the concerns of the donor 
community. Money is serious business. No (me knows tins 
fact better than Western powers which, since the rise of 
capitalism, have well understood die role and importance of 
money in nation buflding and national strength, and in 
international influence and supremacy. However, money 
alone is not sufficient guarantee of advancement or progress; 
there has to be careful handling and careful planning. 
Benjamin Franklin is right: “Wealth” and “wisdom” must go 
hand in hand to e n su r e success. Otherwise, there will be a 
great deal of inefficiency, mismanagement, and waste — as 
we the people of today's Arab World well know by now. We 
should remember in this context that global funds, in the 
post-cold-war era and in the wake of tbc new world order, 
are immensely scarce. Almost all countries in the world, 
both rich and poor, are experiencing economic recession and 
complaining about lack of resources. Fundraising is no 
longer as fen and easy as it used to be a decade or two ago. 
Ana neither is in te r national aid. The point here is that the 
donor community has foe right to ask about the qualifica- 
tions of the PNA with respect to money handling and has the 
right to wait until it gets sufficient assurances. But the 
Palestinian and Arab people have aiso'the right to ask and be 
amply assured. 



Squabbling may yet lead to 


presidential defeat for French right 


By Paul Taylor 

Renter 


PARIS — Could the 
French right, still bouyant 
after foe ‘1993 election rout 
of its Socialist opponents, 
yet face defeat in next 
year's presidential election? 

The question may sound 
to-fetched at a time when 
opinion polls show the 
electorate is overwhelming 
fy conservative and a de- 
jected left-wing opposition 
is divided and in disarray. 

Bitter undeclared rivalry 
between Gaullist Party 
leader Jacques Chirac and 
Prime Minister Edouard 
Ballad ur threatens to un- 
leash a fratricidal war for 
the right-wing nomination. 

As politicians head for 
the beadies on their annual 
summer break, no one can 
be sure how this duel will 
end. 

“There will be blood on 
the walls," one Gaullist 
predicts. ‘‘It won’t happen. 
Balladur won’t fight." 
another forecasts. “They 
will settle it like gentle- 
men,” yet another guesses. 

The in-fighting reminds 
some conservatives uncom- 
fortably of right-wing feud- 
ing in 1981 and 1988 that 
helped assure Socialist 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand’s victory and reelec- 
tion. 

Some commentators be- 
lieve another split in foe 
right could yet open the 
way for outgoing European 

Commission President Jac- 
ques Defers to return to 
France next year and run a 
short, successful centre-left 
campaign for the presiden- 
cy. 

Opinion polls, subject to 
caution 10 months before 
the April 23 first round, 


show that while Mr. Baha- 
dur would beat Delon com- 
fortably in a run-off, Mr. 
Chirac could well lose to 
him. 

Neither Mr. Chirac, 61, 
nor Mr. Balladur, 65, has 
acknowledged the struggle 
even exists, although both 
men's closest associates 
have been fighting a guerril- 
la war of words. 

Mr. Chirac launched the 
first attack in June when he 


published a manifesto-style 
book called "A new 


France”, implicitly slam- 
ming Mr. Balladur by 
saying that foe war on un- 
employment, rather than 
inflation or currency stabil- 
ity, should take priority. 

Jean-Louis Debre, the 
Gaullist Party’s deputy 
secretary-general who is 
nicknamed “Chirac's hit- 
man”, followed up in mid- 
July, saying a different eco- 
nomic policy was needed to 
bring unemployment down. 

Gaullist parliamentary 
floor-leader Bernard Pons 
joined the chorus by voicing 
exasperation with “those 
who pretend that no other 
policy is possible.” 

Mr. Balladur responded 
tellingly by saying the 
French public was outraged 
by foe spectacle of politi- 
cians obsessed with nothing 
but the presidential elec- 
tion. 

Aides say be is hoping 
that a forecast fall in the 
jobless total from the end of 
this year, coupled with a 
revival of economic growth, 
will disarm critics. 

Each man has a power 
base. Mr. Chirac largely 
controls the Neo- Gaullist 
rally for the Republic Party 
he created in 1976 and com- 
mands foe loyalty of most 
of its 245 parliamentarians. 

He also . has wealthy and 


powerful friends in indus- 
try. 

Mr. Balladur controls the 
machinery of government, 
with its huge o p port u nities 
for patronage. He has shoe- 
horned many of his own 
men into key industry jots 
and has many s up port e rs in 
the union for French demo- 
cracy (UDF), junior part- 
ners in the coalition. 

UDF leader Valery Gis- 
card D’estaing, who lost foe 
presidency in 1981 partly 
because of right-wing divi- 
sions, has said be, too, is 
considering entering foe 
1995 race despite low poll 
ratings. 

Policy differences be- 
tween Mr. Chirac and Mr. 
Balladur, both Gaullists, 
have probably been ex- 
aggerated artificially by 
their rivalry but the contrast 


in styles is striking. 

It is a contest oetwi 


It is a contest between 
charisma and competence, 
between gats and brains, 
between a secular national- 
ist and a devout Roman 
Catholic conservative. 

A natural campaigner, 
Mr. Chirac is a restless, 
energetic populist who 
loves wading into crowds to 
shake hands, kiss babies 
and rub shoulders with 
ordinary folk. 

Mr. Balladur is a 
buttoned-up patrician who 
sounds pompous despite 
the image-makers' efforts 
to project him as a man in 
touch with the young. He 
was furious when a photo- 
grapher snapped him smok- 
ing a fat cigar. 

While Mr. Chirac’s back- 
era say France will want 
new vision and ambition 
when it elects a new presi- 
dent for seven years, Mr. 
Bahadur’s men say voters 
want reassurance and sound 
governance. 


Determined to win this 
time after two failed bids, 
Mr. Chirac professes loyal 
support for Mr. Bahadur’s 
centre-right government 
while keeping his distance. 

Ironically, it was Mr. 
Chirac who propelled foe 
former finance minister into 
the premiership by saying 
be aid not want the job 
again when foe right won a 
landslide parliamentary 
election victory over the 
Socialists in March 1993. 

After Mr. Chirac's bitter 
experience of “cohabita- 
tion” with Mr. Mitterrand 
from 1986 to 1988, Mr. Bal- 
ladur said in a landmark 
1990 article that left-right 
power-sharing could work 
provided the prime minister 
was not a candidate for the 
presidency. 

Mr. Chirac’s backers re- 
gard that as a promise by 
Mr. Balladur not to ran. 
The premier’s supporters 
say it was no such thing. 

Mr. Balladur steadfastly 
refuses to discuss the pres- 
idential race until next year 
although all his policy deci- 
sions seem calculated with 
the Elysee Palace in mind. 

The prime minister has 
quietly relished opportuni- 
ties to act presidentially 
during Mr. Mitterrand’s re- 
cent absence for prostate 
surgery and on an image- 


building trip to Africa, tra- 
ditionally Mr. Chirac terri- 


tory. 

France's six-month pres- 
idency of the European Un- 
ion from next January 
should give him further 
opportunities to shine. 

The unknown factor is 
whether Mr. Balladur really 
has tiie killer instinct to 
take on his party leader and 
political ally of 30 years in a 
head-to-head fight for the 
candidacy. 




amounts of money. Kauier man use suwu wwia 
Arabs (both citizens and governments) abused it remark- 
ably. We wasted so much on expensive^ airs, fashionable 
dotbes, luxurious estates; spectacular bnfldmgs of all sorts, 
•jj famsi art schemes, outrageous hobbies, etc. The PLO was 
no exception, even though as a revolutionary organisation it 
was supposed to be one. 


was w w — — _ , 

B) The PLO, as foe spearhead of a people aspiring to the 
condition of statehood, has little experience in state buflding. 
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harbour scepticism and doubt about its ability to run 
few iwriai matters singlebandedly. And it is the PLO’s right, 
indeed duty, to dispel such scepticism, doubt, or fear. 

Well, be foe case as it may, the ball is in the PLO’s/PNA’s 
court now. The way I see it, there is one choice for it, and 
one choice only: to prove sooner than later that it is worthy 
of people's trust and that ' it can handle financial matters 
responsibly.' What is past is past; we are the children of the 
’90s and the 21st century. The seventies and eighties are not 
likely to be repeated; the honeymoon is over. What is 
required now is foe creation of a reliable body, composed of 
a team of experts, whose sole job is to keep a dose ejtSfon' 
what e ver fends come to the self-rule areas and to oversee 
meticulously the way the funds are allocated and spent. Ben 
Franklin is right again: “Waste not. want not.” In my 
opinion, this could be a very positive challenge, in addition 
to being an absolutely necessary task. 


West, Russia face 
potential disaster 


over Bosnia 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Renter 


BRUSSELS — The West- 
ern allies and Russia face 
diplomatic humiliation, 
fresh disagreements and 
posable military disaster if 
they fail in a final bid to win 
Bosnian Serb acceptance of 
their peace plan for Bosnia, 


diplomats say. 
iWith the thn 


sWhh the threat of a new 
flarenp in Europe's worst 
conflict since World War II, 
foreign ministers from the 
United States, Russia and 
the European Union agreed 
on Saturday to tighten sanc- 
tions against Belgrade in an 
effort to end the war. 

But diplomats said the 
major powers, straggling to 
maintain a united front, had 
done Kttie more than pnt 
off difficult choices about 
tiie next steps to be taken. 

Russia and others are 
appealing to Bosnia’s Serbs 
to reconsider and swallow 
the international peace 
plan, which has been 
accepted grudgingly by ■ the 
Moslim-Groat affiance bfq 
rejected by the Serb ride. 

“It's our best hope be- 
cause every other choice 
open to us is potentially 
disastrous," said one 
Brussels-based diplomat 
closely involved with 
attempts to broker an end 
to foe war. 

“We can either do no- 
thing, which would main- 
tain the international con- 
sensus but wreck what’s left 
of our credibility, or we can 
take steps that would risk a 
major row among foe allies 
and perhaps just make foe 
conflict worse.” 

None of- foe Western 
powers is prepared to impose 
a solution by force, 
although many of them — 
as well as Russia — know 
their troops serving as U.N. 
peacekeepers in Bosnia are 
at risk. 

So what are the options? 

The first would be sim ply 

to tighten U.N. sanctions 
against Belgrade — the 
lowest common denomina- 
tor and something on which 
all of foe major powers 
could agree. 

The problem with that 
option, diplomats say, it 
that it will not affect foe 
fighting while destroying 
any credibility that remains 
after more than two years 
of failed efforts by foe Un- 
ited Nations, the European 
Union and NATO to end 
the conflict. 

Before the Geneva meet- 

Pl*» was 
billed as a last chance, with 
foe toeat of tougher action 

to follow if tiie parties re- 
jected the scheme which 
would give foe Muslim- 
Croat alliance 51 per cent of 


Bosnia and leave the rest to 
foe Serbs. 

“If that is all we can do, 
then we are going to took 
like hollow men," said 
another diplomat. “The! duns - ,f 
Serbs will have called our 
bluff again and they wfl] have 

won.” . _ 

More sanctions are im- 
tikely to have any positive 
effect on the fighting and 
may provoke more Serb 
attacks on lightly armed 
U.N. peacekeepers from 
Western nations and Rus- 


sia. 

But agreement on 
tougher measures septus 
unlikely because of tensions 
within the alliance that has 
been trying to end the war 
through the "contact 
group” which drew up the 
peace plan. 


The United States has 
talked of ending the arms 
embargo, which would 
allow the Muslims access to 
badly needed heavy 
weapons. Britain ana 
France dislike this option 
although they say it may be 
inevitable if foe Serbs re- 
main intransigent. 

In any case, the threat 
may be hollow. 

Russia, with dose tradi- 
tional links to foe Serbs, is 


highly unlikely to agree to 
lift the United Nations arms 


embargo. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton, under domestic press- 
ure to do more to help 
Bosnia’s Muslims, might be 
forced by Congress to lift 
the U.N.-imposed embargo 
unilaterally. 

But diplomats said that if 
the United States did so, 
Washington would be ac- 
cused by many countries of 
breaking international com- 
mitments at a time .when it 
is seeking U.N. support in 
other foreign policy areas 
such as Haiti. ~ 

There would also bjefsK 
risk of a major row- with 
Russia. 

France and Britain, the 
major contributors to foe 
U.N. force in Bosnia, have 
indicated they would have 
to withdraw their troops if 
foe aims embargo is final 

The final option is the use 
of limited militar y action to 
“punish” the Serbs for their 
refusal to make peace, us- 
ing NATO air power and 
more vigorous protection of 
U.N. -designated “safe 
areas” in Bosnia. 

But the risks there are 
equally great. NATO 
strikes earlier this year pro- 
voked a major row wifo 
Moscow and more attacks 
could bring massive Serb 
retaliation against U.N. 
forces — again raising foe 
spectre of a military disas- 
ter. 
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>■>*£!$& 


* «°5 V* 

;«5Si 

want nor*’® 1 * 


In the first days of Jerash Festival for Culture and Arts 
visitors put up a timid appearance in the different 
theatres, unbelieving that they would bear or see 
anything that could bring entertainment and joy to 
their hearts. 

The festival’s management responded intelligently 
to tins situation and through prompt adjustments to 
the programmes, it succeeded to quickly bring about 
stimulation, thus attracting the largest number of 
audience. Instead of sufficing itself with the local 
folkloric troupes who performed at the main square, 
the management brought in American folk dancers 
and the Indian folkloric troupe to the scene , both 
presenting new colours of dancing and music that won 
the audience’s applause and became the focus of 
attention of aU visitors to this year’s event. 

There is no doubt that the alteration in the festival’s 
programmes to win the favour of the audience was a 
clever move on the part of the management and one 
that removed the psychological barrier between the 
festival and the public whose members started rushing 
in multitudes towards the children’s theatre , Artemis , 
Gerada, the popular cafe and the South Theatre. The 
move fulfilled the dream of the visitors of a successful 
festival this year and enabled them to attain their right 
to enjoyment despite the somewhat worrying dremnst- 
ances facing their country at the moment. 


Ten thousand daily visitors to Jerash were enough to 
show enthusiasm for the event; and according to the 
management, the audience proved capable of selecting 
events that best met their own taste. 

In the light of the audience’s selection of the events, 
cure can deduce that some changes have swept over the 
way of thinking among the Jordanian society in the 
past years, steering them away from cultural activates 
requiring mental and serious efforts and driving them 
closer to entertainment performances, helping them to 
feel relaxed and happy. 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

For instance a big audience showed clear preference 
to the Spanish folk dance group and the mom than 
20,000 visitors in one night gathered to bear the 
popular singer George Wassoof. While in contrast, 
Jordanian musician Yousef Khasho foiled to attract a 
big audience despite his playing the works of world 
renouned composers and his own works on the piano. 

Again, a Shakespearean play presented for the first 
time at the festival has given way to a local comedy 
The World Family which won the acclaim of most 
visitors. 

Poets found a few listeners to their readings and they 
reacted by cursing the present decline in Arab culture 


and blaming the Jordanian public , the backwardness 
and the ignorance which they said were still lingering 
within toe society. 

The poor turnout of audience to listen to the poems, ' 
prompted a writer in AJ Ra'i daily to direct the blame 
towards the poets themselves, hence triggering a war 
of words between the press and the poets. 

The foot is that poetry that lacks the touch of 
“music” and fails to attract dancers does not appeal to 
the public any more. While the controversy persists, 
some poets have expressed the view that sinister 
conspiracies are being concocted against them. 

As to Gerada, critics could only describe it as an 
embodiment of success. Some said that the local 
cultural activities presented at Gerada represented a 
workshop or laboratory for resting die public's views. 

One can proudly say that some of the performances 
at Gerada proved to be up to world quality standards, 
despite the short time for preparations, the insufficient 
materials and limited experience. 

The poetry-reading accompanied by music, as well 
as the music and dancing at Gerada attracted great 
numbers of visitors who watched the dancing and the 
young poets mating verse to the tunes of music. 

Indeed , the young Jordanian musidans who pre- 
sented oriental music on Western musical instruments 
and Western music through oriental instruments de- 
serve applause and encouragement. 


Realising that Jordanian youths am thrilled by 
Western music , the festival’s management made 
arrangements for a Jordanian troupe to present West* 
cm style music at Artemis Theatre ; and observer 
considered this move as worthy of appredation and 
support. 

Through Gerada the festival’s management bm 
attempted to present the works of local folk troupe § 
within the framework of the Western style concept, 
that is, to the accompaniment of music. The experi- 
ment followed in the footsteps of those successful 
performances by the Moroccan and Tunisian folk 
Croupes which acted to the accompaniment of Spanish 
and French music. 

The Jordanian experiment was not so successful, 
however, in that the group of young Jordanian 
musidans tried to present “rock music” that did not 
win the taste of the audience, resulting in a conflict of 
views and traded criticism. 

Thanks to the strenuous efforts of the technicians 
who ensured light and sound; and the transport sector 
which guaranteed regular trips, the aimed forces and 
police who secured law and order, the Jerash Festival 
proved to be a distinugished affair. 

Indeed, the success of this year’s performance a 
under the new perspective augurs well for the coming 
seasons which hopefully will be held in an atmosphere 
of peace where culture can play a most constructive 
role. 
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Restoration of 
Stevenson’s historic 
borne, Vailima, is under 
way. There are also plans 
to Gx his neglected tomb. 

Tourists who climb a 
steep and slippery rain 
forest trail up Mount Vaea 
to visit it are sometimes 
shocked to see bored 
teens scratching their 
names and initials into 
layers of whitewash on the 
tomb. 

“It’s just something 
everyone does,” ex- 
plained one boy. 

Before he died at the 
age of 44, Stevenson chose 
the grave site and wrote 
his own poetic epitaph: 

“Under the wide and 
starry sty, 

“Dig the grave and let 
me He...” 

He arrived in 1889, hop- 
ing the tropical warmth 
would stave off tuberculo- 
sis caught as a child in the 
cold mists of bis native 
Scotland. 

He fell in love with the 
country during the last 
Gve years of his Me. 


He learned the lan- 
guage and championed 
the rights of Samoans 
against the ambitions of 
Germany, Britain and the 
United States. Each 
wanted to take over the 
islands which straddled 
strategically important 
trans-Pacific shipping 
routes. 

Warships regularly 
docked at Apia in a show 
of pre-Woria War I super- 
power rivalry. 

Foreign envoys med- 
dled in local affairs and 
tried to pit opposing island 
dans against one another 
and triggered tribal war- 
fare. Stevenson, who was 
awarded chiefly rank, 
often' intervened to bring 
petite " : 

“ Stevenson was an 
adviser to our chiefs and 
•had groat compassion for 
Samoans who were right- 
ing among themselves 
said Seiuli Paul Wallwork, 
a Samoan member of the 
foundation’s board whose 
English grandfather knew 
Stevenson. 


All the while he kept 
writing books , stories , 
poems and newspaper 
articles sent by sail boat to 
publishers in Britain and 
the United States. 

Soon after his death, 
Germany annexed West- 
ern Samoa. The United 
States took over the smal- 
ler eastern islands, which 
remain American Samoa. 

A German governor 
moved into Vailima and 
had the bouse extended. 

At the outbreak of 
World War I, the colony 
was seized by New Zea- 
land on behalf of Britain. 
Vailima became home to a 
long line of New Zealand 
administrators and then 
the JofBdal. residence . of 
WesterhSamoa’s head of 
static at independence in 
1962. 

The United Nations 
now considers Western 
Samoa as one of the 
world’s least developed' 
countries. Many of its 
people still lead simple vil- 
lage lives , and most rely 
on financial support from 


relatives who have moved 
overseas to work. 

Apia is a dilapidated 
capital. Buildings are foil- 
ing apart. The roads are 
potholed and dusty. 

Apart from one hotel 
named the Tusitala, 
there’s nothing in the 
town reminiscent of 
Stevenson, who regularly 
strolled its streets. 

The once stately Vaili- 
ma fell into serious disre- 
pair and was almost des- 
troyed by three recent t to- 
pical cyclones. 

“It was in bad shape 
when we started,” said 
Mr. Winegar. “When it's 
complete, it will look 
much as it did when it was 
enlarged by the Germans . 
But made it will appear 
very much as it did when 
Stevenson Hved there.” 

Mr. Winegar and fellow 
ex-missionaries Dan 
1 Wakefield and Rex 
Maughan spent several 
years in western Samoa 
for the Morman church in 
the 1960s and now reg- 
ularly visit the islands to 


supervise the project, 
regularly visit the islands 
to supervise the project. 

The Western Samoan 
government hopes it will 
become a tourist attrac- 
tion for their cash-strap- 
ped country. 

Mr. Winegar also hopes 
it will inspire Samoans to 
learn more about their 
once beloved Tusitala. 

However, restoring a 
house might prove easier 
than rebuilding a memory. 

Few Samoans have read 
Stevenson’s adventure 
classics Treasure Island, 
Kidnapped and The 
Strange Case Of Dr. 
Jekyll And Mr. Hyde. 

“For somebody so well 
known around the world, 
he’s not really known ab- 
out here,” said Ulafola 
Aiavao, a Samoan jour- 
nalist. “ His work isn’t 
taught much in schools. 
Little has been translated 
into Samoan (language). 
He was writing for a fore- 
ign audience.” 
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versity in Hamilton, 
Ontarit, said in an edito- 
rial in the journal. 

He cautioned that “ the 
procedures are so costly 
that there is pressure to 
maximise success. ” But 
the techniques for increas- 
ing the rate of success may 
raise the risk of multiple, 
births which , in turn, 
cause costs to spiral and 
heighten the risk of 
adverse effects to the 
babies and their mothers. 

Advocates of fertility 
treatments are trying to 
force insurance companies 
to pay for such treat- 
ments , arguing that infer- 


nents counter that there 
are insufficient funds for 
such expensive treatments 
when couples are not 
actually ill. 

Eight states already re- 
quire insurance companies 
to pay for test-tube baby 
techni ques. o fficially 
known as “in vitro ferti- 
Hsation,” but the Clinton 
administration’s health 
plan would not require 
this . 

In the first study, led by. 
Peter Neumann of the 
Project Hope Centre for 
Health Affairs in Betbes- 
da, Maryland, researchers 
examined all costs associ- 
ated with trying to pro- 
duce a test-tube baby and 
concluded that the price 


tag for each child bom in 
the first attempt 
amounted to $66,667. 

If the Gist attempt is 
unsuccessful, the price for 
each baby increases be- 
cause the success rate de- 
clines with each attempt. 
By the sixth try, the cost 
of each test-tube baby 
bom jumps to SU4J286. 

Dr. Neumann and his 
colleagues calculated that 
if in vitro fertilisation were 
restricted to women 
whose fallopian tubes had 
been blocked, the cost is 
$50,000 for each child suc- 
cessfully bom on the first 
try, and $72,727 for each 
baby bom on the sixth try. 

Women with fallopian 
tube blockages are often 


the best candidates for in 
vitro fertilisation. 

“For couples in which 
the woman is older and 
there is a diagnosis of 
male-factor infertility, the 
cost rises from $160,000 
for the first cycle to 
$800,000 for the sixth,” 
the researchers said. 

In the second separate 
study, a team led by 
Tamara Callahan of die 
National Centre for Infer- 
tility Research at Mas- 
sachusetts General Hos- 
pital looked at the added 
costs for in vitro fertilisa- 
tion that produces multi- 
ple births. 

Normally, only about 
one in 100 pregnancies re- 
sult in twins. But when in 
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''ZMZiCAPE CANAVERAL. 
’'’heir —In a high-tech war- 

Ihnrflf 000 of sending a message 
a bottle, -nearly 40,000 
Tr-nV in SO countries 

] Serbs vi .iiave contributed thoughts 

Jake P^'K' 80 ^ recordings that will be 
air po*^>,f l4 .canjed in a satellite ex- 
u spr oM^z&vpactod to circle Earth for 
;nate d ' eternity. 
osnia- pV “This is an archive that 
■fete await fotnns discovery 

**«: ty an archaeologist or an 

r vff & of a mure age 

i mo* archaeology in re - 

mass^ said inn Femen, 

gains' -director of the not-for- 
ain rai®v Spacearc Project at 

militfP I the Rochester Museum 

and Science Centre in 
i Rochester, N.Y. 
j The* satellite is sche- 

a doled to be launched at 
7 2354 GMT Thursday and 
wffl orbit 22,300 miles 
(35,880 fans) above the 
Earth. 

Some of the estimated 
39,800 messages of immortal- 


U. 


from nearly 40,000 earthlings 


ity that will stay bot- 
tled up in space for mil- 
lions of years came from: 
Apollo 17 Commander 
Eugene Osman, last man 
‘to walk on the moon; 
Mercury astronaut 
Donald " Deke ” Slayton, 
who died last year; U.S. 
Vice President A1 Gore; 
more than 200 prisoners; 
more than 1,000 members 
of the Compassionate 
Friends Zhc., a support 
group for parents whose 
children have died; and 
more than 1,000 terminal- 
ly HI youngsters. 

Even music win be sent 
heavenward. 

‘.7 composed this music 
dreaming about beautiful 
future with blue sky , 
green grass and happy 


children,” writes 8-year - 
old Nadia Aitamonova 
from the former Soviet 
Union. 

‘7t mqy be that the old 
astrologers had the truth 
exactly reversed, when 
they believed that the 
stars controlled the des- 
tinies of men. The time 
may come when men con- 
trol the destinies of stars,” 
writes 76-year-old science 
fiction writer Arthur C. 
Clarke. 

The dying children were 
always positive, Mr. Fer- 
ren said: “I can deal with 
anything that’s coming my 
way f ” they wrote , “but 
the only thing I worry 
about is how my parents 
will feel.” 

The messages have 


been coining in since 1988. 
In many cases , orgamsa.- 
'tions from school dis- 
tricts to the British 
Broadcasting Corp. and 
the Voice Of America 
paid the nominal entry 
fee. NASA promoted the 
project in classrooms 
around the world. 

The prisoners were con- 
trite: Most of them talked 
about bow much they 
wished they hadn’t 
screwed up.” 

No message was re- 
fused. Abortion, capital 
punishment, drugs , reli- 
gion — you name it, 
there’s a message. Usually 
extreme: “By the time yon 
find us, we’re probably 
going to be extinct and if 
we are it’s because of the 


following reasons...” 

“( Censorship ) would 
have skewed the value, 
the content of the arc- 
hives,” Mr. Ferren said. 
“In order to give an accu- 
rate position of what our 
society or civilisation was 
like in the early 1990s , we 
left it in there.” 

For an even broader 
view, Mr. Ferren enclosed 
CD-roms of Compton’s 
Encyclopedia and the 
CNN TV programme, 
1993: The 100 DeGning 
Moments and a compact 
disc featuring the music of 
18 groups, including Peter 
Gabriel and Jhni Hendrix. 

For Mr. Ferren , the 
idea of someone finding 
the capsule someday is the 


vitro fertilisation is used, 
the rate jumps to an esti- 
mated 15 to 30 per cent. 
Having twins or triplets 
increases the likelihood of 
complications at birth, or 
that the newborns will 
need intensive care. 

The Callahan group 
found that multiple births 
cost Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital and 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital over $3 million in 
one year. The facilities 
admit about 2J200 women 
to give birth each year and 
in most cases, the extra 
costs were passed to con- 
sumers. 

The cost estimates in 
the studies were based on 
1991 dollars. 


romantic part of the pro- 
ject be dreamed up for a 
high school paper in 1972. 
What interests him “even' 
more is the creative, intro- 
spective process behind 
the messages. 

Hughes Communica- 
tions Inc. donated space 
on its direct TV satellite 
for the 8-pound (3.6-kg) 
time capsule. The satellite 
mil be boosted a few hun- 
dred kilometres after its 
12-year working life. At 
that altitude and barring a 
collision, the craft and its 
contents should last inde- 
finitely. 

Unlike NASA ’s Pioneer 
W hurtling deeper into 
space with a plaque on the 
outride, there’s no mes- 
sage on the exterior of this 
sateltite, no hint at all of 
what’s inside. 

.“To us, it seems just as 
exciting and romantic if it 
just remains there kind of 
as a hidden jewel, never 
unearthed , never found,” 
Mr. Ferren said. 


By Sue Zeidler 
Reuter 

PITTSBURGH — 
Spanish-born megastar 
Julio Iglesias has racked 
up nearly 1.000 gold re- 
cords and is singing to 
sold-out concert halls on 
an international tour, yet 
this humble heart-throb 
knows his limitations. 

*Tm stiB learning to sing 
right now. I just want to 
reach more colours in my 
voice, ” Iglesias told Reu- 
ters during a recent inter- 
view. 

Given such modesty, it 
is not surprising that Igle- 
rias turned down an offer 
most could not refuse — a 
chance to star in Oliver 
Stone's upcoming film 
version of Evita against 
Michelle Pfeinfer in the 
leading role. 

“ Oliver came to me af- 
ter a concert in Radio City 
and proposed the role of 
Juan Peron , " Iglesias said. 
“J love Oliver Stone very 
much but it’s difficult for 
me to do something I’m 
not professional in. 

“I’m not an actor and I 
don’t want to feel ridicu- 
lous or do something I 
can’t do,” he said. 

Iglesias has done a little 
acting, recently appearing 
in two episodes of the 
popular U.S. television 
soap series. Genera/ Hos- 
pital. 

But for the time being, 
be is busy performing on 
an international tour 
featuring many songs from 
His tieWly released album 
Crazy. 

This is his fourth 
English-language album 
and also includes tunes in 
Spanish, Portuguese and 
Italitan. Iglesias actually 
sings in six different lan- 
guages but said he is just 
now beginning to feel 
comfortable si nging in En- 
glish. 

“I feel more comforr- 
ab/e singing in English 
than in Chinese so I guess 
my English is getting bet- 
ter,” he said. 

Fifty-year-old Iglesias 
began singing nearly 30 
years ago in Spain and has 
made 70 albums. His 
Spanish bits have earned 
man the bulk of his 960 
gold records and 350 plati- 
num records. 

Crazy features a duet 
with Dolly Parton, back- 
ground vocals by Art Gar - 



funkel and lead guitar and 
vocals by Sting. 

A video of bis duet with 
Parton is due out in Au- 
gust, and another video 
featuring Iglesias and 
Sting is due to be released 
in October. 

Before Iglesias disco- 
vered music, he wap 
signed on as a goalkeeper 
with Spain’s professional 
Real Madrid soccer team. 

At the age of 19, he was 
temporarily paralysed m 
an automobile accident 
and a doctor gave him a 
guitar to entertain himself 
during a two-year rehabi- 
liation. His life was 
changed forever. 

Iglesias offers few clues ; 
about his private life, pro - 
ferring to say it is non- 
existent. 

“ I don't have much of a 
private life. My life in my 
music. My home is a 
hotels and my family is the 
hotel staff. I like the soap 
very much,” he said. 

Iglesias said he is cur- 
rently putting together a . 
compilation album of £5 
songs he performed from 
1968 to 1985. 

I’m re-recording them 
all because my singing is 
better now. My voice was 
pretty bad back then, ” he 
said, adding that he hopes 
the Gve-CD collection wid 
be released by the end of 
1995. 
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Recording with a PC 

Jesut-Clauito EUas # -- 

usf recording you made with your /J/I/ 

r ou probably picked up your guitar ^ 


A letter to the mayor 


By JeatOhCbrndm EUas 

Remember the first recording you made with your 
radio cassette? You probably p/cfced up your guitar 
and sang a popular, easy tune. Or maybe you just 
caught your friends unaware and recorded a casual 
conversation they had. Later, listening to these simple 
' recordings, again and again , brought you great joy and 
*fun. 

If you still have one such recording , made a few 
| years ago, and try to play it back again, chances are 
you will find it much modified. The cassette tape 
almost certainly carries more noise (tape hiss) and the 
bright , high frequencies that are the main characteris- 
tics of a live sound have faded, leaving a dull, 
“muddy” kind of music. 

The noise level increase and the high frequencies 
decrease are only two of the many signs of recordings 
aging. Not to mention that even wizen it is fresh (just 
recorded), a sound on cassette is far from being 
perfect 

Professional, studio recording aside, even home 
users have other, better alternatives than the inexpen- 
sive cassette media. Reel-to-reel tape recorders and, 
more recently , DAT (Digital Audio Tape) not only 
offer high quality recording but also ensure a superior 
long term conservation of the work. Thanks however 
to its incomparable practicality, availability and price, 
the cassette remains, by far, die most widely used 
media and the most well accepted compromise. 

Therefore, considering an almost universal demand, 
it was only normal that software and hardware 
designers came up with a PC (personal computer) 
based solution for recording. No product however, 
prior to this year, came even cfose to what the average 
recordist would expect. 

Ail systems available up to 1993 were either highly 
priced, oriented towards the strictly professional 
market, or consumer oriented, reasonably priced but 
fell short of satisfactory specifications. 

Four companies, Roland, Cubase , SoundScape and 
Turtle Beach now propose friendly systems that allow 
any PC home user to make perfect recordings that are 
guaranteed to remain unaltered for generations. Tur- 
tle Beach’s Quad Studio is only $500 while Sound- 
Scape is at $3,000. Features and characteristics are of 
course different. Nevertheless , all of the mentioned 
products allow perfect, first class digital recording. 
The minimum hardware and software pre-requisite is a 
386 PC, a hard disk, 2 MB of memory and MS- 


Windows. 

Basically, any of the above systems will consist of a 
interna/ card to install in the PC and a programme to 
contra/ all the operations. The actual recording is 
saved on the harddisk, instead of a cassette or a tape. 
Since the system is digital and computer based, it 
offers much more than simple recording. 

The first, obvious difference is the multi-tracking 
possibility. On a regular cassette machine, if you 
record over an already existing material , you auto- 
matically, inevitably erase the previous one. On a. 
multi-track system, you record “next” to the existing 
material. You can for instance start with the piano, 
then add your voice while li stening to the piano, then 
add strings arrangements, and so on. Once aB tracks 
recorded, a final mix is necessary to ensure a balanced 
distribution of all parts. The final product can be 
recorded on a standard tape. 

Turtle Beach proposes 4 tracks while SoundScape 
offers 8. Some systems allow you to manipulate the 
recorded track to a great extent Equalisation, for 
instance, giving the sound more or less treble or bass is 
an important element of any good recording. Non- 
destructive operation is equally important. You can 
make a modification to a track (or part of a track) and 
listen to its effect before you actually validate it on tire 
hard disk. This gives a greater flexibility when, 
working. 

It is worth mentioning that sound cards like Sound 
Blaster or Sound Galaxy which arc great for computer 
games offer some form of digital rcconfing hot are not 
suitable for real speech or music work for they are 
Banted to a maximum of 60 seconds per stream and do 
not offer multi-tracking. 

Though recording with a PC is certainly not as 
practical as with a small radio-cassette, the result is 
infinitely superior. The bottom fine is that every 
person who has a PC will want to experiment and 
eventually use a PC based rcconfing system, sooner or 
later. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohmmmmd A. 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT 

Albert Einstein couldn’t talk until be had been 
three years old. His father used to describe him as 
“ very stupid” in learning things. 

A A A A A 

In San Diego Zoo, southern California, there lives 
a kind of monkey which can, at regular times, get 
away from its cage and then reappear to demons- 
trate its intelligence to the astounding audience! 

ft A it A it 

A young French girl, a secondary stodent, has been 
endows/ three braim baring reached fall growth, a 
phenomenon that has never existed in any living 
creature since creation. Once ‘The miracle” gjri 
reads a 2 000-page book of any sort, she can learn it 
by heart from A to Z. Strangely enough, if she gets, 
for example, an idea about Einstein theory of 
relativity, she is capable of making — on paper — 
an atomic bombl 

A A A A A 

An American woman placed 12 eggs of an Austra- 
lian ostrich in her coat After a period of three days 
it was observed that the eggs bad been hatched. 

A A A A A 

An American has invented an automatic arm to be 
used by waiters who offer services to customers at 
caffs and restaurants. 


LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 


PRETTY GIRL: I didn’t know he was groping for . 
money! ■ ** 

COOKING IS FUN 

Chtckpmm In S m mw Oil 

Hummus Bit-Tehina 


1 lb 116 ox. cooked chickpeas. 

10 oz. tehzna. 

7 ox. lemon juice (about the juice of 4 lemons) 

1 dove garlic well mashed m part of the salt 
5 tbs, cold water (not quite 2 ox.) 

Chopped parsley and red pepper (for decoration) 

Method 

Mash garfic with salt until fine. Drain chickpeas horn 
water and sthrmto it the mashed garfic. Mar well. Pour 
the mixture into a masher (food blender). When it is 
well mashed add sesame oO (tehina). Gradually add 
lemon juice which has been strained. Ron the entire 
mixture through * fine strainer forcing it fhroogh with 


Sony: Asm 

Excuse me! Maadrmtan! 

That’s all right. Wahowa kazafik. 

Not at afiZDon’t mention it 

La sbokran ala wajibJAl-affa. 

It doesn’t matter. 

La jabomJLaysa rafika xa ahanwUya. 
Pardon? What? Afwan? Masai 

Am I disturbing you? Bbdax’qjtokal 

Tm sosony to have troubled you . 

Assif jiddan le-b’aajfka. 
Good. That's fine. Hasanan. HaxaJameeL 

Can I help you? JBMtahttfle-ayymusa'ada? 
No, thank you. I can manage. 

La, shukran, Yomkhtoni amal zaflk. 


TIME FOR FUN 

A WIFE: “The servant we sacked yesterday had 
stolen the best towel. 

HUSBAND: The best well! Really? Which one? 

WIFE: The one we brought with us from die hotel 
in which we stayed on our last summer vacation. 

A A A A A 

A POLICEMAN: You claim this young man has 
taken out your money from the top of your 
stockings. 

PRETTY GIRL: Yes sir. 

POLICEMAN: Why didn't you ask for help? 


sliced radishes, tomatoes and black olives). 

YOUR CHARACTER IN FOCUS 
Bom on June 2 


— Gentle and has a strong imagination . 

— Responsive to new thoughts and ideas. 

— Abhors fighting, quarrelling or war in any form. 

— Diplomatic, a unique negotiator. 

— Has a great attraction for books, literature and 
history. 

— Warm-hearted and intensely human. 

— Has a very receptive mind and keen intellect. 

— Routine work doesn’t suit him. - - - - 


PUZZLES 

A. HALF-MINUTE TEASER 

These letters when rearranged make tire name of two 

animals . 

NO BILL, MAI 

A A A A A 

B. TRANS-POSER 

Find a word meaning PERIL. Then by tranqnsing the 

letters, turn it into a, word meaning a BIRD. 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. What is the difference between chalk, blackboard 
chalk , quick lime, slaked lime and hydrated lime? 

Z What countries were contained in Hitter’s Empire 
when it was at its zenith? 

3. In what games are the following terms used? — 
Petering, Rubicon, Bob major. Gambit, Bump, 
Full bed. Selling the dummy. One for bis nob . 


By E Yaghl 

A few weeks ago, I issued in two separate articles, 
complaints concerning the state of affairs of a certain 
circle in Amman. Sad to say, nothing has changed or 
even improved. Remember the Corn Man who sells 
diseases? Well, he still stands on the comer under the 
neon light nghf across from a heal stationery store 
peddling ■ out sickness contained in his com and 
turmos. He continues to wipe his cart dean try dipping 
a thinning sponge into the water the com cooks in, 
taming it into a murky broth. He scratches bis bead 
like crazy and cannot keep his fingers away ffom then 


like crazy and cannot keep his fingers away from their 
routine nose-picking. Jus clothes are always filthy 
looking and unboned and his appearance therefore, is 
unkempt to say the least. Cool evening breezes 
seemingly fresh from the sea cause discarded nylon 
sacks to scurry across the busy street where the Com 
■Man posts his blue and red vinyl covered cart. Women 
roam about in clusters window stepping in the dotting 
store near where the Com Man stands with bis 
polluted wares. Business seems to go quite well with 
him after aB as every so often, a customer steps to 
purchase a nice juicy ear of com or a handful of 
turmos. The pale yellow moon glares down wearing a 
frown as it witnesses the ongoing hopeless affair. 

Cahn refreshing evenings find families out to enjoy 
the circle itself where parents usually sit on the ground 
as their children play hide and seek behind bushes and 
benches or skip on the pebbled sidewalk that criss- 
crosses the concentric park. 

The squatters still five in the middle of a highway-to- 
be and rent to the most suspicious looking characters. 
The other night, police shot into the air near one of the 
squatter's renters, and worse yet, a gold store was 
nearly robbed a few days later. - Who knows, for truck 
drivers stiB park their vehides across horn the circle 
next to a bank and have the privilege of observing ail 
activity in and around the circle. 

As for the gold store, three men armed with knives, 
a screw driver and a rope, in broad daylight, 
approached the goldsmith and tried to physica/fy 
harass him with perhaps the intent to loll. Three 
against one is not a good sign. However, the goldsmith 
fought far bis Ufa and managed to deter his attackers 


and call for help. The assailants ran away andby the 
me tbe police arrived, there was no stgn of them. 

hod of ironic Oat squatters can bond m the 
■middle of anv street supplied with electricity, water. 
Z^^&egafiy the building immediately 
** *° ne eentmetre^ built 

*hui basement garage planned by the muni^rtyfora 
Well way that never is? Inspectors only see jvhere the 

smell of money leads them, but if 
farther, they would find every house behind the arch 
built without the procurement of ahcence. And how 
dangerously ■ haphazard their structure, are, for the 
owSetafaxr nothing, not even the safety of their own 

famili es or their renters. . 

Rivers of sewage from time to time wind their way 
down the street that rotates around the circle to the- 
unconcern of health inspectors who never seem tofind 
their way to this heavily populated mountain. I beheve 
if the people fail to press far their rights due them , 
then it is up to the concerned authorities to ensure that 
proper health and safety measures are observed by all. 
What good does it do to encourage the pubbe to boil 
water far drinking or vaccinate their children against 
diseases when sewage drains a path of horror down the 
street or when food vendors sell food that is not fit to 
eat? 

So, Mr. Mayor, what do you think? Do you condone 
such conditions and advise your public to shut their 
eyes to wrongs that continue to occur or are there 
comprehensive health and safety plans that pertain to 
all regardless of social status? Should trucks be allowed 
to park in residential areas and litter the area around 
them with scraps of leftover food and paper? Should 
uninspected food vendors continue to sell unclean food 
that risks the safe health of others and should 
squatters’ shacks which are an eyesore to any area 
squat to their hearts’ content? Is there no alternative 
housing plan far such individuals? I find it rather 
depressing that with all the inspectors whose wages are 
supplied hy the taxpayers of Jordan there never seem 
to be any inspecting unfit conditions in any area at 
appropriate tunes. A society must be protected from 
itself. This is why people cluster together in cities for 
personal protection, far social needs and to exchange 
goods and services for the mutual benefit of all. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


ft59 Da Beats On 
9:10 Murder She Wrote 
, • ; 20300 News fa - Engfish . 
10-20 Movie Of The Week 


Friday, Aug. 5 

7:15 PoBution 

7 JO The Mmuters Today 

. 9:10 RN.G. 

KkOO News La EngBsb 

Kk20 Kmihe 

llrtrfDod’a Army 

S aturda y, Aug. d 

8J0 Movies, Games and Videos 

The programme features new games far the futuristic 
P.C. It also features some of the most recent films such 
as Sister AtX-H; The Aristocrats; Beethoven-2; and 
Sbadowiands. 

9:10 One To One 

A talk show, hosted by Dr. Ziad Rifa 7. This week his 
guest is Nawal Fa’ouri, the first and only woman 
member in the “Shoura” Council of The Islamic 
Front. ” 

9J0 The Campbefis 
The Raid 

A number of Irish rebels find ways to express their 
anger against the British 

KkOO News In English 


Sunday, Aug. 7 

8J0 Coach 

9:10 Stolen lives 

This last episode provides us with sad news about Sam 
and James who are both sick, but good news far Dawn. 

10J0 News In English 

1020 The House Of Effort 

■While Elizabeth and Alexander’s relationship deterio- 
rates, the sisters consider a new and a more “ public ” 
approach in their designs. 


Monday, Aug. 8 

8-JO Big Brother Jake 

Dinner For Eight 

Jake and friends celebrate the coming back of Connie, 


w. ho has been away far over 30 years. 


9:10 A Galactic Odyssey 


A documentary with a touch of science fiction story 
about exploring the sun . via , the spaceship Helius. 

10.-00 News In English 

10:20 Matrix 

False Witness 

^ 11:10 No Job For A Lady 

\ 

\ But I voted For You 

Labour Party member, Jane, tries to impress her 
constituents against damaging attempts from the 
opposing Conservative Party. 


Tuesday, Aug. 9 ... 

8J0 Hollywood Stunts 

The programme takes a behind the scene look at 
motion pictures “fire” power and a close examination 
of “ the weapons of Hollywood. ” 

10:00 News In E nglis h 

10:20 The Commish 

Do You See What I See? 

Commissioner Skah and his vigilant men are after a 
rapist of wealthy women. 

22.-60 Bose Against The Odds 

The story of how a young Australian aborigine pursues 
bis love far boxing and becomes , with hard t raining a 
famous champion. 


Wednesday, Aug. 10 

8-30 Harry And The Handersons 

Roots 

9:1© Documentary — ■ The Nature Of Things 

Diabetes, Blood, Sugar, Sweat <& Teats 

Ah you need to know about diabetes: diagnosis, 
treatmenf and a case study of ethnic Canadian pa- 
bents, and others in Fmland. 

20.-06 News La English 

10:20 The Nanny 

Stop The Wedding / Want To Get Off 

^t^; ,SteriS to man > a ^ so she 

1H10 PoMark 

o^ne^ deS EUzabetb not f o many George , his 









Arts & Fashion 


JORDAN 


THURSDAY-FRJGDAY, AUGUST 4-5, 1994 


Stones hope Voodoo Lounge tour can work that old magic 
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By Peter MUkrship 

Reuter 

LONDON — Can a Stone 
still strut and pout at 51 
without looking ridicu- 
lous? 

Thirty years after their 
first American tour , Mick 
Jagger and the other most- 
ly middle-aged Rolling 
Stones are about to set off 
on a world tour, their big- 
gest yet. 

Jagger, three years old- 
er _ than President Biff 
Clinton, win use the same 
micro ph on e -s winging 
swagger ' to evoke the 
Stones’ magic when the 
Voodoo Lounge tour, tak- 
ing the title from the 
band’s latest album, opens, 
in Washington on Aug. 1. 

A Stones tour is colossal 
business and after dozens 
of shows in U.S. cities 
they will play in Canada, 
Latin America, Asia and 
Europe, hoping to outdo 
the 1989 Steel Wheels tour 
which earned $310 million 
and a place in the record 
books. 


“Ifs nice to prove that 
ns old boys can still do it," 
Jagger , who is a grand- 
father, told an interview- 
er. ‘People ask me about 
the age thing all the time 
hot I don’t see why being 
50 should stop me from 
getting up there and doing 
what I love." 

There have been jeers 
about “ wrinklics ” and 
rock critics are asking how 
long the Stones can roll as 
the grand old mot of rock 
— an image that would 
have horrified 1960s rebels. 

The free c oncert in Lon- 
don’s Hyde Park in July~ 
1969 and the stabbing to 
death of a youth by Hell’s 
Angels at a concert in 
California later that year 
provided enduring 
memories for a genera- 
tion. 

Record executives are 
adama nt the Stones are 
hip again for young record 
buyers. 

Referring to touring, 
50-year-ola guitarist Keith 
Richards said: “I’ll get a 
lawyer in a suit and expen- 


sive cologne coming up 
and shaking my hand one. 
minute and some 15-year- 
ofd kid is asking me about 
telecasters (fender guit- 
tars) the next. 

“By the time the Sex 
Pistols came along, we 
were boring old him and 
now who is?” be asked. 
“We’ve become interest- 
ing old hurts. Tm looking 
at the bands who are on 
tour this summer and it 
could be 20 years ago. 
Pink Floyd, the Eagles. ” 

Bands such as the Blade 
Crowes and Primal 
Scream have paid tribute 
to the icons of rock by 
playing songs in Rolling 
Stones style. “Very pecul- 
iar,” was Jagger’s verdict. 
“Nice enough guys but it’s 
still a bit weird." 

There were mixed re- 
views of the hugely - 
successful Voodoo 
Lounge album re/eased in 
July, with some critics rav- 
ing about its raw bar band 
sound and others writing it 
off as “ the toothless roar 
of a dying beast. ” 


Tom Lapping wrote 
tongue-in-cheek: “Ever 
since (the Who’s) Roger 
Daltrey sang Hope I Die 
Before I Get Old , the 
vexed question of whether 
senior citizens have the 
right to cany on rocking 
has nagged away at our 
acceptance of what is right 
and dignified . " 

Rock critics bad a Geld 
day with references to the 
band’s age — ’’steel 
wheelchairs’’, “senile on 
main street ”, “old goat’s 
head soup", “it's oldie 
rock V roll" and “rickety 
fingers". 

But Guy Cooper enth- 
used in Newsweek: “In 
between mortgage pay- 
ments and worrying about 
mutual funds, it’s a treat 
to have an hour of pure 
escapism. Play it real loud 
and please don’t try and 
explain it to anyone. Nice 
one, lads." 

Voodoo Lounge, pro- 
duced by music business 
legend Don Was, draws 
on past Stones classics 
with a rifting style from 


Exile On Main Street 
(1972), and a bluesy fla- 
vour from Let h Bleed 
(1969). 

Fifteen new tracks , 
composed by Jagger and 
Richards, include Love Js 
Strong, You Got Me 
Rocking, Suck On The 
Jugular, Blinded By Rain- 
bows and Mean Disposi- 
tion. 

The Stones themselves 
are bored with rehearsing 
in Canada and want to get 
on with the tour, members 
of their entourage said. 

To while away the time . 
Jagger and drummer 
Charlie Watts follow the 
fortunes of the England 
cricAef ream, Richards in- 
sists the cook gets his 
shepherd’s pie just right 
and guitarist Ron Wood 
has Guinness stout ship- 
ped in from Ireland. 

“ They did a sneaky club 
date in Toronto to waylay 
the boredom of playing r o 
a blank wall in the little 
school they're rehearsing 
ip, ” said Bernard Doherty 
for the group. “They just 


got up and belted it out 
like at the Marquee (club) 
in 1965." 

Super-fit Jagger, one of 
Britain's richest men. 
thrashed out Love Is 
Strong but it was old hits 
such as Tumblin’ Dice. 
Brown Sugar and Honky 
Tonk Women that the au- 
dience clamoured to hear. 

One of the longest sur- 
viving acts in rock 'n' roll 
is touring without original 
bassist Bill Wyman who 
has left the group. His 
replacement is Darryl 
Jones who has played with 
Miles Davis and Sting. 
Doherty was adamant: 
“He is not a Rolling 
Stone. ” 

The tour had looked set 
to push the Stones' U.S. 
stay over 183 days this 
year, qualifying them as 
residents rather than visi- 
tors and making their 
worldwide income taxable 
in the United States. The 
choice of Canada for re- 
hearsals prompted the 
headline “gimme tax shel- 
ter. ” 






Indian film censors to crack down on sex scenes 




py Narayanan Madhavan 

j / Reuter 

[NEW DELHI — India. 
j the land of Kama Sutra, Is 
\ going to crack down on 
\the increasing use of sex 
and violence by its prolific 
jfflin industry f a senior off. I- 
j dal said. 

“We ’ll finalise new 
guidelines in around ten 
days. We’ll be more speci- 
fic this time," Sbakti 
\Samanta, chairman of In- 
\dias Central Board of 
{Film Certification 
j (CBFC), told Reuters. 

| The guidelines are 
meant to help board mem- 
j&fire decide on what to let ... 
jgo and what to take out as“S 
ithey censor films before " 
bey are allowed into the 
cinema. 

I The authorities are 


reacting to public protests 
after a year of increasing 
sex, saucy songs and vio- 
lence in the Indian cine- 
ma. 

Film-makers are pro- 
testing the move. Film 
stars in the southern film 
centre of Madras staged a 
march last month. 

State government 
ministers assembled in 
New Delhi in June to 
chalk out a plan for the 
future for a cinema in 
what is a fairly prudish 
society and where explicit 
sex scenes are rare in 
movies. 

“ The cinematograph 
law bans vulgarity, but 
, doesn’t say what it is, " an 
Information . and. Broad- 
casting Ministry official 
said. “The southern re- 
gional censors made rough 
guidelines so the produc- 


ers won’t waste money on 
tilings which won’t pass. ” 

The Indian film indus- 
try, operating mainly out 
of Bombay, commonly 
known in India as Bolly- 
wood, and Madras, chums 
out several hundred films 
every year. 

An above-average pro- 
duction costs anything be- 
tween 10 million to 50 
million rupees ($320,000 
to $1.6 million). 

Directors have been 
told to get scripts cleared 
in advance. 

There is no official 
word, but southern film- 
makers were told not to 
shoot close-ups of female 
torsos, running of palms 
over bodies or men^and 
women lying on top of 
each other. 

They were also told not 
t o show bloody violence. 


and to keep out tight 
scenes in front of temples 
and court b udding s. 

Such scenes have 
apparently been inspired 
by satellite television, 
which has brought daring 
videos of the American 
Music Television (MTV) 
and soap operas to Indian 
homes. 

“Sex is something you 
are bom with, ” said Hindi 
movie star Dev Anand. 
“You can’t be isolated 


have songs cleared by the 
board before songs are re- 
corded, " the ministry told 
parliament last week. 

Mr. Samanta said the 
old guidelines were good 
enough but were not being 
followed properly, pro- 
voking a revision. 

“In spite of the guide- 
lines you get those wretch- 
ed dances , ” said 
Hrishikesh Mukberjee, a 
filmmaker who once 
beaded the censors, in re- 
ference to the dances that 


S ° f D0 ffi ndeaCe K rcf^Tto Tcin 

which a male and female 
“That doesn’t mean you simulate the sex act with 
can show nudity,” Mr. diet clothes on. “Were 
Samanta said. the censors sleeping 

Authorities are also then?,” he asked. “If I did 
cracking down on song such a song, my parents 
lyrics that have sexual would throw me out," said 
double meanings. “The young movie star Faisal 
CBFC has been told to Khan. 


The boldness has 
shaken even youngsters 
like Khan in a country 
where kissing scenes were 
banned till a few years 
ago. “I don’t mind kissing, 
but we Indians don't 
know bow to do it. It is 
not in our culture, " Khan 
said. 

A lawyer lost a vulgarity 
suit on a song which 
asked, “what lies beneath 
the blouse?" the answer 
was, “ the heart." 

The song provoked a 
debate on vulgarity. 

“What is Indian cul- 
ture? It is a melting pot. 
Culture is always shift- 
ing/' said Anand, who has 
produced, directed and 
acted in films for 40 years. 
“ Why are there nude 
paintings by great 
artists?" 





Dmr Anand 
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Capitalism deals death blow to Russian art colony 
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j By Vanora Bennett 

1 Reuter 

1 MOSCOW — A giant 

E ' rears its plastic 

from the empty fish 
1 tank by the wall. 

[ It’s die last sign left that 
[this otherwise empty 
{room, waiting to be flat- 
tened by the bulldozers 
'^oaring outside , was for 
‘five years the headquar- 
[ters of Moscow’s most 
[avant-garde artists. 

{ All that is over. Where 
[communisr repression 
i felted, brutal post-Soviet 
‘capitalism is succeeding in 
\kuling off this lively strand 
'of Russian art. 

Moscow city author- 
I Aies , keen to get their 
\hands on the dollars of 
\Rassja’s new rich, have 
\evicted the creative group 
;which won financing in 


Western Europe — to 
build a casino and hotel 
complex on the prime city 
centre site. 

The death of the Pet- 
rovsky Bulvar Artists' 
Colony has sent what is 
left of the Russian avant- 
garde art world into 
mourning. 

Fearful for their future , 
artists searching for peace, 
quiet and grants are either 
emigrating or — in a sad 
twist of post-Soviet irony 
— joining the official 
Artists’ Union which was 
once the butt of all their 
jokes. 

But Alexander Petiyura, 
the commune’s leader, 
isn’t giving up yet. 

This 39-year-old Peter 
Pan with wistful blue eyes 
and an impish grin is still 
marshalling painters and 


musicians at the demoli- 
tion zone every day, send- 
ing them out to trudge the 
streets looking for empty 
buildings in which to 
settle. 

Meanwhile , he petitions 
officials for residence per- 
mits. 

Petiyura says young 
Muscovites, living in a 
crime-ridden city 
swamped by gangsters in 
sunglasses, carrying pis- 
tols and driving Mercedes, 
need the “flight of the 
soul” which his “ khappe - 
ningi ’’ and “performansi” 
gave them more desper- 
ately than ever. 

“Whenever I go into the 
street I come back in 
shock," he said. 

“ I can't bear those peo- 
ple who hang round the 
bars with those scary 


faces, the boys in big cars 
who yell at you in gutter 
language. Out there is 
drugs, crime and people 
waving knives and pistols. 
It’s terribly frightening. ” 

Petlyuia’s place used to 
be a courtyard surrounded 
by. shabby but elegant 
classical buildings. It 
housed exhibitions, film 
shows, concerts and par- 
ties. 

Its regulars careered 
through the corridors on 
high-speed wheelchairs 
and kept their paint- 
brushes in hollowed-oat 
plaster beads of Lenin. 

Umbrellas sprouted 
from the ceiling. 

The colony’s gleeful 
blend of the brilliant and 
the freaky got no financial 
support from the state, 
although it earned funding 


from cultural authorities 
in the German cities of 
Berlin and Potsdam. 

Petiyura believes his 
most important achieve- 
ment was to teach a new 
generation to believe in- 
spiration — and fun — 
could be had without 
money. He doesn’t want 
to let that knowledge die. 

Persuading paper-shuf- 
fling civil servants to let it 
live, by giving Petlyura’s 
artists a new borne, is 
another matter. * 

“They prefer to give 
things to commercial pro- 
jects so as to earn them- 
selves more money , do 
you see?” be said glumly. 
Every empty state-owned 
building tie bad identified 
so far, tie added, had been 
earmarked for sale to a 
foreign business. 


“The Culture Ministry 
just says: “OK, we know 
you. Petiyura. 

“We know that you're 
very famous for being 
avant-garde and trendy, 
so we’ll give you a certifi- 
cate to say you’re good. 
Well say you're great. 
We’ll even say you’re vital 
part of Russian culture. 

‘“But we’re not giving 
you a new home. We can't 
help you there. We’re 
bureaucrats, and we’re 
being as nice as we can. "’ 
New Russia's combina- 
tion of greed and 
bureaucracy could prove 
unbeatable, Petiyura said. 

He said part of the 
problem was that the un- 
wieldy Culture Ministry 
also handled sport and 
tourism , and found it 
easier to handle the foot- 


sia and underground Eng- 
land. That would really 
get them going." 

Outside, Pani Bronya. 
the old ex-ballerina who 
has been the colony’s 
grandmother since it 
opened in 1989, was pad- 
ding round in her slippers, 
cigarette in hand, mourn- 
fully inspecting the 
mounds of debris. 

. “ She’s taken it hard,” 
Petiyura said. “ She’s at 
the time of her life when 
you just mope and 
smoke. " he sighed. 

“I don't think we'll be 
here much longer a couple 
of weeks maybe, before 
they get permission to fin- 
ish the demolition." 

Head bowed, he fumed 
and picked his way back 
through the rubble-strewn 
courtyard. 


bailers and hotels whose 
value it could assess pre- 
cisely. 

“They throw money at 
sport if their team loses. 
But culture is more amor- 
phous. There aren’t any 
matches or finals. You 
can’t lose at culture, " Pet- 
iyura said. 

“If only they could 
think: 'Petiyura is a world- 
champion artist among 
avant-gardists, hoorah' 
fhen fhev’d wanf to help 
us. Then we could say: 
‘Look, our culture team 
have lost to England."’ 

He laughed, caught up 
in a sudden burst of enthu- 
siasm. 

“Then we could make 
up reams of little ‘avant- 
gardiki ' in Russian towns. 
We could have matches 
betwvcn avant-garde Rus- 


Lower Alabama seeking to become the new L.A. 




| By David Tortorano 

] Reuter 

t 

1 MOBILE, Alabama — 
| There’s nothing new ab- 
roof shooting a movie in 
LA. . unless of course the 
initials stand for “lower 
Alabama.” 

This southern Alabama 
city on the edge of historic 
Mobile Bay has designs on 
becoming a movie centre 
where filmmakers can 
come to flee the costs of 
tusking movies in Cali- 
fornia. 

It's an industry that has 
brought $43 million to the 
Alabama economy in the 
past six years, small by the 
standards in nearby Geor- 
gia and Florida. But it 


promises to grow. 

“I think we have a great 
future,” said Eva Golson. 
director of film and tour- 
ism for the second largest 


dry in the state. “The 
state of Alabama is open 
and receptive and aggres- 
sively seeking the movie 
industry.” 

To say Ms. Golson is a 
booster is an understate- 
ment. She has a T-shirt 
that on the front lists six 
movies and says, “ filmed 
in L.A." on the back it 
identifies L.A. as “ lower 
Alabama.” 

“it’s very popular, and 
very appropriate," she 
said about the twist on the 
well-known initials. 

What has excited Ms. 
Golson the most is the 
decision earlier this year 
by former Hollywood pro- 
ducer David Prior to leave 
Los Angeles and put down 
stakes in this port city of 
20,000 residents. 

Mr. Prior, who filmed 
10 movies in Mobile be- 
fore making the move. 


and his partners launched 
Southern Star Studio. 
He’s currently working 
from temporary quarters, 
but plans a $2.5 million 
studio in the near fijfiire. 

One movie. Power 
Play, has already been 
filmed under the Southern 
Star banner, and at the 
end of July the studio be- 
gins filming Bioforce One. 
By all indications, several 
movies a year will be pro- 
duced from the Mobile 
studio. 

It’s enough to exdte 
stare film officials. 

Michael Boyer, director 
of the Alabama Film 
Office, said Hollywood 
started looking to Alaba- 
ma and other locations be- 
cause of the skyrocketing 
cost of filming in Los 
Angeles. 

Georgia became a 
prime location. In 20 years 


it has done $1.8 billion in 
movie business. Last year 
there were 17 major fea-- 
ture or TV projects bring- 
ing $189. million to the 
state , said the Georgia 
Him Division Office. 

Florida is another big 
player. The Florida Enter- 
tainment Commission says 
that in 1993. 28 features 
and 42 TV films were shot 
in the state. In the Orlan- 
do area , Universal Studios 
and Disney-MGM are ma- 
jor producers. 

By comparison , Alaba- 
ma is small change. The' 
state got involved in 
movies in 1977 with Close 
Encounters Of The Third 
Kind. Since then. 35 or 36 
films have been shot in 
Alabama and $43 million 
spent on moviemaking , 
said Mr. Boyer. But most 
important, two-thirds ot 
the money has been spent 


in the last six years, he 
said. 

Films have been shot in 
Birmingham , Huntsville. 
Selma and other loca- 
tions. But the big winner 
has been Mobile, where 
22 movies have been 
made. Features, 
documentaries, commer- 
cials and made-for-televi- 
sion films have put $34.3 
million in the local eco- 
nomy in the past six years. 

Mobile has served as a 
double for some unlike- 
ly locales — New York, 
Chicago. Los.Angeles and 
Singapore , to name a few. 
It . had - a tures, year in 
1992 — $14.1 million was 
spent here when Under 
Siege wa®. filmed on the 
USS Alabama. 

Mr. Boyer said that for 
the first time in the 15- 
year history of the Alaba- 
ma Film Office, the state 


will see “real growth on an 

annual basis, ’’ thanks pri- 
marily to Southern Star. 

Mr. Prior has become a 
hero of sorts for the Ala- 
bama film industry. Mr. 
Boyer first met him in 
1988 when the producer 
was looking for a location 
to film a movie about 
Viefnam. The bird sanefu- 
ary on Dauphin Island, 
south of Mobile, was 
chosen. 

Mr. Prior was a writer/ 
director who worked for 
Action International Pic- 
tures or AlP. He was 
known for getting scenes 
in one or two shots, saving 
producers money. 

His films went directly 
to the video market and 
some went to the Euro- 
pean and South American 
markets, said Mr. Boyer. 

He did 10 movies in 
Alabama for A IP. and 


finally decided to come 
back for keeps. And 
Southern Star has ■ ambi- 
tious plans for the future. 

Patrick Gallagher, pres- 
ident of Southern Star 
Studios, said it has a 
budget for the next three 
years for films. It will do 
three this year, six or 
seven next year and as 
many as 10 annually once 
the studio is running full 
speed. 

Southern Star has 
already launched itself on 
the international maritef. 
Mr. Gallagher and Mr. 
Prior went to the Cannes 
Film Festival in May to 
marker Power Play. 

Southern Star ran a full- 
page advert in the Holly- 
wood Reporter during the 
festival. The advert had a 
dark background filled 
with stars and said: "The 
future of the motion pic- 


ture industry is here... and 

its name is Southern Star 
Studio. " 

"I've already gotten 
quire a few calls in the last 
six months... quite a few 
calls from movie com- 
panies that are familiar 
with David Prior." said 
Mr. Boyer. 

They want ro know how 
he's doing it, said Mr. 
Boyer. 

“In the next two years, 
you'll see additional films 
come in to take advantage 
of the technical crew 
base," predicts Mr. 
Boyer. And that, he 
thinks, is a key to the 
future. 

Having local crews on 
hand to help with the pro- 
duction oi movies con save 
a studio big money. And 
that could attract other 
producers, besides South- 
ern Star, to film here. 
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Trapped in a vicious circle 


By Rima Cortbawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — - Social (if not medical) pressures on tbe 
indhicvs 1 include the necessity to have a fat-free 
physique and to exercise weight control, which prob- 
ably explains the booming business of diet clinics. 
Most sfiorts made, however, to overcome the “far" 
problem do not seem to provide a pennanenf solution 
and the problem intensifies as the individual becomes 
Trapped in a vicious circle of self -deprivation, food 
obsession and the inevitable rebound reaction — 
physical, though in most cases psychological — of 
regaining the weight lost. 

Dr. Manorasna Legba . an Indian-born neurologist 
and psychologist, who published a book on the 
subject offers simple reasons why statistics show that 
90-98 per cent of dieters revert — having outlived the 
period cf hardship and sacrifice — to their original 
weigh:, if they ere lucky enough not to overshoot it. 

In ’ie.- boo::. The Manorama Formula, published in 
19S7. Dr. Legha states that reducing diets, especially 
ones that work on calorie restriction or enforcement of 
a cenr-in eating programme, fail in their objective to 
provide permanent weight reduction, as they clearly 
defy ir.e natural law of self-preservation and disrupt 
the rcrmal function of the weight control mechanism 
of the body. 

In a healthy well-treated body with vital metabolic 
processes, this natural mechanism recruits the conver- 
sion of food into the energy the body needs to function 
efficiently and get rid of excessive supplies while 
regulating a stable body weight. Dr. Legha maintains. 

So prescribed diets, forced exercise for calorie- 
burning purposes, chemical substances intake and 
compulsive eating (for any reason other than hunger 
felt by signals correctly identified in a properly 
functioning system) are according to Dr. Legba artifi- 
cial means that only serve to destabilise this natural 
mechanism. 

Hunger and appetite, as the doctor claims, are vital 
signal^ of the body's energy needs and must therefore 
be fulfilled. The adverse effect of neglecting these 
natural signals, while following an “artificial’' diet, 
includes an obstacle to implement the decision of 


weight loss, as it triggers a restoration mechanism 
which will eventually lead to compulsive eating. 

Appropriate selection of food is then linked to past 
experiences as welt as to the real needs of the body, 
which are best known by the individual. Most educated 
people know that a healthy body needs a supply of 
fats, proteins, carbohydrates, minerals, vitamins and 
water in their daily food intake and are aware of the 
wide range of foods from which these can be obtained. 

Also, about exercise tbe doctor believes that the 
rewarding muscular activities obtained while walking, 
working or playing sports can be self-defeating if 
imposed exclusively for the purpose of weight reduc- 
tion. 

According to Dr. Legha, the pain in the hunger of 
dieting or continued exhaustive exertion can easily be 
spared by realising that ideal weight can only be 
permanently maintained by resorting to normal means 
as dictated by nature an<i laid down at birth . 

The great majority of healthy people have normal 
weight, and those who are overweight were normal in 
the past. Even when fluctuations in weight occur. Dr. 
Legha assures, this transitory phase of weight gain will 
correct itself in tbe course of time provided no weight 
loss was enforced by abnormal means such as restric- 
tive diets, exaggerated exercise or the use of drugs. i 

Such artificial interventions might have a temporary 
effect, but in the long run, resorting to them will 
prevent the operation of tbe normal corrective 
mechanisms of the body and lead to weight gain, harsh 
diets causing physical and psychological harm and 
entrapment in this vicious circle , in which obsession 
with food comes in to play. 

Active discard to reducing diets and the concentra- 
tion on obtaining maximum pleasure from food (espe- 
cially when appropriate amounts of it are consumed in 
response to unmistakable signals of need from the 
body) are offered by Dr. Legha as essentia/ starting 
points that should be applied in tbe aim to reach and 
maintain an ideal weight. This ideal weight the doctor 
writes, cannot be determined by any fixed measures 
created by the fashion industry , as it is related to many 
factors and varies from one individual to another. 

Probably the real criterion for ideal weight is, as tbe 
doctor concludes: “Tbe weight at which tbe face looks 
most attractive. ” 


Researchers identify gene 
responsible for type of dwarfism 


LOS ANGELES (AP) *— 
. U.S. researchers have lo- 
cated tbe genetic defect 
responsible for about a 
thud of all dwarfism cases, 
creating shortened limbs 
in about 1 in 20,000 
- people. 

Scientists at tbe Uni- 
versity of California, 
Irvine (UCI), found the 
gene that causes achon- 
droplasia just six weeks 
after they began looking 
for it. Three other teams 
had narrowed the search 
to the end of human 
chromc-ccme No. 4. 

■ “Its .2 let of luck, but 


also tbe fact we’d laid a 
huge amount of ground- 
work,*' Dr. John Was - 
mutb, a biological chemist 
at tbe UCI College of 
Medicine, said. 

The results appear in 
the latest issue of the jour- 
nal Cell. 

For several years. Dr. 
Wasmuth and his team 
had suspected the gene, 
called FGFR3, was re- 
sponsible for a defect that 
causes Huntington’s dis- 
ease, a neurological dis- 
order. But they found no 
link. They took another 
look after tbe other re- 


searchers suggested the 
same chromosome region 
might harbour tbe achon- 
droplasia gene. 

“It’s spectacular tbar he 
pulled off in record time, ” 
Dr. Francis Collins, direc- 
tor of the National Centre 
for Human Genome Re- 
search in Bethesda, Mary- 
land, said in a telephone 
interview. 

The defective gene con- 
tains a tiny bit of incorrect 
information that Dr. Was- 
muth likened to “changing 
one letter in a word in a 
paragraph. ’* That in- 
formation causes muta- 


tions in bone growth, pro- 
ducing a normal-sized 
trunk and but shortened 
limbs. 

A parent with the dis- 
order has a 50 per cent 
chance of passing a single 
defective gene to a child, 
who may develop spinal 
and joint problems while 
staying generally healthy. 

When both parents 
have it, the child has a 25 
per cent chance of inherit- 
ing two copies of the 
Sawed gene, which “in- 
variably results in a still- 
birth or a child dying one 
or two days after birth,” 
Dr. Wasmuth said. 
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Who is most likely to have a heart attack? _ 
Can you change your life to protect your health? 

Running at high risk 


By John Lihnan 

ABOUT 330,000 people 
in Britain have a heart 
attack each year, accord- 
ing to tbe British Heart 
Foundation. Why does 
one person suffer an 
attack while another — 
who might even be a 
smoker — seems im- 
mune? Can you reduce 
the risks? 

Tbe biggest risk factors 
are our times and culture. 
In 1910 the famous Cana- 
dian physician William 
Osier told tbe Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians that, 
among 2,000 medical 
cases admitted to St.. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital 
in London, there had been 
two cases of angina. In 
1930, coronary heart dis- 
ease (CHD) accounted for 
only about one percent of 
deaths in the United King- 
dom. Tbe figure is now 
about 30 per cent. 

Non-westem-industrial 
countries provide more re- 
cent evidence of the 
effects of diet and culture. 
Although Jamaica has 
been more than 30 years 
independent from Britain , 
if has not ait all the old 
cultural ties: and 
Jamaicans who used to 
work for rich whites have 
developed an insatiable 
appetite tor tbe “Western 
way of death”. They eat 
and smoke tbe same kind 
of things as we do, asso- 
ciating them with afflu- 
ence. Dr. Knox Hagley, 
director of tbe department 
of social and preventive 
medicine at tbe University 
of Jamaica said: “If a pa- 
tient bad a heart attack in 
tbe sixties, we’d call in all 
tbe medical students to 
see him because we didn’t 
know when we’d see 
another. It was so un- 
usual.” Not any more. 

Risks fall into two cate- 
gories: those that we can 
do something about and 
those we cannot. 

MALENESS: Being a 
man has long been recog- 
nised as a prime risk, but 
women are at risk after 
tbe menopause, when 
they lose tbe protective 
effect of tbe hormone oes- 
trogen. In 1990 in the 
U.K. 22,017 men and 
5,713 women aged 64 or 
under died from heart dis- 
ease. But the divide is 
closing, with more women 
smokers assuming tbe risk 
profile of men. Age: Risk 
increases steadily with 
age. In 1990, in the 65-74 
age group, there were 
30,000 deaths among men 
and 16,438 among 
women. 

FAMILY HISTORY: 
Hereditary factors have a 
big ini7uence, especially 
when CHD occurs at a 
young age. Some families 
have a genetic defect 
which can affect tbe way 
the liver bandies 
cholesterol. Genetic risks 
are sometimes confused 
with those which derive 
from a shared, and tradi- 
tionally unhealthy, en- 
vironment — a fatty diet 
or smoking. 

SMOKING: Estimated 
to account tor 20 per cent 
of CHD deaths. A third of 
adults in Britain smoke. 
Many experts believe that 
the fall in tobacco con- 
sumption is the single big- 
gest contribution towards 
tbe fall in CHD deaths, 
but they emphasised the 
importance of tbe overall 
picture: 

— People with high 
blood pressure are three 
times more likely to have 
a heart attack. 

— People with high 
blood pressure, who also 
have raised choleresterol 
levels, have a ninefold in- 
crease in risk. 

— People with high 
blood pressure, and raised 
choleresterol levels, and 
who also smoke have a 
risk 16 times higher than 
average. 

HIGH BLOOD 
PRESSURE: This can 
damage the arteries and is 
common in the U.K. 

DIET: Cholesterol is 
the alleged villain of the 
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“In any hour, if you are male and 
don’t smoke you have a one in a 
million risk of a heart attack 
Without exercise, the risk is one 
in 10,000” 

piece. It has had such a 10 years has recom- 


is reduced smoking. 

LACK OF EXER- 
CISE: Research that exer- 
cise can prevent heart dis- 
ease has been accumulat- 
ing since tbe forties. The 
first major study com- 
pared the health of 
thousands of London bus 
drivers and conductors. 
Drivers, Sitting in their 
cabs all day, bad far more 
heart attacks than the con- 
ductors, whose jobs in- 
volved going up, and down 
tbe stairs. 

But the experience of 
Finnish lumberjacks , 
whose jobs were far more 
demanding than (base -of 
'the conductors, shows that 
exercise will not make you 
immune to tbe ill effects of 
an unhealthy ■ diet and 
smoking. 

Research suggests that, 
in any hour, if you arep, 
male, do not suffer from 
diabetes and do not 
smoke, your risk of a 
heart attack is about one 
in a million. Without exer - . 
rise, the risk is about one 
in 10,000. 

It seems that to be of 
benefit, exercise must be 
regular (three or more 
times per week tor half an 
hour) and sufficiently tax- 
ing to cause sweating and 
some breathlessness. 

OBESITY: Just being 
overweight does not seem 
to increase overall risk. 
But overweight people 
may also have high blood 
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PUZZLES 

(A) HALF-MINUTE TEASER 

LAMB - LION 

(B) TRANS-POSER 

DANGER-GANDER. 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Chalk is the natural mineral, CaCCK, calcium 
carbonate; blackboard chalk is Ca S0 4 , cakmm 


siriphate, a manufactured article, qui<±-lhne is 
chalk burnt in a kiln, CaO, calcium oxide: 
tone * awek-lime treated with water, calcium 
ydroxide, ^ Ua (OH) 2 ; hydrated lime is another 
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Abequa charged 
with killing, kidnap 


AMMAN (A P) — A Jorda- 
nian who, by own admissions, 
fled the United States to Jor- 
dan after lolling his wife on' 
July 4 was formally charged 
Wednesday with first-degree 
murder and the kidnapping 
of his young children. 

The indictment was issued 
two days after the victim's, 
sister, Nesime Dokur, or 
Paterson, New Jersey, ar- 
rived in Amman seeking cus- 
tody of her six-year-old 
niece, Lisa Abequa, and 
Nephew, Sami, 3. 

Ms. Dokur, an American 
Muslim of Turkish descent, 
would not comment on the 
charges filed against her sis- 
ter's husband, Mohammad 
Ismail Abequa, also a natur- 
alised American citizen. 

Ms. Dokur was escorted by 
policemen to Amman’s King 
Abdullah Mosque Wednes- 
day where she took part in 
noon prayers. 

“I came to pray and get 
some peace, pray for the safe 
return of the children, and 
pray for my dead sister so she 
can rest in peace," Ms. 
Dokur said tearfully as she 
emerged from the mosque, 
carrying a copy of the Koran. 

She said mosque preachers 
gave her the book. 

Sharon Waxman, a legisla- 
tive aide to New Jersey Sena- 
tor Frank Lautenberg, said 
news of Mr Abequa’s in- 
dictment came from U.S. 
Ambassador Wesley Egan 
who met Wednesday with 
Justice Ministry officials. She 
spoke after accompanying 
Ms. Dokur to the mosque. 

Prosecutor-General Man- 
soar Klobb later confirmed 
her account. 

■ “Mr. Abequa was charged 
with first-degree murder and 


rr he told the 

Associated Press. 

Lawyers said that the 
charges cany a maximum 
eoalty of 20 years in jail at 
labour. 

Mr. Abequa, 46, has con- 
fessed to killing his wife, Nib- 
al, 40, at her Parsppany- 
Troy hills, NJ., apartment 
i July 4 in a dispute over the 
custody of the couple's two 


on. 


children. 

The body of his wife was 
found two days later stuffed 
under a bed, Mr. Abequa 
had fled with the children to 
Jordan, where he was 
arrested July 20. 

The United States has de- 
manded his extradition, but 
lq the absence of an extradi- 
tion treaty between the two 
countries, Jordan wasTikely" 
to try him here. 

Ms. Dokur has been cam- 
paigning for custody of the 
children, now in the care of 
their paternal grandmother, 
Samiha, Mr. Abequa’s famil y 
has vowed to fight her in 
court _ 

King Hussein last month 
invited her to come to Jordan 
to present evidence in court 
that she was financially able 
to care for die youngsters, an 
indication she might win the 
case. 

Nancy Feinberg, a lawyer, 
accompanied Ms. Dokur to 
Amman, Monday and has 
been trying to find a lawyer 
to represent bear client. Jorda- 
nian law prohibits foreign 
lawyers from appearing at 
tribunals in the Kingdom. 

The custody case is ex- 
pected to be heard by an 
Islamic Sharia court. Fein- 
berg said Tuesday a hearing 
—iJ St be held in a week. 



(AFP) — The Iranian government has swopped 
tinting by the 20th century U.S. artist, Willem de 


Iran trades painting for Persian classic 

TEHRAN 
a nude painting 
Kooning, for a classic Persian poetry manuscript. Vice 
President Hassan Habibi said Wednesday. De Kooning’s 
“Woman Number 3” was exchanged last Thursday in 
Austria for “Shahnameh Tahmaseb,” a 16th century 
illustrated version of die epic by Persian poet Abolghassem 
Ferdowsi, Mr. Habibi told a press conference here. The 
deal was made because of the '‘high value" of 
“S hahnam eh” estimated to be worth about $20 milli on and 
because displaying nude images of women is contrary to 
Islamic principles, he said. The painting by the Dutch-born 
artist was bought by the wife of the former Shah and 
ilaycd in the Museum of Contemporary Arts in Tehran 
the 1979 Islamic revolution. Mr. Habibi said the 
pieces had been exchanged at Vienna airport between 
several Iranian officials and persons representing die family 
of Arthur Houghton, a late American art collector who had 
acquired “Shahnameh” in 1959. 

Senior BBCI executive jailed for 3 years 

LONDON (AFP) — A key senior executive of the 
Bank of Credit and Commerce International 
was senteced to three years in prison at the Old 
Bailey court here on Wednesday. Imran Imam, 42, of 
Edgeware, north London, was convicted last week after a 
three month trial on two charges of conspiracy to falsify 
records, conspiracy to conceal documents and furnishing 
false information. Judge Pownall, sentencing Mr. Imam, 
said he bad played a key role in the “stupendous fraud" 
which led to the multi-million pound collapse of BCCI in 
July 1991. But lawyers from the Federal Reserve in 
Washington and the New York District Attorney’s office 
had flown to testify on Mr. Imam's behalf, saying his 
revelations led to prosecutions and to the recovery of $750 
million. 

First triple execution stirs controversy 

LITTLE ROCK (AFP) — Three men convicted of trilling a 
businessman in a robbery 13 years ago were to be executed 
by lethal injection Wednesday amid a national controversy 
over administering the death penalty to several persons at 
once. Authorities in Arkansas, which- will hold the first 
multiple execution in the United States since capital 
punishment was reinstated in 1977, argue that the penalty is 
a more efficient way of dealing with condemned men and 
less stressful for prison employees. Civil rights activities 
counter that the assembly-line approach to die death 
penalty is brutal while the criminals have appealed the 
decision, stating that they have been reduced to “hogs at 
the slaughter." Hoyt Clines, 37, James Holmes 37, and 
Darryl Richley, 43, were to be executed in the Arkansas 
state death chamber later Wednesday, barring any success- 
ful last-minute appeals. 

UAE bans plates with Prophet’s image 

ABU DHABI (R) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
has banned Japanese-made silver and gold plates engraved, 
with an image said to be the Prophet Mohammad, trade 
sources said on Wednesday. The UAE Federation of 
Chamber of Commerce said in a letter to companies that 
die Islamic “Affairs Ministry “hopes to take all relevant 
procedures possible against the firm and confiscate such 
plates in case they are found in the local market." The 
letter names the Japanese manufacturers as AGB Corpora- 
tion. 

Mujahedeen says Iran plans raid 

NICOSIA (R) — The Iranian opposition group 
Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, accused by Tehran of bombing 
Iran’s holiest shrine, said on Wednesday Iran was planning 
to raid its bases in Iraq and attack its activities m other 
countries. In a statement sent to Reuters from Paris, the 
group, pointing to Iranian publicity about the arrest of the 
alleged bomber of the Imam Reza Shrine, said Iran was 
“setting the stage for military assaults on the Iranian 
resistance’s bases in Iraq and terrorist attacks against its 
activists abroad." Iranian security agents on Monday 
arrested Mehdi Nahvi who they said was the main suspect 
in the June bombing of the shrine in the northeastern city 
of Mashhad killing 26 people. He died on Tuesday of 
gunshot wounds he suffered during his arrest after Iranian 
television showed him on his hospital bed saying “the 
Mujahedeen told me" when asked why he planted the 
bomb. 


RETURN HOME: His Majesty King Hussein on Wednesday 
inspects a guard of hoooor mounted at Amman airport upon 


his return borne after visits to tbe U-S. and London (see page 
one) (Photo by Yousef A! ’Allan) 


U.N. body hails peace progress, 
says settlements illegal, obstacle 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Economic 
and Social Council (ECO- 
SOC) of the United Nations 
has, for the first Jime, 
adopted a political statement 
expressing full support for 
die progress achieved in the 
Palestinian-Israeli and 
Jordani an-Israeli tracks in 
tbe 33-month-old Middle 
East peace process and call- 
ing on all parties to imple- 
ment agreements reached. 

The council, which held a 
session in New York June 
27-July 29, “stressed the need 
for achieving rapid progress • 
on the other tracks of the 
Arab-Israeli negotiations 
...and urged member states 
to provide economic, finan-' 
dal, and tgghnieal assistance 
to the Palestinian people” 
during the interim period en- 
visaged under the Sept. 13 
accord between Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

In another resolution, on 
the economic and social re- 
percussions of tbe Jewish set- 
tlements in tbe occupied 
Palestinian territories includ- 
ing Jerusalem and Syria's \ 
Golan Heights, the council ’ 
said that the settlements were r 
“illegal and an obstacle to 
economic and social develop- 
ment.” a U.N. press release 
said. 

“It also reaffirmed the in- 
alienable rights of die Palesti- 
nian people and the popula- 
tion of tbe Syrian Golan to 
their natural and all other 
economic resources and re- 
garded any infringement of 
that as illegal,” the press 
release said. 


Tbe resolutions were 
among 123 proposals adopted 
by the council during its 
annual session, which also 
dealt with a review of the 
body’s performance last year. 

Richard Butler of Austria, 
president of the council, 
asserted that the council had 
“responded with effective- 
ness and efficiency to the 
mandate of change it had 
been called to implement by 
the General Assembly.” 

The council dealt effective- 
ly with issues related to 
humanitarian assistance, 
narcotics and tropical dis- 
eases as well as HIV/AIDS, 
the U.N. statement said. 

The representative of Ger- 
many, speaking on behalf of 
the European Union, agreed 
that the council’s new ex- 
perimental procedures had 
worked well to increase its 
efficiency and effectiveness, 
although room for improve- 
ment still remained. 

The representative of 
Algeria, on behalf of tbe 
“Group of 77” developing 
countries and China, said the 
experimental nature of the 
council's organisational work 
should be evaluated at the 
next organisational.- session. 
The final assessment of the 
refo r m and revitalisation of 
the council should be taken 
up in more depth. 

During the 1994 session, 
the 54-member council fol- 
lowed a new four-segment 
format. 

By a resolution on further 
measures for the restructur- 
ing and revitalisation of the 
United Nations in the econo- 
mic, social and related fields 
the assembly decided that die 
economic and soda] commit- 


tees of the council would be 
subsumed into the plenary, 
and tbe substantive session 
would consist of a high-level 
segment, a coordination seg- 
ment, an operational activi- 
ties for development segment 
and a general segment that 
would mdnde mainly two 
items — soda], h umani tarian 

and human rights questions; 
and economic and environ- 
mental questions. 

On the recommendation of 
the Commission on Human 
Rights, tbe council extended 
the mandates of several spe- 
dal and thematic rapporteurs 
and approved the creation or 
appointment of special rap- 
porteurs on the independ- 
ence and impartiality of the 
judiciary, on human right* 
situation in Zaire, and on 
violence against women. It 
requested the secretary 
general to extend and widen 
the mandate of the indepen- 
dent expert to assist his spe- 
cial representative for Soma- 
lia through tbe development 
of a long-term programme of 
advisory services for human 
rights and the rule of law in 
that country. 

The council also heard a 
report from Jose Ayala Las- 
so. the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights, on his first three 
months in that position. 

Stating that one of his 
greatest challenges was 
promoting the realisation of 
the right to development, be 
said tbe implementation of 
such a right entailed the 
search for more effective 
ways of protecting economic, 
social and cultural rights. It 
was often the violation of 
those rights which set tbe 


stage for violations of civil 
and political rights, which 
were also components of the 
right to development 

Acting on the recom- 
mendation of the Commis- 
sion on Crime P reven t i on 
and C riminal Justice, the 
council urged states to take 
effective steps to 
ite the objectives and 
activities of smugglers of 
illegal migrants, tons protect- 
ing would-be migrants from 
exploitation and Ion of life. 
It recommended that states 
consider prohibiting the ex- 


port of products mat have 
been banned from domestic 
use because of their impact 
on the e nv iro n ment. It also 
issues to be discus- 
~at the Ninth United Na- 
trons Congress on the Pre- 
vention of Crime and the 
Treatment of Offenders 
(Tim is, 24-Aprfl - 5 May- 
1995), including ways of sen- 
sitising representatives of the 
mas* media to the “crimi- 
nogenic effects” of graphic 
portrayals of violence and to 
the possible effect s of sensa- 
tional news coverage on the 
fairness of criminal trials. 

Concerning- fuinuMiitarian - • 
assistance, tbe council re- 
quested aO organisations and 
prog r amm es of the United 
Natrons Systran to intensity 
their assistance for the recon- 
struction and development of 
Lebanon, especially in the 
technical and framing fields; 
and urged all states to partici- 
pate in tbe implementation of 
p r og ramm es for the recovery 
and reconstruction of areas 
and sectors affected by die 
cyclones and floods that have 
affected Madagascar. 





leaders for war 


SANAA (AP) — Members 
of the Yemen Socialist Party 
(YSP) denounced in a state- 
ment Tuesday their exiled 
leader’s performance during 
the country’s civil war, in- 
dicating a widening rift 
among southerners after their 
defeat by foe north. 

Hie statement was signed 
by the ^Secretariat of foe 
Supreme Committee” of tbe 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP), 
but gave no indication as to 
who or how many members 
attended foe session. 

Bat sources close to the 
meeting said among those 
present were Fadl Mohsen, a 
pre-war minister -of fisheries. 
Parliament -Member Ayad - 
Mnqbil and Mohammad 
Mansour Abu Asbou, a 
member of the party's ruling 
pofitburo. 

The statement contained a 
scathing criticism of Air 
Salem A1 Beidh, the party 
leader who fled foe southern 
stronghold of Aden fell to 
rival northern troops, bring- 
ing foe Yemen dvfl war to 
end July 7. 

During foe war, Mr. Beidh 
announced the south’s seces- 
sion and formed a separatist 
government. 

'‘Secession was an unpat- 
riotic act and was unconstitu- 
tional, and it violated the 
party progr am me and its un- 
ionist and nationalist role,” 
Tuesdays statement said. 
“The party’s legitimate 
bodies were not involved in 
the secession decision.” 

It said foe parly “rejects 
any political opposition that 
hues itself abroad,” warning 
that such a formula would 
enable “foreign forces" to 
interfere in Yemen’s domes- 
tic affairs. 

Mr. Beidh is presently in 
O man along with some of his 
aides. Other southern leaders 


have. fled , to Saudi Arabii 
Djibouti, Egypt, Syria an 
the United Arab Emirates 

Mr. Beidh has nc 
appeared in public since h 
arrival in Muscat, whei 
aides say he is recuperatiz 
from exhaustion. 

His deputy, Salem Sale 
Mohammad, who is in Je< 
dah, Saadi Arabia, said Moi 
day 64 of party leaders wou 
meet soon in Syria or ti 
UAE. 

The statement from sooa 
ists still in Yemen called for 
dialogue to resolve politic 
problems with the leadershi 
of President. Ah Abdulla 
Saleh, a northern who fougl 
.the south, to salvage the corn 
try’s May 1990 union. 

The statement appeared t 
be an attempt to mend fena 
with Sanaa and ensure a ft 
tore role for the YSP in tt 
country. 

It said the May secessio 
declaration “represents on| 
those who made it in the] 
individual capacities... and ; 
considered a departure fros 
the party.” ] 

Sanaa has said that • 
favoured dialogue with urt 
ionist members of the YSf 
and would only indude tiros 
members who declared ui 
ambiguous opposition to th 
secession in a new coalitio 
government. 

Oat of foe YSFs 24 po!i< 
buro members, only six are i 
Sanaa, but Mr. Asbou, a YS 
parliamentary member, tol 
Reuters that “foe statemer 
reflects foe opinion of th 
majority of the YSP poll 
buro.” I 

The statement of condcg 
miration was expected tf 
pave the way for an expand^ 
national reconciliation talks 
between President Saieh 
General Peoples Congresi 
(GPC) and foe YSP. 


Hilal Hospital plans 
JD100,000 expansion 


By Elia NasraBah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Hilal Hos- 
pital on Wednesday awarded 
a local engineering firm a 
contract for preparing de- 
signs for its renovation of foe 
m a te rni ty ward at the cost of 
JD4,fl8ff. ■ 

Mohammad Hadid, presi- 
dent of the Jordan National 
Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS) winch is in charge 
of the hospital, told tbe Jor- 
dan Times that foe designs 
will entail engineering, 
architectural, civil and other 
works. It is expected to be 
completed in two months 
time when the JNRCS would 
embark on foe construction 
work which would eventually 
cost JD 100,000. 

Dr. Hadid will visit several 


countries on a fundraising 
mission in August 20 during 
which he would also seek to 
raise additional funds to fil 
nance the purchase of morj 
equipment for the hospital] 
On Wednesday, Dr. Hadic 
received a rift of a $30,00(1 
ambulance from tbe Internal 
tional Committee of tbe Red 
Cross (ICRC) to help trans! 
port tbe side to and from foe 
long Hussein Bridge on theif 
way to and from the Wess 
Bank. ^ \ 

The rift was presented to 
Dr. Hadid by foe head of 
ICRC delegation’s Ami 
office, Marco Sassoli. 

The JNRCS in coonfina 
turn with tiie ICRC, annual! 
transports an average o 
1,000 patients to and froi 
the bridge. Dr. Hadid said.] 


King returns home after historic step 


(Continued from page 1) 

The King stressed the his- 
toric link between tbe Hashe- 
mites and the Holy City, 
saying Jordan was linked to 
Jerusalem by Jordanians who 
sacrificed their lives defend- 
ing foe city in 1948 and in 
1967. 

“Jerusalem is also the bu- 
rial place of (Sharif Hussein) 
foe father of the revolution 
whose history, struggle and 
martyrdom for the sake of 
Palestine,” is known to all, 
foe King said. 

The King said Jordan had 
never given up its role in 
caring for the holy sites in 
Jerusalem. 

“When this reality is ack- 
nowledged by those who 
fought us for long years, it is 
the greatest tragedy to see 
(those) who throw doubts 
and question and condemn 
and we do not say that Pales- 
tine is ours ... Palestine is for 
its people but tbe holy sites 
belong to the whole Muslim 
Nation,” foe King told repor- 
ters, saying that the recogni- 


tion in the Washington Dec- 
laration of the religious 
sovereignty of the Hashe- 
nrites over the holy sites in 
Jerusalem was “a recognition 
of reality.” 

King Hussein said tbe holy 
sites in Jerusalem should be 
placed above political consid- 
erations so that sovereignty 
over them “will be to God” 
and Jerusalem will be “tbe 
land of peace to all worship- 
pers of God.” 

“When I decide to go to 
Jerusalem as a Hashemite, as 
a Muslim and as a Jordanian I 
will not ask permission from 
anybody. This is my right,” 
tbe King told reporters in 
response to a question, not- 
ing that be was invited to 
Jerusalem and “there were 
those who got upset and 
those who were pleased” ab- 
out these invitations. 

Responding to a question 
on whether his flight over 
Jerusalem represents the 
opening of Jordanian and 
Israeli air space to air traffic 
from both countries, foe King 
said he hoped this issue 


would be resolved soon, be- 
cause this would be the nor- 
mal situation in light of foe 
enormous savings in time and 
resources that foe opening of 
the route would entail for 
both Jordanians and Israelis 
as well as the aviation indus- 
try in general. 

“I hope tins issue will be 
dealt with soon and surely 
this will be foe natural path 
... we have been detonring all 
over the world for tbe past 46 
years,” tbe King said!. 

King Hussein said Jordan 
was moving towards the 
attainment of just and com- 
prehensive peace after it en- 
tered the peace talks with the 
approval of groups and ele- 
ments that represent all the 
Jordanian people. 

Asked about news reports 
that he will meet with Mr. 
Rabin in Aqaba next week to 
launch foe building of a road 
linking Aqaba to Eilat, the 
King said “I believe I will 
meet the Israeli prime minis- 
ter shortly (and the meeting 
in Aqaba) is posable.” But 
the King said he could not 


con firm the meeting as be has 
not yet seen the plans for 
foe new 
between Jordan 
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to a question, 
pro gres s on the 
track of foe 
negotiations depends on the 
presence of a true desire to 
move forward, saying he be- 
lieved there was commitment 
Syria to die achievement 
peace and that Israel was 
determined to move forward 
in order to achieve compre- 
hensive peace. 

Tbe King said be would do 
every tiling possible “on the 
personal level” to alleviate 
tbe s u ffe rin g of the Palesti- 
nian people, especially de- 
tainees in Israeb jails when 
asked about talks he bad with 
Mr. Rabin over tbe issue. 

King Hussein, who discus- 
sed Jordaman-U.S. relations 
with President Bfll Clinton 
during his visit to Washing- 
ton, raid the U.S. responsive- 
ness to Jordan’s economic 
and ntifitary needs was “very 
good.” 

He said there was an agree- 
ment to deal with Jordanian 
debts on stages over a period 


of three years, ackfing that 
Jordan was nnder no such 
burden of debts as it is now. 

He said tbe constraints on 
supplying Jordan with mod- 
ern military equipment that it 
needs to reorganise and mod- 
ernise its aimed forces have 
been lifted. 

“I see (a new dawn) 
__ the King said, 
_ that he spent all his 
life struggling together with 
the Jordanian people to bring 
about peace which wifl en- 
sure a prosperous future. 

“Jordan is my country and 
if I am proud of anything in 
tins life it is my belonging to 
tins country,” and to tins 
united, dignified, able and 
strong Jordanian family, the 
King said. 

“Those who fell, fell with 
our fathers and grandfathers. 
They are and will remain in 
our hearts," the King said, 
expressing hope that Jordan 
mans would lead a respect- 
able and dignified life on 
their “precious and dear 
national soil.” 

King Hussein arrived home 
as 47 deputies expressed sup- 
port for his leadership and 


tbe steps Jordan has taken ini 
foe peace process (see sepa-l 
rate story). f 

King Hussein was received^ 
at foe airport by His Royal? 
Highness Crown Prince Has-' 
san. Her Royal Highness? 
Princess Sarvath, His Royaii 
Highness Prince Faisal, Hk| 
Royal Highness Prince Gfaari] 
Ben Mohammed, Primes 
Minister Abdul Salam Al| 
Majati, and other members; 
of the Royal Family and^ 
senior officials. * 

Arriving home -with the'’ 
King were Her Majesty* 
Queen Noor, His Royal 
Highness Prince Tala! Ben 
Mohammed, the military 
secretaiy of foe King, Royal 
Court Chief Sharif Zeid Benf 
Shaker and Chief Qiamber- 
lain Prince Ra'ad Ben Zeid. 

King Hussein, who was 
greeted upon arrival by a 
21-gun salute, inspected a 
guard of honour before pro- 
ceeding to the Royal Palace 
through crowded streets on 
which people were lined to 
greet him and banners ex- 
pressing support to tbe King , 

and his leadership were* 
raised. ~ 


Crown Prince urges research sabbaticals 


(Continued from page 1) 
format for evaluation and 
corrective adjustment. Speci- 
fically as related to the va- 
rious bodies responsible for 
development in general and 
science and technology in 
particular aiming to rate our 
achievements institutionally 
and by programme. 

Thirdly: Concerning the 
excellence of Jordanian uni- 
versities, specially as we are 
firing the experiment of pri- 
vate universities. The time 
has come to agree on the 
distribution of roles between 
foe universities and the ex- 
ploitation of strengths or in- 


centives of distinction. We 
might then build upon that in 
the field of advanced studies 
and scientific research. 

In fine with scientific and 
technological progress, we 
need to make use of modern 
technologies for. instruction, 
departing from foe tradition- 
al patterns of tbe vocational 
dimension of higher educa- 
tion. I believe that we have 
diminished many concepts 
and taken them out of the 
context of their original pur- 
poseful expression. One ex- 
ample of this is the subject of 
sabbaticals. This was origi- 
nally meant to give faculty 


members the chance to 
achieve or follow up research 
and initiatives otherwise not 
allowed for tbe burden of the 
instructional workload. What 
is taking place now is that 
sabbaticals have been trans- 
formed into “instructional 
occupation or preoccupa- 
tion” and have become an 
outlet to another temporary 
post 

Scientific research is tied to 
foe two elements previously 
cited. There is no harm in 
admitting that most research 
effort at our universities is 
directed at a basic level. 
There is no shame in this 


except that it does not serve 
our developmental directives 
and our sectorial needs in the 
short term. 

It might be feasible to see if 
it would be possible to free a 
limited number of faculty 
members to undertake re- 
search according to priority. 
The Higher Conned would 
share in financing this sabba- 
tical in cooperation and col- 
laboration with foe universi- 
ties. 

Our realisation of the sig- 
nificance of science and tech- 
nology as a cornerstone for 
foe achievement of develop- 
ment and tbe consolidation of 
comprehensive national 
security requires elucidated 


planning of the investment of 
scientific and technological 
capacities. This was foe pur- 
pose of convening the Jorda- 
nian science week. In this 
field, I wish to stress the 
positive elements of the 
Armed Forces’ experiment 
and the necessity. or benefit- 
ing from it. As you know our 
Aimed Forces, in.tbe course 
of their participation in foe 
peacekeeping forces in va- 
rious locations worldwide, 
have gained a special level of 
respect and a good reputa- 
tion due to their distinctive 
commitment and foe speed of 
their adaptability to the 
duties and responsibilities to 
which they are entrusted. 


In addition to the effective I 
role undertaken by the| 
Armed Forces in tbe de- f 
velopmentai process, the? 
strategy built upon its future J 
direction for the develop- ? 
ment and enhancement of i 
this role must take into j 
account contmuing collabora- * 
tion and cooperation wife our 1 
national scientific institutions | 

to demonstrate capacities and f 

capabilities on tbe one hand i 
and to demonstrate needs on 
foe other. 

Following the opening of 
the seven day meeting; the 
Crown Prince opened a sden- J 
ce and technology exhibition 
and toured its sections. 
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kpwaiti government and parliament 
limbers suggest budget deficit rise 

W AIT ( R) — The state revenue 10 an invest- have not ver been nublished construction allocation by 60 


Oil prices firm due to Nigerian crisis 


LONDON (R) — Oil prices 
rose moderately in nervous 


WAIT (R) — The 
ivaiti government and a 
imitiee of deputies have 
t parliament a 1994/95 
ional budget entailing a 23 
cent, rise in the deficit, 
•uties .ssud Wednesday, 
'arliament's financial and 
nomic affairs committee 
I the government have re- 
nmended the oppcsition- 
linaied assembly approve a 
iget entailing a net short- 
of 1.502 billion dinars ($5 


state revenue to an invest- 
ment fund designed to help 
finance the government when 
oil runs out over a century 
from now. 

A committee report on the 
budget said its proposals had 
been agreed with trie govem- 


been agreed with the govern- 
ment. Parliament is expected 


ion. they said. 

Tiat is a 23 per cent rise on 
irojected 1993/94 net de- 
t of-.' 1 ,223 billion ($4.1 
lion). The committee 
de no recommendations as 
how the deficit should be 
mcedl Post-Gulf war de- 
ls have been covered by 
h borrowing and drawing 
m reserves. 

‘The financial committee 
. recommended approving 
modified budget with a 
oss) .deficit standing at 
66 billion dinars ($5.9 bil- 
n)." committee rapporteur 
Inan Abdul Samoa said “If 
exclude the allocation to 
: Reserve Fund for Future 
nertf cions. the (net) deficit 
uld be 1.502 billion." 

A 197 b law requires minis- 
s to transfer 10 per cent of 


ran may 
un.but of 
-il to export 
1 1;5 years 

■1HRAN (AFP) — Iran 
ild run out of oil to export 
.hin IS years if its domestic 
i sumption continues at the 
sent 1 rate, on oil ministry 
icia! has warned. Ardeshir 
thi-Najad, deputy oil 
nister and head of the 
nistry’s refinery company, 
d newspapers here that 
mcstic consumption had 
sn above one million bar- 
5 of oil a day — almost 
e-third of the country's oil 
eduction. He called for 
ver consumption of oil- 
ated products because “at 
: current level of consump- 
n Iratfwill not have, any oil 
• export within the next 15 
its. Oil consumption has 
en sharply in Iran in recent 
ars, largely due to the 
pulatipn boom. 


to debate and vote on the 
proposals Saturday or Tues- 
day. The final budget will go 
to the emir to be enacted into 
law. 

Most of the rise in the 
deficit is due to inclusion in 
the budget for the first time 
of hitherto secret allocations 
for arms purchases. Exclud- 
ing the 500 million dinar 
($1.67 billion) arms procure- 
ment allocation proposed for 
1994/95 would produce a 16 
per cent fall in the net deficit. 

The committee recom- 
mended state spending of 
4.14 billion dinars ($13.8 bil- 
lion). an 11 per cent increase 
on planned spending of 3.937 
billion ($13.2 billion) in 
1993/94. 

It projected revenue of 
2.637 billion dinars ($18.8 bil- 
lion). a fall of 6.3 per cent 
from a projected 2.713 billion 
dinars ($9.1 billion) in 1993/ 
94. 

Actual J 993/94 fiscal flows 


have not yet been published 
but economists say the actual 
deficit is close to two billion 
dinars ($6.7 billion) due to 
low oil prices for much of the 
period. 

Oil exports provide 90 per 
cent of state revenue. 

The government initially 
proposed 1994/95 spending of 
4.39 billion ($14.7 billion) 


and projected revenue of 
2.537 billion dinars ($8.5 bil- 
lion), making a net deficit of 
1.853 billion dinars ($6.2 bil- 
lion). 

"We have reached an 
agreement with the govern- 
ment to cut 250 million dinars 
($839 million) from state ex- 
penditure and increase re- 
venues by 100 million dinars 
($335 million),’* Sheikh 
Abdul Samad told Reuters. 

The report said the re- 
venue increase would come 
from new custom fees, in- 
creased electricity, water, 
transportation and com- 
munication service charges 
and state revenue stamps. It 
did not elaborate. 

The expenditure cut would 
be mainly the result of trim- 
ming miscellaneous expendi- 
ture by 178 million dinars 
($596 million) and reducing 


construction allocation by 60 
million ($201 million), said 
the report. 

Finance Minister Nasser Al 
Rodhan. in a statement to the 
opposition' dominated bouse 
last month, proposed levying 
income tax for the first on 
Kuwaitis and expatriates. 

Sheikh Rodhan also sug- 
gested levying company tax 
— now applied only on fore- 
ign concerns — on Kuwaiti 
firms as well as imposing a 
tax on sals and fees for ser- 
vices currently free of charge. 

He said the alternative to 
taxes was increasing charges 
for state utility services. 

Sheikh Abdul Samad’s 
committee has criticised 
Sheikh Rodhan's plans to 
curb the deficit through new 
taxes and urged the govern- 
ment to privatise the state 
sector instead. 

A state economic commit- 
tee said recently that the 
budget deficit would grow by 
almost 50 per cent by die year 
2000 unless the system of 
generous state subsidies was 
reformed. 

Gulf war-related expenses, 
including repairing damaged 
oilfields, cost Kuwait more 
than ($30 billion). 


trading Wednesday as a 
general strike gripped oil-rich 
Nigeria, threatening to cut 
vital supplies even further. 


“The world’s supply-de- . 
mand balance has been sensi- 
tive for the last few months 
and the threat of the loss of 
three per cent of the world’s 
oil supply is a principal focal 
point for oil traders and con- 
sumers,” said Peter Gignoux, 
head of the London energy 
desk of Smith. Barney. 

London oil prices, which 
had fallen sharply Tuesday 
amid market perceptions that 
foe Nigerian tension bad 
eased, started the day 
Wednesday as much as 18 
cents a barrel above the pre- 
vious dosing levels.. 

The September contract 
for world benchmark Bread 
Blend North Se crude oil 
hovered around $18.70, up 
nearly 20 cents from Tues- 
day’s close but below Mon- 


day’s peak of $19.41, the 
highest level since March 
1993. 

Traders and analysts say 
that the market is particularly 
sensitive to any serious supp- 
ly cuts at a time of higher 
demand in foe United States, 
the world’s biggest oil con- 
sumer, and steady, not high- 
er, the world’s biggest oil 
consumer, and staay, not 
higher, supply from OPEC- 
and other major producers . 

“Everyday we are losing 
supplies from Nigeria is a day 
we are not building stocks for 
the winter,*' a European oil 
trader said. 

According to foe American 
Petroleum Institute, U S. 
crude oil stocks are some 23 
million barrels below last- 
year levels. 

A senior official at foe 
Organisation of the Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) told Reuters that foe 
group was monitoring the 
Nigerian situation but saw no 


Russia slaps 60% 
duty on foreigners 


British base rate rise 
may be blessing in disguise 


LONDON (R) — British 
base rates look certain to 
riser by the end of this year 
but this will not derail a brisk 
recovery mid will help ensure 
inflation remains under lock 
and key, analysts said 
Wednesday. 

Most agree that foe author- 
ities will raise foe 5-Va per 
cenr base rate — foe lowest 
level seen for two decades — 
by Vi point fob autumn in a 
preemptive move to ensure 
the recovery rolls ahead with- 
out generating price press- 
ures. 

Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer Kenneth Clarke would 
heed the Bank of England's 
plea for higher rates in the 
autumn as he was well aware 
that a cautious braking now 
would avoid a steeper and 
more damaging tightening of 
rates later, they said. 

“If they (British author- 


ities) tighten it won’t bp a bad 
thing," Morgan Stanley eco- 
nomist Kevin Gardiner said. 

“In fact it’s a good thing 
because growth is strong 
enough to shrug off higher 
interest rates without slowing 
down — it will also show foe 
Bank of England (BOE) is 
ahead of foe inflation game 
and boost monetary credibil- 
ity,” he said. 

latest data show foe eco- 
nomy expanding at a pace of 
above three per cent during 
the second quarter, com- 
pared with official forecasts 
of 2.75 per cent for 1994 and 
the first half of 1995. British 
markets welcomed the 
BOE's latest quarterly bulle- 
tin released Tuesday, which 
predicted underlying infla- 
tion, stripped of violatile 
mortgage payments, would 
stay inside its official one to 
four per cent target range in 


.foe next 18 months. 

But the report, which 
noted that disinflationary 
pressure in foe economy bad 
been greater than antici- 
pated, also pointed out that if 
base rates remained steady 
for foe next two years, infla- 
tion would rise to the top half 
of its target range. 

Analysts said fob was a 
reminder to Mr. Clarke of 
the government’s stated goal 
of bringing foe inflation mea- 
sure to the bottom half of its 
target range before the next 
general election, due by early 
1997. 

Underlying inflation now 
stands at 2.4 per cent. In 
June, the government revised 
its projection for the end of 
this year down to 2.5 per cent 
from 3.25 per cent earlier and 
predicted it would rise to 2.75 
per cent by the end of 1995. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — All 
foreigners except diplomats 
moving to or from Russia 
must pay a one-time 60 per 
cent customs tax on the value 
of all their personal belong- 
ings under new regulations, a 
newspaper reported Wednes- 
day. 

The duty would apply to 
personal possessions ranging 
from “crumpled old towels to 
family heirlooms” and affects 
foe vast majority of foreign 
residents in Russia, the 
English-language daily The 
Moscow Times said. 

The State Customs Com-;' 
nrittee fust imposed foe 60 
per cent fee on personal be- 
longings for foreigners in 
January, but it exempted 
accredited diplomats and 
journalists who account for a 
large portion of expatriates in 
Russia. 

The exemption for journal- 
ists however was lifted under 
a June 22 “clarification” to 


Mna claims success in copyright crackdown 


IJINjCS (R) — China 
dnesday trumpeted the 
aess ’of a recent damp- 
en on copyright violations, 
owing pressure from foe 
ited States to improve 
tectibiv of foreign intellec- 
I property rights, 
vuthdrities seized about 
4 million books and maga- 
ss which violated copyr- 
f laws’ or spread violence 
I pornography in foe first 
f of 1994, the Xinhua 


News Agency said. It did not 
specify how many were 
copyright violations. 

Some 200,000 pirated com- 
pact discs and 750,000 video 
and audio tapes were also 
confiscated, it said. It did not 
say how much the seizures 
were worth or what would 
happen to them. 

About 7,000 people were 
arrested and 56 factories and 
shopes dosed down in the 
first half of the year, it said. 


The crackdown will ^con- 
tinue during coming months, 
said Zeng Xi, a spokes- 
woman for the Press and 
Publication Administration. 

In June U.S. Trade Repre- 
sentative Mickey Kantor 
announced that he had 
placed China on a watch list 
of countries suspected of 
tolerating intellectual proper- 
ty violations under the “spe- 
cial 301” section of the U.S. 
trade act. 


- China will be subject to a 
six-month investigation that 
could lead to $800 million in 
retaliatory sanctions — foe 
estimated extent of current 
U.S. losses — if violations 
are verified and no bilateral 
agreement is reached. 

Beijing denounced 
Washington for opening the 
inquiry, calling the action 
rude, unacceptable and un- 
reasonable. 



the power of myths 


DAJANFS creates Jewellery for today 
in fimalwr designs inspired 
by the magic of old legends ^ 9 

and mythical creatures. 


^ DAJANI JEWELLERS 

Amra Hotel - Amman. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



New arrange me circled letters io 
form the surprise answer, as suq- 
gesled by the above cartoon . 


Jumbles: LANKY BARGE INLAND HEREBY 
Answer Often the excuse for a tender bender — 

A BAD BRAKE 



reason to adjust its produc- 
tion yet. OPEC production 
has been hoverine around 25 
million barrels all year and 
most members are producing 
at capacity and unable to 
raise production at will. 

OPEC heavy weight Saudi 
Arabia counts on more than 
one million h/d unused capac- 
ity but is unlikely it move 
above its 8- milli on b/d OPEC 
quota unless there is a true 
supply crisis, a Gulf OPEC 
delegate said. 


Nigeria, one of foe largest 
OPEC producers, is one of 
the world’s main suppliers of 

« ■ v ir*.i rtocnlinp-n^.h 


high-quality, gasoline-nch 
sweet crude oils, exporting as 
much as 1.6 million barrels 
per day mostly to foe United 
States and western Europe. 

Oil prices have gained 
more than $2 since Nigerian 
oil workers began their pro- 
democracy strike. Companies 
operating there complain of 
harassment and sabotage by 
strikers. 


tile regulations, foe report 
said. . . 

Spokesmen for both the 
State Customs Committee 
and foe government said they 
were unaware of the rule 
change lifting the exemption 
for journalists, but profes- 
sional international moving 
companies said they had been 
informed. 

“It’s foe law,” a spokes- 
woman for the German- 
based movers Interdean said. 

Many foreigners moving to 
and from Russia in recent 
months have been hit by the 
new tax — one executive had 
to pay $16,000 to bring his 
belongings to Russia, the re- 
port said. 

However many have also 
not been taxed or else have 
been asked to pay duties low- 
er than 60 per cent of the 
value of their goods and 
accounts from numerous 
‘foreigners indicated that the 
regulations were not being 
enforced consistently. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY AUGUST 4, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Highter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: m uuiy devoted for their 

A very good dayraeiggein 

some new enterprise that will - M 

add to vour orestice and in- LIBRA! (September 43 
come. You’re Kkely to attract October 22) This is * good day 
STassistance of friends who to be with fascinating friends 
can help you achiever this goal- for the «rauoo ' k “ 
Full speed ahead. mutually pleasurable. Take 

v . steps to improve your health. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) eroRPIO: (October 23 to 
You are able to find new in- ^ ^ 21 ) Make construe- 

^r^tTe 11 S^wWdfSuld give you 
added abundance at this time. success in business. Do 

Be sure to ma^nad^rful harm your 

manner even in adversity. "^Mname. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May SAGITTARIUS: (November 
20) Cany through with ideas >2 to December 21) Take 
which will bring you more har- advantage of an opportunity to 
mony and ideal conditions at .advance in your career and 
your home. Use your ability to become more prosperous. Be 
organise your activities. ^ve ^ cheerful in all of 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) your activities. 

Contact one who can help you CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to get ahead in your line of January 20) Use your ing- 
endeavour. Adopt a more ^ t0 expand in business 
logical outlook in life and be ^ t good results 

practical in your thinking. ^ strive for more harmony 
MOW CHILDREN: (June 22 with your family members, 
to July 21) Money should be AQ UARIUS: (January 21 to 
uppermost on your mind to- Febniaxy 19 ) a good time to 
day. Use practical sense in all terete plans which 

your business dealings and you TOllk j bring added income in 
will be very successful. ^ Take no chances 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) * with your reputation or good 
Get busy doing what you most name, 
want to do and make real 
headway toward personal and 
business success. Use care in 
motion while on the highway. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Make long- 
range plans which will give 
added security in the days 
ahead. Show closest ties that 


PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Study your environ- 
ment and make plans to im- 
prove it. Come to a better 
accord with fellow associates. 
Show that you have poise. 
Birthstone of August: 
Peridot — Golden Quartz 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY AUGUST 5, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
A well aspected end of the - 
work-week day that offers all 
sort of positive possibilities. 
This would be a very good day 
to dear up some of the uncer- 
tainty at work and to have 
some fun tonight. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
The morning is the best time to 
analyse the future and then 
you can make definite plans to 
havfe more abundance for the 
future. • ; - 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
20) Confidentially plan how to 
get more backing from experts 
so that you can enjoy added 
income for the days ahead 
which could be substantial. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Take care of outride duties you 
have in the morning, and then 
cany through witn personal 
aims. Be poised for whatever 
develops around you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) This is a good day 
to look into new outlets and 
study modern systems which 
could lead to greater success 
upon your part. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Study new appliances which 
could give you greater benefits 
in the future. Show others that 
you have wisdom. Be alert to 
anything that your direction. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Be more co- 
gnizant of what your associates 
are doing and coordinate 


efforts wisely so there is more 
mutual profits for ail those 
involved. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Listen to what an 
intelligent adviser has to sug- 
gest so that you can advance in 
career activities. Be kind to 
your loved ones today. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Take time to 
please friends and gain more 
goodwfllTof'tbe days ahead. 

Be poised, aj_ all times for any 
situation' Which developes. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Confer 
privately with advisees and de- 
ride on the right course of 
action to follow for the future. 
Use common sense for any 
derision. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) You are able to 
gain the favour of a higher-up 
today, if you go after it sens- 
ibly. Be more self-assured ab- 
out yourself today. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Getting involved 
in some new outlet could prove 
lucrative to you in the days 
ahead. Be more reassuring to 
mate of your love. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Study new interests 
which can bring added .benefits 
in the future. Take no risks 
with your reputation at this 
time or you could be sorry. 

Birthstone of August: 
Peridot — Golden Quartz 


THE Daily Crossword by Al Bedcer 


ACROSS 
1 Sweeper 
6 nmmioaie 
9 Make a cartoon 

13 Morse cnieltain 
of o|d 

14 Agam 

16 Attorney general 

17 Keen 

18 He 

19 Money 
eicnange lee 

20 Vintage Irtm 
star. Jessica 

22 Nerve 

23 Alone 

24 Some bees 
26 Auction 

pamdpam 
30 Weues or Bean 
32 River to die 


■■■■■ a 
ami a 
■■■■■ai 

I Ml 

aaaau 
am m 

■■■■an 
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33 Japanese 
diplomat 

35 Camei km 
39 Tokl 

4 J OoDetroner 

43 Pachuca pai < t-**™ Ukm sw, lnt 

44 Arap gulf *4 bgn, 

4p AClOt Andrews 

47 Japanese city 9 ' Terry and the 


agin aaml 

■■■ . aaui . ■ 

■ aaimaaaa 

■ uni auu 

■ am auu 

■ - mum . mu 


YsstenJay’s Puzzle Solved: 


SI Machine tow 
54 Marsn oho 

56 Trumpet, a g. 

57 Kings Uther and 
Aririur 

63 "My FnenO — 

64 Inier — 

65 Nothing 

66 Served perfectly 

67 Force 

SB Singer Lopez 

69 Put on cargo 

70 Ripen 

71 Conoescend 

DOWN 

1 Reared 

2 Jungie sound 

3 Russian saint 

4 Ceun 

5 In the dumps 

6 Stup ol the 
desert 

7 Having a spree 

8 Wtvp mark 


character 

10 Daughter of 
King Lear 

1 1 Oid-wa manish 

12 Some ctOlhs 
15 Tares 

21 Scandinavian 

25 pQly 

26 Adnaoc wind 

27 Footnote word 
78 Sub locale 

25 Persecution ol a 
kind 
31 Gad 

34 Jewish month 

36 "I Go: — m 
Kalamazoo" 

37 Food list 
36 "My Name 


SSHS nnQE 

HHHK nnicinra nnnn 
nnnn 

noQnQnn brctrkeg 
nnn 

ggnon ann annnn 
nnnn nnnnnta nnn 
nnnannnnnnnnnnn 
jnnuHyunn annra 
□cranra naa nnnon 

nSHS aQa nnnnnoB 
H0R0 Ronnn nnnn 
EH nnn nnnn 
nnEin nnrann annn 


50 Anges 


• rw "Jtrj 

is — ■ (Saroyan) Si Small comaker 


40 mg 

Wasting — 

(eiatea) 

45 Actor Charles 
48 Hungarian hero 


52 "Blood 
Wedding" 
autn or 

53 Gave weapons 
to 


55 which wil 
live "(FOR) 

58 Charles Lamp 

59 Encircled 

60 Oberlln's state 
Gl Boy. m Burgos 

M Cre 
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Jordan Times 

in co-o pm ration with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


US. Dollar in I nter na tional Markets 


Chit«cj 

Wew ycifr 
CIoaz 

Tokyo 

Cfc-w 

h *3 i 4;l*M 

Slcrlifig Pound 

».S355 

1.5359 

DfoUrtr Murk 

7-SC25 

1.5146 

Sms t ratr 

1-3375 

1.55&4 

French Prune 

5.408a 

5.4732** 

jnpanne Yen 

roo.jj 

100.53 

Enrapran Cnnvnx t nil 

i.zoea 

J.2073-- 
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Corrrttn j 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

IS. Dollar j 

^.25 | 

r 4.50 

4.93 

5.37 

Slrrtine Pound j 

5. DO 

5.25 

5.5o 

6.51 

Drulvctie Mark 

■J.fi 1 

> 

t 4.6 i 

4.6S 

4.1 7 

Sniu Franc ! 

i .OC 

4. 1C 

4 . 18 

4.37 

French Franc 

5. £5 

5.57 

5.50 

5. OS 

Japaimr Yen 

1.95 

2 .06 

c.ot 

2.25 

European Currency I nit 

5. *8 

5. SI 

6.03 

* .51 


! < ■>. iMixr* i.amjna ■ 
Central Bank of Jordan Bxduutga Rave BnOatin 
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Currency 

But 

Offer 

L S. Dollar 

0.t>940 

0.6960 

SlerCna Pound 

1.0646 

1.0699 

DcuLscbc Mark 

0.4379 

0.4401 

Suiu Franc 

0.5183 

0.5209 

French Franc 

0.1283 

0.1289 

Japanese Yen 

0.3915 

0.6950 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3900 

0.3920 

Surffi&h Krona j 


Italian lira 

0.0439 

0.0447 

Belgian Franc 
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Mnr Currencues 

DatK 3: Sj 1994 

Currcnn 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

T.JCS0 

7.8420 

Lrbancse Ura 

0.040345 

0.047885 

Saudi Ki>al 

0.1847 

0.7867 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3700 

2. 3500 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1894 

0.1077 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2050 

0.2250 

Omani Riyal 

I.7S40 

7.7990 

L'AE Dirham 

0.1384 

0.7893 

Greek Drachma 

0.2525 

0.3125 

Cypriot Pound 

1.3645 

7.4965 

Vtt m 

* 



Beirutis developing taste for Solidere stock 


BEIRUT (R) — Shares in 
the Lebanese company set up 
to rebuild central Beirut de- 
vastated by dvil war have 
risen the maximum five per 
cent again and bankers said 
Beirutis were developing a 
taste for the stock. 

Continuing their six-week 
surge since the market 
opened, £100 A and B shares 
of Solidere, Lebanon’s only 
traded company, were fixed 
at S138-7/S compared with 
S 132-3/8 Monday. 

The shares have not fallen 
since trading began on June 
23 — ending an 11-year gap 
in Beirut equities trading — 
and a chief broker at a major 
Lebanese bank said their per- 
formance was beginning to 
entice ordinary Beirutis. 

“People who had no know- 
ledge of shares before are 
showing interest because 
they're seeing a rapid gain," 
said the banker, who asked 
not to be identified. 

“There’s increased in- 
terest. There’s not a lot of it 


but typically we’re getting a 
lot of medium to small-size 
investors/* he said. *Tm get- 
ting housewives coming in 
and saying *ni bring money, 
$15,000, and I’ll just buy/" 

Solidere is Lebanon's big- 
gest company, formed this 
year with $1.8 biQion capital 
to rebuild central Beirut shat- 
tered by the 1975-90 civil 
war. Demolition work has 
begun, but no date has yet 
been set for the rebuilding. 

Bankers and brokers re- 
commend Solidere shares as 
a solid long-term investment. 

But despite dawning public 
enthusiasm they say all is not 
yet quite right with the fledg- 
ling Beirut secondary mar- 
ket. 

Daily trading volume is 
tiny and supply of Solidere 
shares is dramatically short of 
demand, chiefly because 
market regulations restrict 
daily price rises and discour- 
age shareholders from selling 
on a one-way upward mar- 
ket. 


The market opened in June 
with a five per cent upward’ 
and downward price limit at 
the daily fixings- Last Thurs- 
day, after weeks of steady 
upward progress, the super- 
visory committee suddenly 
slashed the daily price fluc- 
tuation limit to 2.5 per cent to 
try to calm the market. 

Instead, the measure 
stifled supply and created un- 
natural demand. Investors an- 
xious to jump on the band- 
wagon but aware that they 
would get only a small prop- 
ortion of the shares they ap- 
plied for. inflated their ap- 


plications accordingly. 

In less than a week the 
ratio of sell offers to demand 
plunged from 31 per cent to 
1.4 per cent and bankers and 
stockbrokers began calling 
for full liberalisation of the 
market. 

On Tuesday, after Solidere 
shares had almost dis- 
appeared from the market, 
the committee restored the 
five per cent limit. But the 
reversal failed to tempt back 
sellers. 

At Tuesday's fixing only 
175 A shares and 1,456 B 
shares changed hands against 


demand for 33,600 A and 
103,326 B shares. 

Nabil Aoun, chairman of 
the Lebanese Stockbrokers 
Association, said fixings and 
the daily limit should be 
dropped in favour of con- 
tinuous trading to restore 
normal volume. 

“I think wc need a com- 
pletely free price without any 
limit up or down/’ said 
Aoun. “I am against fixing 
the price. For a white it was 
necessary as a first step, but 
now we should turn to con- 
tinuous trading.’’ 


A banker echoed Mr.' 
Aoun's call for liberalisation.- ; 

“What I think would be the 
best idea would be a con- 
rinuous trading system, open, ■ 
outcry, where everyone 
shows their bid and offer - 
instead of a price fixing.” he-: 
said. ’• 

“If they do this I expect the 

E rice to go up quite rapidly, •’ 
ut at least it would reflect ' * 
the true market which is not 
the case now,” he added. “If 
the market was freed you ' 
would get price swings that 
would make people appreciate 
the risks of the market.” 
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UAE slashes overseas bank deposits 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Low 
interest rates and economic 
recession in most industrial 
countries have forced the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) to 
cur its bank deposits abroad 
by more than half to switch to 
more profitable investments, 
the central bank said Tues- 
day. 

Bank deposits were slashed 
from 12 . 1 billion dirhams 
($3.3 billion) at the end of 
1992 to 5.9 billion dirhams 
($1.6 billion) the end of 1993, 
the bank said in a report on 
its 1993 financial operations. 

“Due to instability in world 
financial markets in 1993, 
continuation of economic re- 
cession in most industrial 
states and expectations of a 
further decline in interest 
races on deposits, the central 


bank decided to concentrate 
its investment in more feasi- 
ble financial instruments, n it 


It said most of the money 
removed from the banks 
were invested in bonds and 
bills, which surged by 103.3 
per cent to 15.4 billion 
dirhams ($4.19 billion) in 
1993 from 7.6 billion dirhams 
(52.07 billion) in 1992. 

Around 10 billion dirhams 
($2.72 billion) were invested 
in treasury bills in 1993 com- 
pared with 3.5 billion 
dirhams (S9S3 million) in 
1992, an increase of 187.6 per 
cent, the report said. 

Investment in government 
bonds also grew by 7.6 per 
cent to 4.2 billion dirhams 
($1.14 billion) from 3.9 bil- 
lion dirhams (S1.06 billion). 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

Following are 

the buying and selling j 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 

bullion markets Wednesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 

1.3882/92 

Canadian dollar 


1.5855/65 

Deutschemarks 


1.7808/18 

Dutch guilders 


1.3393/03 

Swiss francs 


32.65/69 

Belgian francs 


5.4157/07 

French francs 


1585.8/7.3 

Italian lire 


100.65/75 

Japanese yen 


7.7345/45 

Swedish crowns 


6.9229/79 

Norwegian crowns 


6.2315/65 

Danish crowns 

One sterling 

$1.5344/70 


One ounce of gold 

$378,965/379.05 



Investment in other finan- 
cial instruments jumped to 
1.17 billion dirhams ($318 
million) from 1661.1 million 
dirhams ($45.2 million). 

The switch boosted the 
level of investment in bills 
and other financial instru- 
ments to 71.2 per cent of the 
central bank's forcigns assets, 
which in turn accounted for 
96.4 per cent of its total assets 
at the end of 1993. 

The report did not say 
where the assets are based 
but bankers cited the United 
States, France, Britain, 
Switzerland, Germany, 
Japan and other industrial 
countries as the main bases of 
the UAE’s overseas invest- 
ment. 

The UAE is one of the 
biggest investors of the Mid- 
dle East, helped by large 
financial surpluses during the 
oil boom of late 1970s and 
early 1980s. 

Apart from central bank 
assets, its investments abroad 
are estimated at more than 
S50 billion. Such funds are 
believed to have remained 
intact, unlike those owned by 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
who have been forced to 
withdraw a large part to fi- 
nance the 1991 Gulf war 
effort and budget deficits. 

“The UAE is still enjoying 
financial surpluses despite 
the decline in oil prices,” a 
UAE bank manager told 
AFP. “This is because it is 
producing much more oil 
than before and the budget 
deficit is not real.** 
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AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many^ villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For (nore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

TeL 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 
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A SECURE 

Iflatotel 

Swegfiyeh 



itau 

SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
y GASTRONOMY. 




Cafe 


Hamburgers+Pizzas 

EUTECAFE ' 





La Vita Lounge 
1.2:00 pm - v - Late 


Tte Rnt Om HoM is 
Amman that hat a , ’ 
lOUtm nett* in mry roopn-t 
'“SateWfo T.V. Racaptfon” 
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Amman - Tel. 607193 
P.OBfflt 9403 - Fax 603434" 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

| Meal Residence F6r 
ExpamtMjnd 
Businessmen 
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/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermatkef 

MongoUaoBwbiqiwfor 
Lun6h Friday only 
Tel: 018214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12.-00 - 3 JO p.m. 
fc30 - Midnight 

V Air Conditioned Hall / 



a jincr 

The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1$t Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahiiyyah Girts School 

Taka away la evaBaMi 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 - 
p.m. 

7.-00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


SELECT HOTEL 


Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen &, FanuUes & its 

eGrEsCo BaR 



® Good Drinks & 
Excellem Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal A 1 Webdcb/Tel. 637 101/637102 
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Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

shae 30% larger 

9 Free enlarge- 
20 x 30 


Shmeisam - 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel; 823891 


Household 
Appliances For 
Every Home 

Vacuum Cleaners, Washing 
Machines, Refrigerators, Freezers, 
Dishwashers, Water Purifiers 
a choice cf 

Duty Pad /Duty Free 
Phone 604671 

0) Electrolux 


Pizza 

Pasta 

itic Sandwiches 
[arabui 

Seated 
Take -A- way 



The central bank said its 
switch from bank deposits 
had produced good results as 
the decline in interest rates 
boosted return from bonds 
and bills. 

This pushed the bank's net . 
profits by 35.7 per cent to 
800.1 million dirhams ($21 S . 
million) in 1993 from 589.4 . 
million dirhams ($160.6 mil- 
lion) in 1992, the report said. 

A breakdown showed total ; . 
assets increased to 22.4 bil- 
lion dirhams ($6.1 billion) r ■ 
from 21.7 billion dirhams 
($5.74 billion). . - ; 

The assets also included 
around 669 million dirhams 
($182.2 million) in gold rr^ 
serves and 50 million dirhams 
($13.6 million) in credits. • 

The report showed share-. 
holders equity, covering.:-, 
capital ana reserves, re-. : »- 
mained unchanged at l.S bii - 1 • 
lion dirhams ($408 million). 1 .-. 


.r . 
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Aramco’s 
exports 
put at over 
$ 50 b in ’93 ; 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — £x- 
ports by the Saudi state-run 
oil company Aramco stood at ./ 
around 190 billion rivals ' 
($50.6 billion) in 1993. more . 
than 40 per cent of the tcu4I L .' 
sales of the Kingdom's big- / 
gest 1.000 firms, a United" ' 
Arab Emirates (UAE) news- 
paper reported Wednesday. - 

A1 Khalee j was quoting an T 
official Saudi directory of the*’ *■ 
biggest 1.000 companies.;..* 
which it said earned 458 bii- .:! ■ 
lion riyals ($122.1 billion) Un 
1993 from sales inside and., *., 
outside the Gulf country. ‘ _ 

It gave no figures on the E , 
net profits of Aramco, which j’",. 
now controls the Saudi ener-. ^. 
gy sector after its acquisition 
of Samarec company. But v,_ . 
Saudi Arabia's revenues were 
estimated at $45.1 billion in ■.. 
1993 compared with $4S."4T f _ 
billion in 1992. 

Saudi Arabia is the biggest _ 
crude producer and exporter - 
in the world, with an output 
of around eight million bar-' L ' 
rels per day. 

A sharp decline in oil - ( 
prices and production over ■ 
the past decade more than i 
halved its income and created.. 1 
a persistent deficit in its * j 
budget. This has forced ir to' • 
trim expenditure and with- .- 
draw from its overseas re- J 
serves. ; 

Oil prices averaged around t 
$16.33 in 1993 compared with J 
$18.44 in 1992 and as high as j 
$30 in 1981. * 

Weak prices this year have . 
prompted Riyadh to slash 
spending by nearly 19 per 
cent to $42.66 billion fruenr..- 
$52.53 billion in 1993. This- Vi 
cut the projected deficit ro 
$1.25 billion dollars from.-- 
$7.42 billion. j 

AI Khaleej said trade com- | 
panics accounted for 32 per ; 
cent of the sales of those * 
firms, except Aramco. while ■ 
industrial companies j 
accounted for 25 per cent and : 
services firms for 22.6 per j 
cent. The rest covered con- 
trading, financing and agri-.j. 
cultural companies. 

■ 

Singapore ' : J; 

rubber 

futures end • ^ 
on high note - 

SINGAPORE (AFP) — The -,}■ 
erratic Japanese marketsv--- 
which ended “limit-up/* sent :• *• 
Singapore rubber futures^/ 
prices soaring, with traders - 
moving to the sidelines. 

"The markets in Tokyo 
and Kobe finished on limit- : 
up’ of six yen, the maximum ; . 
increase allowed in a single 
day, compared to the pre- - 
vious limit-up of five yen /.'-a. 
dealer said. ' - T , 

“Buyers were afraid to- - 
come in and were just unable 
to explain the sharp rise in 
Japan." the dealer said, 
adding that some Japanese 
buyers surprisingly were in 
the market here but found a 
lack of sellers. 
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JORDAN TIMES, 


r GOODWILL GAMES 


Figure skating postponed 




■?i _ .:sLoy 7r<ri 'zc-i# be 
v.evco io another venue be- 
: 2 'use cf ice problems at the 
.-lain rink. 

-Goodwill Games President 
Ju:i: Kelly said the start of 
rirare skating was being put 
c‘5' until Thursdey because 
•:here still was rot enough ice 
::l :ra Yubileinv Sports 
Tfikcc. 

.Kelly said organisers were 
n:*’iiirg plans to shift the 
competition to the Ska rink, a 
hdt-miie away, just as they 
d:c ct the last minute with 
: her. track speedskating 
:s 7c esday ’ r.ight . 

_ 2 L-:-fs, Kelly ~i*£.d said 
■ j-.C-re was virtually r.o chance 
o£Sgure skating going ahead 
at-; Yubfieiny. 

;*V/e're assuming that we 
’.v 21 make the move,” he said. 
“'#3 den't believe there’s any 
reejislfc ci.?r.ce they’ii hold it 

Yubileiny ’.vith the rate of 
:cd.; We don't want to take 
cny‘ risk with the skaters with 
:h *3 ice or anything that 
v.dtald make it less than an 
a d-^quate ice surface.” 

Si’s the third time an event 
oast had tc be rescheduled 
bdikuae of problems at a 
cijiue. Swimming was put off 
:cCa day at the" start of the 
>->day Goodwill Games be- 
ocese of murky water in the 
:opl. 

The figure skating had 
-.een scheduled to run for 
’.rpr nights, from today 
..vrn::g. 1 Saturday. Kelly said 
tojv-’s programmes will be 
rr.-J-vea ’io" Thursday and 
T.X* r:Zz m j\ :c Triday. Events 
•vS£ be doubled up either 
FA&.r or Saturday. 

A Ti 3 vs to the Ska venue 
.c^-d pose considerable 
icrisiicE! challenges. The Ska 
ir.c holds less than 3. COO 
“;-.vy.s, compared io 7,000 at 

Litileiny, and has no facili- 
io: competition. TV 
coheres, lights and scoring 
r.j Jb.Tient trill ail have to be 
•:ctjup in a burry. 

Ip. addition organisers 
-vcild have to deal with the 


problem of tickets. The 
Yubiieiny-events were said to 
have bosn nearly sold out. 

A beat wave, with temper- 
atures in the 90s, a power 
outage and lack of air con- 
ditioning were blamed for the 
failure in getting the ice ready 
at Yubilemy. The venue had 
been used for boxing until 
last Saturday. 

“The ice is being made 
very veiy slowly,” Kelly said. 
“They have no explanation 
for it. The pipes show - 14 
degrees and ice, instead of 
drying in a layer in 20-30 
minutes, is taking 2 to 2!£ 
hours for each layer/' 

Kelly who had given assur- 
ances Tueday that the ice 
would be ready in time for 
figure skating practice today, 
said Yubileiny official had 
misled organisers about the 
rate of ice-making and sug- 
gested some people might 
soon be out of a job. 

‘"Their specialists appear 
not to be specialists,” he said. 
“They had a much more diffi- 
cult problem getting heat out 
of the building than they let 
on. Their experts were not ' 
entirely forthcoming with the 
difficulties they were having. 

“I know that the city offi- 
cials are particularly dis- 
turbed.... They feel particu- 
larly betrayed... There are 
still some vestiges of the old . 
(Soviet) system, where it's 
better not to give any bad 
news. This is the difficulties 
of trying to cope with cir- 
cumstances in a nearly 
emerging country. 

“1 don't think there’s any 
question that the guy who's 
nnning Yubileiny will be 
i inning Yubileiny and 
more.” 

Kelly said the conditions of 
the ice at Ska would be good. 

The skaters are not unhap- 
py with Ska,” be said. 
’"They've seen practising on 
it. They say it's acceptable ice 
to them, die speedskaters 
thought it was a little soft, 
and figure skaters want it 
soft. It's really pretty good 
figure skating ice.” 

Matt Renstnger, a spokes- 


man for U.S. Figure Skating, 
concurred. 

‘"T don’t think it will really 
denigrate the competition for 
the skaters,” he said. “The 
positive side is they've prac- 
tised there for two days. The 
skaters have been very 
pleased with tire ice at Ska. 

Pensinger said this was the 
first time a major figure skat- 
ing event has been moved. 

“We’ve bad various equip- 
ment problems, but not any- 
thing that impacted directly 
on the event like this has,” be 
said. “Everyone realised ear- 
ly on that there may be some 
other factors that they we- 
ren't going to have control 
over here.” 

m 

Short trade speedskating 
had been scheduled to start at 
2 p.m. local time Tuesday at 
Yubileiny. First, organisers 
rescheduled the start to 8 
p.m. But an hour before the 
new time, they decided to 
switch the events to the Ska 
rink. 

Shuttle buses ferried spec- 
tators to the new Venue, 
while organisers lugged com- 
puters, timing devices and 
other equipment from 
Yubfieiny to the Ska rink. 

The start was delayed by 
another 90' minutes while 
officials installed pads along 
the boards and stapled adver- 
tising signs over them. A 
Russian official, dressed in 
suit and tie, used a hand saw 
to cut a starting Ihje into the 
ice. 

Meanwhile, the public 
address announcer tried to 


keep the crowd entertained. 

“Only in Russia could you 
move from one venue to 


Apiazatee 
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' — iv.gerian 

' : Tj" s:riltcr_ Emma- 

- ."Sills’ ■ Egyptian 
i r! l: trcrvrfer aral 
. ..I 7-srr u s: js Duisburg 
; j;-c?.T.p!e:id because 
srr.-.e minor eruditions were 

.-C'unilre, the 22 -year-old 
y r erred two coals in the 
‘.'rid Cup. signed for Duis- 
■•’.73 before the finals, but 
geo his mind and has 
:z signed a contract with 
Z “ofting Lisbon and travelled 
!.« Portugal j uesday. 

a spokesman for the 
-Ayr: tier. Soccer Federation 
:r.7S V/eriresday they had 
7 cl sent the player’s in- 
.i“rtlona! registration card 
: 7-c i '-j-g on the instruc- 
“FA. the interna- 
-;^:csr federation. 
Ttyriian club Zamalek, 
% are backing the Nige- 
r.iii's move ?o Lisbon which 
will earn them more money, 
cia : m :r:- transfer was not 
•:r : -/reled and the federation 
noted vTcr.gly. 

1 .I:.; Egyptian federation 
! . : 7:.t "decision without 

cc^uitir-g with us first, a 
i.tove we consider as illegal,” 
Zamalek chairman Galal 
i 'era him told Reuters 
V'ecnesday. 

“Our agreement with 
IvJsb'jrg was not completed 
I; .vivf e ’ the club failed to 
c"r demands. We .put 


Egyptian dub return to 

three dear conditions which T ■ 1 r-l/AV / I A 
were not met." I U I l\t/ y III 

>-7j& ctirl 7'imnlAV h*iH Ha. 


three dear conditions whidi 
were not met." 

He said Zamalek had de- 
manded a written commit- 
ment from Amunike saying 
the wanted to play for the 
German dub and agreeing to 
waive all financial dues itom 
Zamalek. The third condition 
was an $800,000 transfer fee. 

“Duisberg accepted the 
third condition and promised 
us $800,000, but ignored the 
other two which we consider 
vital, and without it we con- 
sider the contract invalid," 
Ibrahim explained. 

Ibrahim said he had in- 
structed fais bank to freeze 
any money from the German 
club until a final decision is 
taken by FIFA, which be said 
was scheduled for Aug. 25. 

Zamalek have been 
offered $900,000 from Sport- 
ing Lisbon. 

“We have accepted Sport- 
ing's offer, which is better for 
us, and we have signed a 
contract with them,” said 
Ibrahim. 

Sporting chairman Jose 
Sousa Gntra signed a con- 
tract with Zamalek in the 
presence of Amunike. 

“Amunike told me the deal 
with Duisburg was made 
under pressure from Niger- 
ia's Dutch World Cup Cle- 
mens Westerhof. He signed 
in my presence in Cairo for 
Sporting." Ibrahim said. 


1 5 day 



j %vho r?;usi have the following qualifications 
Secretarial diploma 
7. 7 Sii?nt in both Arabic & English 
7. Able io write correspondences in both 
languages 

*!. Willing and able to work in a busy 

Livironment 

a A Has? ai least 5 years experience 
7 , Enjoys working in a friendly atmosphere 

1 ‘ )■“" 

:: r _ 

IS f. .A* shall offer an attractive salary to the 
•: candidate. 

A 'Applications must be hand-written in 
'English & Arabic, and sent with CV. to 


ANKARA, Turkey - - 
Turkish soccer star 
Colak said Tuesday h_* would 
return to Turkey to face his 
jail sentence in 10 to 15 days. 

Colak flew, to Macedonia 
last Wednesday following his 
conviction for smuggling a 
luxury car, 24 hours before a 
ban was .Imposed on him 
leaving the country. 

It led to speculation that be 
would evade imprisonment 
by staying abroad. 

“I did not ran away, I will 
return to my country as soon 
as possible,” Colak told the 
Anatolia news agency in a 
telephone interview. “I will 
face whatever punishment I 
am given.” 

Europe’s leading scorer in 
the 1987-88 season and win- 
ner of the Golden Boot 
Award faces 22 months in 
prison and a fine of 772 mil- 
lion lire ($23,000) when he 
returns to Turkey. He has 
been banned from profes- 
sional soccer for life. 

Colak said he had left Tur- 
key in order to represent his 
country one last time by play- 
ing for a World 11 agairttt 
Russia in St. Petersburg Aug. 
7. He was dropped from the 
world team following last 
week’s developments. 

He has been replaced by 
Turkish striker Oguz Cetin. 



Algerian athlete Noureddiue Morce h waves while posing in fro«U (4 the time dock alter settiug a' new world recOTd( AFP photo) 

After setting new 3,000m world record 
Morceli looking ahead to more records 


another in 30 minutes,” he 
said. “Way to go Russia.” 

U.S. short track skater 
Andy Gabel, who won a 
bronze in the 1,000 metre, 
took die change in venue in 
stride. 

“They’re frying,” he said. 
“You can tell mis whole tiling 
is new for them. It’s kind of 
frustrating. You can get all 
mad about it. But it’s not 
going to change anything.” 


MONTE CARLO (R) — 
Noureddine Morceli says he 
can break every world record 
from the 800 to the 5,000 
metres before he hangs up his 
running shoes. 

And on the evidence of his 
st- igering ran why he set a 
m. v 3,000 metres world re- 
cc 1 at the Herculis Grand 
Prix Tuesday night; it would 
be hard to find anyone -to 
disagree with him. 

The 24-year-old - Algerian, 
who already holds the- world 
mile and 1,500 metres re- 
cords, demolished Kenyan 
Moses Kiptanni's 3,000 - re- 
cord of seven minutes 28.96 
seconds when he sped round 
seven and a half laps of the 
Louis II Stadium track in 
7:25.11. 

He ran the last lap in only 
55 seconds and earned . him- 
self a place in the record 
books alongside such illust- 
rious names as Michel Jazy of 
France, Kip Keino and Hen- 
ry Rono of Kenya and Said 
Aouita of Morocco, who 
have also held the mark. 


metres world record — the 
7:35.2 set by Britain's Bren- 
dan Foster Aug. 3, 1974. 

It is a measure of Moiceti's 
greatness and bow far the - 
event has moved in two de- 
cades that foster would have 
finished 50 metres behind the 
Algerian Tuesday. 

“It was a perfect night, 
there was a very nice breeze, 
just perfect for a record,”, 
said the Algerian after setting 
the sixth official new world- 
record of 1994. 

Morceli believes be is cap- ‘ 
able of holding every, middle- 
distance record in the book 
and repeated that'daim Toes-; 

day* 1 

“I can break 10 world re- 
cords,” he said. “Personally I 
think I can run the mile -in 
3:34 arid improve all the 
others up to S ,000 metres." 

His current mDe record is 
10 seconds outside that pre- 
dicted time, but his lelf-belief 
mirrors that of Aouita, 
another North African run- 
ner who often made out- 


”*Mtfrceli’s performance i achieved; them. dock. ...exclusive 

came one day before the 20th • . Aouita set" fiv^^^rwL re- . six mi- . klasse ti 

anniversary of another 3,000 ; cords during his heyday in the * notes ^ setSmds. kriowmg Be 1 Adg? 17. 


1980s: The 1,500m, 2,000m, 
■d, 000 m, two mites and 
5,000m. 

The one that still stands is 
the 2,000 metres, and it most 
poly be .a matter of time, 
before that mark, set in 1987, 
falls, probably to Morceli. 

Tuesday's attempt was su- 
perbly stage-managed- A 
year ago at me same meeting, 
Morceli missed breaking the 
same record by just 0.28 of a 
second. 

This time he began more 
cautiousiy with early pace- 
maker Joseph Chesire of 
Kenya taking him'- through 
the first 1,000 metres bang on 
schedule m two minutes 28 
seconds, and Moroccan 
Mahmed Choumassi .guiding 
him through 2,000 metres less 
' than a second over their 
- target time of. five minutes. 
With Ethiopian Haile Geb- 
reselaise, the 5,000 -metres 
world record holder, pushing 
him along for the next lap, 
Morceli gradually accelerated 
away to nm ( the, Jast . 550 
mcm^Hsfoinst . tjie dock! . 

HePISrTh^ fiell at six mi- 

. -MU TKcVS 


needed to ran the last lap in 
under 58 seconds, and never 
■faltered as he crossed the line 
55 seconds later. Hie time on 
the trackside dock which in- ' 
itialiy showed 7:25.13, was 
then rounded down to an 
even more iinp.ressive 
7:25.11. 

A week ago Morceli be- 
came embroiled in a row at 
tiie Goodwill Games for us- 
ing pacemakers in a cham- 
pionship jace when he set the 
year's fastest mile time of 
3:48.67. This time there was 
no argument about the 
pacesetting, an integral part 
of the grand prix circus. 
There was just talk of the 
next world record. 

Morcelf s sights ar^ now set 
on Gebreselaise7s - two- 
month-old 5,000 metres re- 
cord of 12:56. 96,. set in 
Hengelo, in the Netherlands 
June 4. 

Only Gebreselaise and 
Aouita have ever run the 
distance in under 13 minutes. 

. Morceli intends to join their . 
. exclusive club at the Welt- 1 
klasse meeting in Zurich 


Klinsmann denies he 
will be paid per goal 


Lawyers: Jordan’s father 
may have faked death 


BONN (R - ) — German 
striker Juergen Klinsmann 
has slammed British news- 
paper reports that he would 
pick up a cheque for every 
goal at his new English dub 
Tottenham and that had a 
reputation as a “conman" in 
tiie penalty area. 

“That is just rubbish they 
made up," Klinsmann Tues- 
day said in an interview with 
the German news agency 
SID. 

“Do you really believe that 


I would make my salary de- 

F and on the number of goals? 
need to learn a bit about the 


English media but the Ger- 
man journalists should not 
believe everything they read 
in the British tabloids .' 1 

Calling Klinsmann a “dive 
bomber” for a tendency for 
theatricals in the box. the 
tabloid Daily Mirror said 
Klinsmann would be earning 
£1 ,000 ($1 ,538) for every goal 
he scored. 

Even the conservative 
Times -said Klinsmann was 
one of the most bated figures 
in world football, saying he 
was '‘’regarded first and fore- 
most as football’s supreme 
conman.” 

Klinsmann, Germany's 
best player in their dis- 
appointing World Cup cam- 
paign, agreed last week to 


join Tottenham from French 
side Monaco in one of the . 
biggest surprises of the pre- 
season transfer deals. 

• But the ’former Intema- 
zionaie Milan and VFB Stutt- . 
gart striker has faced critical 
headlines in the British media 
since the deal- was, 
announced. * . 

Asked about, the reports 1 
that English ..referees would 
be less likely, to be fooled by 
diring in the area than -in the 
rest of Europe, Klinsmann 
said: “I can only repeat the 
comment (I made about the I 
money reports). — I 

“Anyway, the English de- 
fenders are hard but they are 
not unfair. The defen detS in 
France seem more unfeir 
than in England.’’ . ... . 

Klinsmann’s move tti 1 Eng- 
land came as a surprise to the 
German football world, 
during the World Cup .the 
former apprentice baker said ■ j 
he had turned down an offer | 
from England’s Evert on be- 
cause he wanted to play in 
Italy or Spain. 


LUMBERTON, N.C. (AF) 
— Michael Jordan’s father 
may have faked his own 
dead), defence lawyers in the 
murder case have argued. 

Attorneys for Daniel 
Andre Green, one of two 
men charged with killing Jor- 
dan last year, said in a motion 
that dire financial problerhs 
may have led the sports su- 
perstar's father to fake his 
own death and drop out of 
sight. 

James Jordan was “in very 
precarious financial position 
with the IRS. tire state de- 
partment of revenue, banks, 
credit card providers and 
other creditors,” according to 
■ papers filed Iasi Friday in 
'Robeson County superior 
court. 

“...It is not unreasonable 
or unrealistic that Mr. Jordan 
may have purposely and 
voluntarily disappeared and 
; that the .body which was disc- 
overed is not . the body of 
James Jordan," public defen- 
der Angus Thompson II and 
lawyer Woodberry Bowen 
1 claimed in one of several 


30-year-oid . for- - 1 motions field on behalf of 


ward said he was impressed 
with the way Tottenham 
chairman Alan Sugar had 
worked to clinch the deal. 

“Things happened after 
the World Cup that I never 
thought would happen," -be 
said. “The Tottenham chair- 
man kept his cards on the 
table in a way that I have 
never experienced before. 


Green. 

Jordan was reported killed 
last summer as he napped in 
. his car by the side of a Robe- 
son County highway. A body 
.found in a South Carolina 
cteek was cremated by the 
time authorities suspected it 
was Jordan’s. It later was 
linked to Jordan through de- 
ntal records. 



iw? INTERNATIONAL 

j| ^ COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
P.O.BOX 2002, Ktillda, Amman 

Now regi st ering for September 1994 

Children are accepted between the ages of 3-1 1 
years and we-’are the only, school in Amman to offer 
the full British Curriculum adapted for the Interna- 
tional Community. 

Our language of instruction- is English with special 
support for non-English speakers. Staff are U.K. 
qualified Music, P:E. and Drama are taught by. 
specialists' rigW'-thfOugh ttte school. French and 
Arabic are • also; offered. The school provides a ! 
pleasant stimulating environment - care is taken to. j 
meet the .needs .pf each individual child. Visits ! 
encouraged :/ .‘f; 

The school is opetf&Vety Monday morning, 9 
a.m. - 12 noon, throughout July and August. 
Get further -details bv/TeL: 841070 Fax: 847109 


We require a first- class Marketing and Operations Manager, 
with extensive experience In modem tools of marketing. 

* Office Management of fclariceting Data Files 

* Daily Briefings and Directives to Salesmen 

* Daily Field Work is a must 

* Seminar Presentation 

* Report, Analys' 5 

* Computer Prepared Presentation on 
(4) different outlets/operations 

Uate/Fenato Httnaflers sbouW h*v* experienc* *nd 

AirfinesJHotdsiTnvd Business, etc. 

Interested persons please call TURINO RatO.Tel on 816690 or 
883944; Far 863051; P.O. Box 5011, Amman - Jordan 


Investigators said, the elder 
Jordan was the victim of an 
apparent robbery attempt. 

Michael Jordan would not 
talk to reporters Tuesday 
night in Nashville, Tennes- 
see, following a doublehead- 
er between his baseball team, 
the Birmingham Barons, and 
the Nashville Sounds. 

Green and Larry Martin . 
Demery are charged with 
first-degree murder, armed 
robbery and conspiracy to 
commit armed robbery. They 
are being held in the Robe- 
son County jail without 
bond. 

- In another motion. 
Green's lawyers. say state 
officials are withholding evi- 
dence that could prove their 
client's innocence. . - 

The evidence includes 
financial records from James 
Jordan's Charlotte-based 
company — J.V.L Enter- 
prises Inc. — and six credit 
cards. 

One motion describes 
more than $40,000 in federal 
tax hens against J.V.L Enter- 
prises for unpaid employee 
withholdings. Another mo- 
tion describes undelivered 
and uncashed pay checks in 
December 1992. 

Other motions suggest that 
“James Jordan was involved 
in gambling to excess and 
beyond his means," and refer 
to “what was probably an 
embarrassing paternity suit 
or support” filed against Jor- 
dan m Illinois. 

Thompson and Bowen also 
said state officials were with- 
holding evidence, particular- 
ly dental records and medical 
reports. 

Attorneys and investiga- 
tors have been ordered not to 
discuss the case before it 
comes to trial. 



taekwondo 
in CflympicSi 

- By Rama Hnssetari -v ■■ 

Special to the Jordan Timet 

AMMAN —7 The Intenia- l 
tional Olympic Committee 
(IOC) has told His Royal . 
Highness Crown Prihce ■ 
Hassan that it will consider., 
including taekwondo in fu- 
ture Olympic events. 

In a letter sent to Prince , 
Hassan, IOC. President 
Juan Samaranch thanked 
His Royal Highness for a 
letter sent earlier request- 
ing that taekwondo become 
an Olympic sport. 

According t<5 Majed . J 
Mansour, the secretary ofc ‘ 
the Jordan Tae kwondo* j-. 
Federation (JTF)£ Prince^ ■ 
Hassan, who is the chair- ■ 
mail of the Higher poundl 
of Defence Sports, sent the 
letter on June 26 asking the 
IOC to consider the issue. 

“The IOC president said 
the proposal has beeit listed 
on the committee’s agenda 
and will be discussed in its.;, 
next meeting due in:. 
September,” Mr. Mansour . 
told the Jordan Times. . : - 
“The reply to .the ; ; 
prince’s letter was to thank ; 
His Highness and to assure, 
that ms ’support of ■ the. 
sport has been duly noted,” 
said Mr. Manso ur. . 

Since the JTF’s establish-:; 
meet in 1979, Jordanian 
taekwondo players haye: t -. 
collected 359 Arab, As&qn: 
and international medab,^>. 
including three Olympic^, 
medals during the 1988 n- 
Seoul Olympics and three. j 
moTe in ' the Barcelona^ 
Games in 1992. * 

In tiie 12th Asian Taek- 
wondo Championship held- < 
im Manilla last April, Jar- - ;• 
dan occupied . the fifth-: 
place. : j . ■ 


Detective 

demands 

M’ ; 

retraction 
of claims 
he framed ; 
Simpson 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 
defective who testified that 
he found a bloody glove at 
O J. Simpson’s estate will sue 
unless Simpson’s attorneys' 
retract claims that he planted 
the evidence, his lawyer said, 

A July 25 article in' tiie' 
New Yorker magazine: 
quoted unnamed leading^ 
members of Simpson’s de-j 
fence team as saying they 
might argue that Mark Fetor-' 
man found two gloves at tHd . 
murder scene, -then planted^ 
one outside Simpson’s man- 
sion. ........ 

On Monday, Fuhrman’s 
attorney, Robert Toarfelot^j 
demanded a retractiori i 

apology front Simpson, art . 
ney Robert Shapiro • 

measurable” pain arid*, 
anguish suffered by tfcfe dffic^ ? 
er and' his family. ‘ 

“You can help .eufe-tbe^- ; 
humiliation and hurt ffiegc - 
continue to experience,^ 
Tourtelot said in the letter to 
Shapiro. A copy was faxed ta - 
the. Associated Press. ^ ; . 

Fuhnnan denied planting 
the dove. Tourtelot .said ' he 
would sue Simpson and Sha- 
piro after Simpson’s double - 
murder trial to avoid com-, 
promising the c riminal case'!'. 

The allegations • ‘ ‘are [ noJ i 
only false and Hbeioos, ihey^ 
are simply outrageous? JancK 
despicable, Toiprtelpt, - 
wrote. 

Shapiro denied malting the"- - 
comments after the New Yor- .. 
ker article appeared. He did ' 
not return a telephone mes- ' 
sage Monday. r % - 

Simpson, 47, has pleaded : 
innocent' to the June 12 • 
slashing murders of Nicole 
Brown Simpson, 35, . and , 

' Ronald Goldman; 25. Hi re-' ; 
mains jailed witboot bafl. ^ - 



SWETFIYEH 

The vanning number in tha nffla for (he return ticket Amman-/ 
Roma - Amman, presented by Royal Jordanian AJrfines is ' 


The guest, chosen 

random, on the 1894, YaHdity 30 Days. I 
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Graf dominates Dechaume-Balleret in Carlsbad 


CARLSBAD, California (R) 
—Top seed and world num- 
ber one Steffi Graf and 
fourth-seeded American 
Lindsay Davenport rolled to 
straight-set second-round vic- 
tories on Tnesday at die. 
$400,000 Toshiba tennis clas- 
sic. 

Graf, the three-time and 
defeating champion, cruised 
past an admittedly intimi- 
dated Alexia Dechaume- 
Balleret of France 6-0 6-1 in 
47 minut es. Dav en por t , the 
world’s sixth-ranked player, 
overpowered Stephanie Rot- 
tier of die Netherlands 6-2 
6-3. 

Graf, who won an exhibi- 
tion tournament in New 


Jersey two weeks ago, looked 
impr e ss ive in her first sanc- 
tioned tournament since 
being stnnned by American 
Lori McNeil in a first-round 
match at Wimbledon June 
20. 

“It was easy out there,” 
-said Graf. “1 felt from any- 
where I could- hit winners, 
especially off my forehand. It 
was a really good feeling out 
there. I just go for it and it 
just went wherever I wanted 
it to." 

The 25-year-old German 
began slowly, committing 
two of her four double faults 
in the opening game but sur- 
viving hfcr only break point of 

the match. 


After that, the reigning 
Australian Open champion 
went into high gear. Display- 
ing her signature laser-tike 
forehand, Graf won 11 suc- 
cessive games before 
Dechaume-Balleret held for 
her only game. 

It was Dechaume- 
Balleret's first match against 
Graf. 

“I was so nervous I 
couldn’t serve much of die 
time,'' said the 85th-ranked 
Frenchwoman, who 
won just 29 of 88 points and 
was broken five rimes. “My 
hand was so right, so heavy. 
It was very, very difficult. 

“I would be up 40-15 and 

normally would just serve the 


ball. Against her, I had to 
think about everything else, 
and that didn't give me much 
of a chance.” 

Davenport. 19, bad not 
played a hardcourt match 
since the Lipton Cham- 
pionships in March. But the 
powexfoily-bmlt six-foot-two 
(1.88 metres) base liner was 
sharp while banging out a 
convincing victory against the 
Dutch player, ranked 60th. 

“1 thought 1 played pretty 
well today.” said Davenport, 
a member of the U.S. Fed- 
eration Cup team. 

“I felt very comfortable 
out there and never really 
threatened. I didn’t break her 
dial much (three times) but I 


held my serve throughout the 
match. I served very well. So 
I'm pretty happy with the 
way 1 played.” 

In other second-round con- 
tests. sixth seed Julie Hatord 
of France ousted Elena 
Likovtseva of Kazakhstan 6-1 
2-6 6-0 and 16th-secdcd 
American Lisa Raymond 
beat Andrea Strnadova of the 
Czech Republic 6-3 6-1. 

French Open champion 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario and 
Wimbledon winner Conchita 
Martinez, the world’s num- 
ber two and three players, 
both from Spain, were due to 
play second-round matches 
late Wednesday. 


Petchey upsets top-seeded Chang in L.A 
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WITH OHAR SHARIF 
4TANNAH HiRSCH 
01983 Dm, IMI 3K-. Inc. 


SHUT 2HE SCENE OF THE ACTION 


. Neither vulnerable. East dealC 
I NORTH ” 

♦AQJ974 
9 J 7 6 
■ 07 

* Q 10 3 

WEST EAST 

*K»6 *2 

? Void 9 ESS 2 

0J.8664 OAK 10 932 
*A8766 ♦ J 4 

SOUTH 

* 10 8 3 

TAQX09 64 • 

0Q 

* K 9 2 
Hm tariffing: 

Eest SonA West North 

1019 80 S? 

PAss . Pus Pass 

Opening lead: Five of 0 
Defense is the meet riiffiroit facet 

ofKriHgn to |f thfl dafi mAlTn 

are to prevail, there are times whim 
they hove to do thing s that, seem 
niemuly wrong. Consider tins 
hind, reported Joe Scott m the 
Mid-South Bridge Forum. 

■ We«C« high-level preempt forced 
North to suppress the good six-card 
*pede nit ala instead raise partner 
to thrfiv^levd with rather anemic 


three-card support. Fortunately. 
South’s suit was man then good 
enoug h. 

_ West led s diamond to East’s 
king. Let’s see whet might happen 
with passive defense. If East perse- 
veres withe diamond, dedarermuat 
eve to xnff in fa*"*!- A dob to 
the queen provides one entry to the 
table to lead the jock of hearts. 

Assume Eest does not cover. The. 
jack wins and declarer co ntinues 
with the seven, which Eest must 
cover with the wight. Declarer fi- 
nesses the nine, crosses to dnmmy 
with a spade finesse and repeats the 
trump finesse. After drawing the 
fin^ a ximphi mitt - 
ter to try imnther spade finesse and 
bring home the contract. 

Now let’s see what happens if 
East shifts to s spade at trick two! 
Declarer can win and take the 
trump finesse, but op in 
when East covets dummy’s spot on 
the second round. When South tries 
to reach the table in dube. West can 
pap up with the ace and return a 
aod East's niff seta the con- 
tract. No matter how the declarer 
tw is t s and ta rn s the defenders will 
■mi up with a triek in each suit 
except spades . 


Furnished Apt, To Let 

oi.itiun .Libel Amman, Between Fourth A: 
Fit tli < ireles. ! wo Bedrooms, 1 wo Bath rooms, 
Kitchen, Living Area, A Two Verandas. Newly 
Furnished. 

For More Information TEL. 825924 
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Airconditioners 
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HOUSEKEEPING MANAGER 

* Alternate Housekeeping Manager required for 
a Luxury FiatO.Tei 

■ Experience in 5-Star Hotel a must - Fluency in . 
English - Hard work and systematic reporting is 
expected of her/him. 


Interested Persons Please Call : 816690 - 863944 


LOS' ANGELES (AP) — 
Mark Petchey believed he 
had Michael Chang’s number 
long before the first match 
between the two was com- 
pleted. It sounds as though 
Chang realised it, too. 

Petchev, the world’s 89th- 
ranked player, capitalised on 






a strong serve Tnesdav to 
upset the rim-seeded Chang 
7-5, 6-2 in afim-round match 
of the Los Angeles Open. 

Petchey, of England, 
needed only 72 minutes to 
beat the world’s sixth-tanked 
player. 

Petchey sensed victory 
three games into the second 
set 

“Once I got up a break in 
the first set, my confidence 
went up,” he sakL “I was 
fresh today. I played pretty 
much as weO as I could play. 
When I was up 34), I knew I 
had it He obviousl y didn’t 
play iris best match, but I had 
to stay with him. He’s cap- 
able of co min g back.” 

Petchey served seven aces 
and Chang had problems 
with the serves be managed 
to return. 

“He served very well to- 
day,” Chang said. “He had 


Australia hopes for 2.1 
million Olympics visitors 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Austra- 
‘ tian tourism chiefs issued a 
report Wednesday saying the. 
staging of the . Olympic - 
Games here in 2000 could be 
worth an extra 2.1 million 
overseas viators over the 
next 10 years. 

The Olympics could attract 
an adtirional 449,000 viators ■ 
•to Australia in 2000, • 482^00 
in 2001 and 386,600 the fol- 
lowing year, said tie Austra- 
lian Tourist Commission re- 
port, tided Tourism Market 
Potential Targets. 

In 2004, tie commission 
aimed for a total 8.4 million 
tourists spending 15.7 billion 
Australian dollars (Sll bil- 
lion) and, over tie 10-year 
period, it tai$etted a total of 
66 million visitors spending 
120 bitiioa dollars. 

Jon Hutchison, managing 
director of the commission, 
said major events such as tie 
1988 Bicentenary of the 


Euro p e an settlement in Syd- 
ney had major benefits for 
tourism. 

Overseas interest in Au- 
stralia also soared when 
failed : entrepreneur Alan 
Bond won yachting’s ^westi- 
gjons America’s Cup in 1983, 
.he said.. 

The industry would aim to 
get 6.8 million visitors in 
2000, Hutchison said, adding 
Australia could achieve 
annual tourism growth of 9.4 
per cent between 1994 and 
2004, compared with a rate of 
12 per emit between 1983 and 
1993. 

Its target for attracting 
tourists from Japan, the Un- 
ited States and Europe had 
been lowered due to sluggish 
eoooomic conditions in those 
areas, while targets for tour- 
ists from Asian countries ex- 
cfaxfiu Japan had been re- 
vised upwards. 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished flat consisting of two bed- 
rooms, located at 4th Circle, Jabal Amman. 
JD 400 per month. 

Tel. 642855 


SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located in Sweffieh area, behind St. Mary the Virgin 
Church, near Mira Supermarket 
Consists of 3 bedrooms including a master bedroom, 3 
bathrooms, salon, separate living roan, spacious kitchen 
with cupboards. 2. balconies. 

Please call 628142. 


_FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT— 

. (for a family) 

Roof with is very special furniture, overlooking pleasant surround- 
ings next to dead end. with Rft. private door to staircase, with 
telephone, fax machine, 2 television sets one of which 29 in ches, 
2 videos. Consisting of 3 bedrooms. Including a master bedroom 
with lounge, salon, - sitting room aid luxurious and unique 
furniture. An rooms and halts fitted with Chinese carpets, fully 
equipped kitchen with counter, microwave, a luxury dining room, 
together with a washing machine and drying machine. 

Note: Rent for at least 2 years. 

' For Information call tel. 837395 


o pp ort uni ties to win a lot of 
free points, especially on . his 
second . serve. He played 
some good tennis today. 

“Health wise, I'm fine. 
Mentally, not too good. My 
confidence level is down. It’s 
tough to be a fighter when 
you can’t do what you want 
to do. It’s frustrating, it gives 
tie other gay more confi- 
dence, an a he pats more 
press u re on you.” 

Petchey next faces Mark 
Woodforde of Australia in 
tie second round of the 
$313,750 tournament at the 
Los Angeles Tennis Centre. 
Woodforde advanced Tues- 
day with a 2-6, 6-4, 6-4 vic- 
tory over Alex O’Brien. 

No. 7 seed Brad Gilbert 
was also an npaet victim, 
losing to Jared Palmer 6-7 
(5-7), 6-3, 6-4. 

In other first-round match- 
es Tuesday, No. 2 Boris 
Becker of Germany etimin- 
ated Grant Stafford of South 
Africa 7-5, 6-3; No. 3 Andre 
Agassi overpow ere d Nicklas 
Kohi of Sweden 6-2, 6-1; No. 
6 Jason Stoltenberg of Au- 


stralia beat Thomas Enqvist 
of Sweden 7-5, 6-4, and 
Chuck Adams rallied for a 
6-7 (7-9), 6-0, 64, victory 
over Siefano Pescosolido of 
Italy. 

Becker won tie final five 
games of tie first set and tie 
first two of tie second before 
Stafford finally held. But 
Becker held hs service tie 
rest of tie way and finished 
off tie match with a break. 

Agassi, coming off a vic- 
tory in the Canadian Open, 
needed just 54 minutes to 
dispose of Kulti. Recently, 
Agassi has been getting some 
coaching help from Gilbert. 
Since Gilbert was upset by 
Palmer, be will have more 
time to help Agassi, at least 
for tie rest of the week. 

“Brad has been helping 
more with strategy, tie men- 
tal part,” Agassi said. “It’s 
giving me more consistency. 


Bnt 1 still play my game, and 
it’s nice to be on your game.” 
The weekkmg tournament 
finishes Sunday. The singles 
champion earns $42,000 and 
tie runner-up $24,150. 



Michael Chang 


Alahlia ~ Abela 
Superstore 
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Cinema 

Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


Cinema TeL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Shari bah- Mahmoud Hamideh — 
. Hussein Fahmi in 

! Richard Gere/Sharon Stone 

in 

Women's market 

Arabic 


HOOK 

Stem: 1230, 3.-00 

CONCORD «2’ 

lUUffl Wffl tOWWOOD 


Arabic . **■« »* , __ . 

__ L Next show we present Rabiah 

1 ?- in, 3:15. 5. 6 -jo, 8 jo, lOJO p.tn. Shahab in tbe comedy: 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 1 Tel.: 675571 1 Nabil & Hisbam’s Tel.: 625155 

AMMOUN I liabg A1 WUwhtni Theatre j AH LAN THEATRE 

drama and Theatre “ 


John Saxon/Sherrte Rose — in 


rv< i ’ l ‘ J 771 i •T7T H 


Shows: 123Q, 3 JO. 6:00 

Starting Aug. 15 tie political play 

“SAHRA KANAUN1EH” 


Today & Everyday 
Abu^Awwad in social comedy 





Present their piay: 
WHAT A PEACE! 
(Satan* Ya 'Salem) 

Daily at 8:30 p.rn 
The theatre is closed on Tue 
days. 
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Saleh visits Aden, 
declares it winter 


Sanaa seeks 
extradition 
of exiles 


capital of Yemen 


ADEN (R) — President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh returned in 
triumph to Aden on Wednes- 
day for the fim time since 
his forces captured the for- 
mer southern secessionist 


bastion four weeks ago and 
.declared it Yemen’s new win- 


ter capital. 

“Aden will be the winter 
capital of the Republic of 
Yemen starting this year.” 
Mr. Saleh said in a speech to 
a cheering crowd of hundreds 
of invited guests. 

Mr. Saleh told the politi- 
cians, officials and business- 
men who bad come to greet 
him that the two months of 
civil war that ended on July 
7 had cost the country $4 
billion plus S3 .5 billion in 
damage to basic infrastruc- 
ture and services. 

He said that Aden, sacked 
by looters after the war and 
badly damaged in weeks of 
bombing and siege, would be 
the base of all government 
institutions in the winter 
months. 

“This decision has been 
taken by the political lead- 
ership in the best interests of 
the nation and confirms the 
importance of Aden as a ma- 
jor port and a free trade zone 
and the economic capital of 
Yemen.” Mr. Saleh told the 
crowd. 

The fall of Aden marked 
the end of the war between 
mainly northern forces loyal 
to Mr. Saleh and southern 
secessionists led by his for- 
mer vice-president, Ali 
Salem A1 Baidh. 

It was Mr. Saleh’s first visit 
to his southern rival’s bastion 
in ■ nearly one-and-a-half 
years characterised by con- 
flict over power sharing 
which led to all-out war on 
May 4. 

Mr. Saleh, who argued that 


he fought the war in order to 
preserve the Yemen union 
forged in 1990, said he 
wanted to restore normal life 
to Aden and make it “a 
model city for die whole of 
Yemen.” 

“We will give Aden the 
highest priority to lilt it out of 
its problems... to return it to 
its position as one of the 
world’s principal free trade 
ports,” be said. 

His remarks were meant to 
cheer the 350,000 people of 
the war-battered city that 
continues to softer severe 
shortages of food and water 
and where the collapse of 
basic services such as sanita- 
tion has caused an outbreak ~ 
of cholera. 

He told Aden’s citizens 
they had been led into a 
secessionist war “by outlaws 
who considered themselves 
custodians of this city.” 

Mr. Saleh blamed Mr. 
Baidh’s Yemen Socialist Par- 
ty (YSP), which ruled the 
former South Yemen before 
the union, for the war. 

Mr. Saleh charged the YSP 
was responsible for the suf- 
fering of foe people of Aden, 
saying its leaders should have 
given up foe fight once it was 
clear they were losing foe 
war. 

Mr. Baidh and YSP minis- 
ters who backed the break- 
away state fled the country 
just before the end of the 
war and have taken refuge 
abroad. They are on a list of 
16 people wanted by Sanaa 
for trial. 

Mr. Saleh, responding to a 
list of demands submitted by 
a spokesman for southern 
businessmen, said he had re- 
peated an order to puli all 
Sanaa government troops out 
of Aden and into barracks 
outside foe city. 


YEMEN'S government on 
Wednesday reiterated that 16 
political leaders on a wanted 
list were not covered by a 
general amnesty granted to 
southern exiles and asked 
competent authorities to seek 
their extradition. 

“The cabinet wants to clar- 
ify foe general amnesty law 
does not apply in any way to 
those against whom an arrest 
warrant was issued by the 
prosecutor-general,” a state- 
ment after foe cabinet meet- 
ing said. 

The warrant was issued in 
May shortly after the start of 
foe civil war against politi- 
cians led by southern leader 
Ali Salem A1 Beidh. 

Political sources said the 
statement was meant to dar- 
-tfy ambiguity -arismg-frotn a 
speech by President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh on Sunday in 
which he named only four 
leaders saying be would ask 
countries sheltering them to 
hand them back for trial. 

The four men named were 
Mr. Beidh, foe former prime 
minister of foe secessionist 
state, Haidar Abu Bakr A1 
Attas, its former vice- 
president Abdul Rahman A1 
Jifri and former Defence 
Minister Haifoam Qassem 
Taber. 

The statement, reported by 
Sanaa Radio, asked “compe- 
tent authorities to cany out 
necessary contacts with the 
countries at which those 
wanted had sought refuge for 
their extradition to stand 
trial.” 

The cabinet urged south- 
ern exiles who backed the 
rebellion to return home 
quickly before an Aug. 15 
deadline. 

The exact number of 
Yemenis who would benefit 
from the amnesty is not 
known but diplomats esti- 
mate that it covers betwe en 
10,000 and 15,000 people. 


5 French killed in Algiers; 
Juppe and Pasqua fly in 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — An 
unprecedented shootout on 
Wednesday between French 
military guards and suspected 
Islamic insurgents trying to 
plant a carbomb left force 
guards and two French con- 
sular workers dead. 

France's defence and fore- 
ign ministers arrived in 
Algiers for urgent consulta- 
tions with the military- 
backed government on step- 
ping up security for foe re- 
maining French nationals in 
the country. 

The deaths brought foe 
□umber of foreigners assas- 
sinated in Algeria since last 
September to 56. As usual, 
no one claimed responsibil- 
ity. Authorities referred to 
"terrorists," their usual terra 
for Islamic gunmen. 

The shootout was the first 
between the gunmen and 
foreign guards protecting 
their nationals in the in- 
creasingly dangerous capital. 
Lt was unknown whether any 
of the gunmen was killed or 
wounded. 

According to Algerian au- 
thorities, at least four gun- 
men in a car attacked a 
French guard post near a 


school in ‘Am Allah, ahigb- 
security residential area 
southwest of Algiers. Two 
French guards were killed. 

The French foreign minis- 
try reported that a second 
shootout broke out inside the 
compound, home to most of 
France's diplomatic person- 
nel. A French guard was kil- 
led and another wounded. 
The two consular workers 
were killed leaving their 
house to go to work. 

The gunmen had tried to 
place a car bomb outside a 
building, said Catherine CoV- 
onna, a French foreign minis- 
try deputy spokeswoman. It 
was safely defused. 

It was unclear if the booby- 
trapped car was foe same one 
used to enter foe area, or 
how the gunmen fled. 

A source dose to Algerian 
Intelligence said Wednes- 
day's assailants were dis- 
guised as elite “ninja” com- 
mandos and drove a 
paramilitary-style patrol 
vehicle in front of foe booby- 
trapped car. 

The high-risk complex is 
guarded by France’s elite 
gendarmerie iutervuetion 
group (GIGN). 


The French government, 
condemning foe “barbaric 
act,” dispatched foreign and 
defence ministers Alain Jup- 
pe and Francois Leotard to 
Algiers after foe bloodiest 
single killing of French 
nationals since armed Muslim 
fundamentalists warned fore- 
igners last year to leave 
Algeria or face death. 

Mr. Juppe said on arrival 
that he had come “to investi- 
gate with leaders of foe 
French community, in par- 
ticular our ambassador, on 
further measures to take and 
which are foe French govern- 
ment’s responsibility, to pro- 
vide foe best possible secur- 
ity*” 


MfT Leotard earlier said 
about 70 French nationals 
lived on compound and that 
foe attack had been planned 
as a car-bomb but that foe 
“booby-trapped car was de- 
fused just in time.” 

Mr. Juppe also planned to 
talk to Algerian authorities 
about security, he said, after 
the interior ministry here 
issued a statement expressing 
“deep revulsion” at the 
“odious attack." 


3 shot dead 
in riot-hit 
Nigerian 
capital 


LAGOS (R) — Police in 
strike-bound Lagos on 
Wednesday shot dead at least 
three pro-democracy demon- 
strators demanding the re- 
lease of presidential claimant 
Moshood Abiola, witnesses 
said. 

Mr. Abiola's trial on 
treason charges, which has 
plunged Nigeria into turmoil 
and sparked a general strike, 
was adjourned in the capital 
Abuja on Wednesday until 
Aug. 16. 

Bola Tinubu, a former 
senator, said demonstrators 
paraded foe body of one of 
thetr dead colleagues around 
foe palace of foe traditional 
ruler of Lagos city, Oba 
Oyekan. 

Mr. Tinubu said the pro- 
testers also reported that two 
other demonstrators were 
shot dead by the police. 

“They wanted the Oba to 
know that the police are kill- 
ing our people," Mr. Tinubu 
said. 

Another witness told Reu- 
ters he saw two corpses along 
foe Oshodi expressway in 
mainland Lagos. 


Turkey puts Kurd MPs 
on trial; raids kill 150 


ANKARA {Agencies) — 
Turkey put six Kurdish law- 
makers on trial Wednesday 
on charges of separatism and 
threatening state security, as 
it reporting killing 150 rebels 
in air raids. 

The court rejected as 
appeal from defence lawyers 
that foe case be dismissed 
because it violated "foe con- 
stitution and all international 
laws.” 

The six, on trial in foe 
State Security Court, have 
been under arrest since their 


parliamentary immunity was 
lifted in March and face 


possible death sentences. 

There was heavy security 
at the court and police dis- 
persed a crowd of several 
hundred supporters who bad 
gathered outside for the 
arrival of the defendants. 

The six were stripped of 
their membership of parlia- 
ment after Turkey’s constitu- 
tional court dissolved their 
pro-Kurdish Democracy Par- 
ty (DEP) in June. 

Five of foe ex-MPs belong 
to foe DEP.whQe foe sixth is a 
former DEP member turned 
independent. 

They are accused of form- 
ing a political wing within 
parliament of foe Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK), which 


has led a 10-year-old rebel- 
lion in southern Turkey, and 
of having compaigned for an 
independent Kurdish state in 
eastern and southeastern 
Turkey. 

The defendants are Hatip 
Dicle, Ahmet Turk, Orhan 
Dogan, Sirri Sakik, and 
Leyla Zana. members of the 
dissolved DEP, and Mahmut 
Aimak, the independent who 
resigned from the DEP. 

Meanwhile, army spokes- 
man Dogu Silahdoglu said 
that warplanes had destroyed 
a PKK training camp across 
the boder in northern Iraq on 
Tuesday, killing more than 
120 guerrillas. 

Another cross-border air 
raid on Sunday left 30 rebels 
dead and 44 wounded, be 
said. 

“More than 120 bandits 
were destroyed in air action 
by Turkish warplanes on Au- 
gust 2 on a separatist training 
camp in the Hakuric region,” 
Col- Silahdoglu said. 

Hakuik lies 25 kilometres 
south of foe Turkish border 
province of Hakkari. 

In an earlier air raid on 
July 31. at least 30 PKK 
guerrillas were killed in 
Sinat-Haftanin region in 
northern Iraq, dose to Tur- 
key’s Uludere border town. 
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Iraq: Kuwait misleads world on PoWs 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Iraq’s 
Arab League mission in 
Cairo a c cused Kuwait on 
Wednesday of misleading 
world public opinion on 
Kuwaitis believed held by 
Baghdad, saying the 
had refused tolet some of its 
citizens home after the Gulf 
war. 

“Iraq will not succumb to 
pressures by oppoang sides 
whose concern may not lie in 
solving foe problem but in 
using it for political reasons,” 
a statement by foe Iraqi nris- 
sion said. 

Kuwait says Baghdad still 
holds about 600 of its nation- 
als detained after Iraq’s 1990 
invasion of the emirate. 

The statement said Kuwaiti 
authorities allowed only 707 
of their citizens to ret u rn 
home from a total of 4,314 
held by Baghdad. It did not 
say whether foe prisoners 
whose return Kuwait de- 
mands were among them. 

- After the 1991 war Kuwait 
refused to let in stateless 
Arabs — known as bedoun 

— cross its borders from 
Iraq. 

The mission listed what it 


said were instances of Kuwait 
refusing suggestions from 
other Arab states to inter- 
vene and solve the issue. 
“Iraq has cooperated with 
international agencies and 
d iffere nt parties i nte n d in g to 
resolve this issue without 
abusing it for political 
reasons,” it added. 

The statement said 6,528 
foreigners and Kuwaitis woe 
released through foe Interna- 
tional Committee of foe Red 
Cross. 

Iraq h** re pe atedly denied 
the presence of any Kuwaitis 
on its territory. But on July 1 
it promised to investigate foe 
fate of people Kuwait says 
are still missin g. Kuwait has 
asked Iraq for a report on 
their fate by the end of Au- 
gust. 

Tuesday was the fourth 
anniversary of Iraq’s invasion 
of Kuwait. A U.S.-led multi- 
national alliance ousted the 
Iraqis: ' Kuwait s&kNm ‘-Sun- 
day foe U:N : Guitarists tf&de 
blockade should be main- 
tained until all captive 
Kuwaitis are freed. 

Iraq boasted on Wednes- 
day of having made 39 missfle 


strikes on the "Zionist enti- 
ty,” the Iraqi News Agency 
(lNA) said in a commentary 
to mark the fourth 
anniversary of foe invasion. 

A report monitored in 
Cypres paid tribute to the 
Iraqi military industry prais- 
ing the developmnet of the 
Al Hussein qusale, a locally- 
modified version of the 
Soviet-built Scud with a 
range of 700 kilometres. 

The missiles were used to 
bomb Israel and 43 were also 
fired on Saudi- Arabia. 

But INA did not mention 
Iraq’s current armaments 
programme. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton, marking the fourth 
anniversary of foe invasion of 
Kuwait, said Tuesday econo- 
mic sanctions win remain in 
place because Iraq poses “an 
unusual and extraordinary 
threat” to U.S. security. 

“Four years after the inva- 
sion, a pattern of defiance 
persists,” Mr. Clinton said in 
a report to Congress. 

*I%e president said the Ira- 
qi regime continues to violate 
human rights »nd ignores Un- 
ited Nations resolutions 


aimed at eliminating Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruction 
and achieving other goals. 

Mr. Clin ton cited Iraq’s 
refusal to: 

— Recognise its interna- 
tional boundaries with 
Kuwait; 

— Account for Kuwaiti 
citizens who were de tain e d 
and remain missing during 
foe occupation; 

— End its alleged spon- 
sorship of assassinations in 
Lebanon and northern Iraq; 

— Cooperate with 
weapons inspectors; and 

— End human rights viola- 
tions. 

“Hie policies and actions 
of the Saddam Hussein reg- 
ime continue to pose an un- 
usual and extraordinary 
threat to foe national security 
and foreign policy of foe Un- 
ited States,” Mr. Clinton 
said. 

“Because of Iraq’s failure 
to comply fully with (the Un- 
ited Nations) resolutions, foe 
United States will continue to 
apply economic sanctions to 
deter it from threatening 
peace and stability in the 
region,” the president said. 


PLO wants $40 million from! 
donors for power transfer 

Arafat says he is in despair 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) may need up 
to $40 million from donor 
nations to finance expected 
new responsibilities in the 
West Bank until it works out 
a system of taxation, a PLO 
official said Wednesday. 

Nabfl Shaath, chief Palesti- 
nian delegate to peace talks 
here, made foe statement as 
Israeli and PLO officials en- 
ded three weeks of discus- 
sions on widening foe author- 
ity of Palestinians in foe 
Israel-occupied territories. 
The talks will continue next 
week. 

The negotiations on so- 
called early ' empowerment 
were called for in the May 4 
Israeli-PLO accord on 
Palestinian autonomy in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

' It specified the two sides 
negotiate an early transfer of 
power over health, educa- 
tion, welfare, tourism and 
finance in foe rest of the West 
Bank- 

Major General Danny 
Rothschild, chief Israeli dele- 
gate. said negotiators have 
worked oat a budget of $50 
million for the five areas dur- 
ing foe first half-year. 

“We expect there might be 
a shortfall of $25 milli on to 
$40 million," Dr. Shaath 
said, adding that donors 
might be asked to cover that 
amount in the first six months 
while a taxation system was 
developed.' 

He said some of the money 
already was included in esti- 
mates of donor nations but 
the PLO must ensure the 
amount would be available. 

Donor states have pledged 
$2.4 billion over foe next 10 
years for Palestinian develop- 
ment, but they have insisted 
the PLO develop a plan for 
financial accountability be- 
fore delivering much of foe 
money. 

Negotiators say they have 
completed draft papers on 
health, education and wel- 
fare. Gen. Rothschild 
pointed out a problem with 
tourism that shows how the 
talks — like earlier negotia- 
tions on foe Gaza-Jericho 


plan — bog down in detail. 

Noting that many tourist 
sites were also archeological 
sites, be said a line must be 
drawn between foe two since 
authority over archaeology 
was not yet being transferred. 

“There has to be a clear 
distinction between author- 
ities or the archaeologists and 
foe tourism people will fight 
each other every day,” he 
said. 

Dr. Shaath said he hoped 
the talks could be completed 
in time for the transfer of 
power to start Aug. 15, but 
Gen. Rothschild refused to 
say when negotiations would 
end. 

“My experience is ... you 
know you're finished when 
you’re finished,” be said. 

Dr. Shaath also said ferae] 
will releases 10 Palestinian 
women prisoners on Friday 
and has promised to set free 
between 100 and 150 Palesti- 
nians who are in poor health. 

Dr. Shaath said foe release 
were agreed when be met 
Israeli Police Minister Moshe 
Shah al in Tel Aviv on Mon- 
day. 

“They rave us a promise to 
release 10 women prisoners 
and they are going to be 
released on Friday. They also 
promised us that between 100 
and 150 sick prisoners will be 

released,” Dr. Shaath told 
reporters in Cairo. 

“They promised other 
things, m chiding to improve 
the conditions for prisoners.” 
he added. 

Asked if the batch of sick 
prisoners included Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin, the founder 
of Hamas, Dr. Shaath said: 
“No, not, yet.” He did not 
say whether the Israelis had 
given a date for freeing the 
sick prisoners. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat warned in remarks 
published Wednesday that 
further delays in im- 
plementing the self-rule 
acccord could reignite 
Palestinian unrest. 

He also blamed foe Jewish 
State for stirring up trouble 
over Jerusalem mid described 
as “a waste of time” foe 
negotiations under way 


Cairo. 

“I am ringing warning bells 
so that you understand that 
the present situation can’t 
continue,” "Mr. Arafat said in 
remarks to Israeli peace 
activists published by the 
Hebrew daily Haaretz. 

He noted that Palestinian 
workers had protested 
violently last month over de- 
lays in crossing to foeir jobs 
in Israel and warned: “This 
will happen in many other 
places. It will spread and 
explode.” 


Mr. Arafat also said he was 
in despair over lade of aid 
and rifts with Israel over the 
future of Jerusalem. 

In a rare interview with an 
Israeli newspaper, foe daily 
Haaretz, be accused Israel of 
driving a wedge between Jor- 
dan and the Palestinians and 
said its Shin Bet secret police 
were plotting to foil the 
Israeli-PLO deal launching 
self-rule. 


"I am in despair,*' Mr. 
Arafat said. 

“The moment of truth has 
arrived, and alarm bells are 
ringing. I am finding it harder 
and harder to go on in tins 
situation, and the explosion is 
liable to come. 


Every day we are treated 
to a new dose of humiliation, 
and each is worse than the 
last.” 

Mr. Arafat said violence of 
the sort that erupted at foe 
Gaza Strip border crossing 
last month would recur if 
steps were not taken by Israel 
and donor countries to deliv- 
er promised aid. 

Mr. Arafat asserted that 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin’s invitation to 
King Hussein to visit Jeru- 
salem violated the Israel- 
PLO peace deal. 


“Does Rabin think he can 
rcsti g me a rift between the 
Jordanians and the Palesti- 
nians?" Mr. Arafat asked. 

. “Rabin knows that it’s my 
right to invite King Hussein " 
he sad. “If (Kind HukaL 


m 


if (King) Hussem 
comes, let him come; but this 
is a violation of the agree- 
ment." 


Syria and 
Iran slam 
Israel on 
weapons 


NICOSIA (AP) — Syria and 
Iran on Wednesday damme d 
Israel for acquiring advanced 
weapons, saying this would 
contribute to regional insta- 
bility rather than bolster the 
chances for Middle East 
peace. 

Syria’s government-run 
Tishrin daily said in an edito- 
rial: 

“Israel’s adherence to its 
armament programmes will 
keep foe region unstable and 
will eventually increase 
Israel’s arogance.” 

Iran, Syria’s dose friend 
and a vehement opponent of 
Arab-Israeli peace talks, said 
American leaders talk of 
peace in the Middle East, but 
contribute to tension by pro- 
riding Israel with advanced 
weaponry. 

Israel on Monday took de- 
ny ery of six of 50 surplus 
U.S. Air Force F-lfe. They 
were promised as part of foe 
Uhnton administration’s 
commitment to Israel tp 
maintain its technological. su- 
periority over Arab forces. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren . Christopher is ex- 
P&ted to launch a new shut- 
tle mission to the region. 

Syria’s state-nur Al Thaw- 
ra daily urged the United 
States to take a “clear 
stance” on the negotiations 
and pressure Israel to re- 
formulate its -polities and 
commit itself to “the prere! 
qwsites of the .peace 


pro- 


_ Official Tehran Radio said 
mat aims supplies to Israel 
contradict claims by U^ 
leaders that they want peace 
and^ stability in the Middle 


Supplying advanced 
to the Zionist reg- 
«me mtenafies the arms race 


region and endangers 

sccu rity, the 


"ft 

broadcast, monitored 
ui Nicosia, said the F-lfie 
^ wppUed i„ fee wifo 
Washington s intention to 
create a new regional order 
«th Isra.l 


. Israel 
darme.” 


Kono is richest 
minister In Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — Foreign 
Minister Yohet Kono b the 
richest Japanese ntinisttf 
while Prime Minister 
Tomikhi Murayama ranked 
14th among foe 21 cabinet 
members, an official repoit 
showed Tuesday. Mr. Kono, 

who is president of the liber- 
al Democratic Party (U3^ 
an d also deputy prime mob., 
ter, held assets w o rth L38% 

tuition yen (S13.& nxQlunO at* 
of June 30, the report sawTf 
Assets h eld by Hr.~ 
Murayama, cha irm a n of the 

Social Democratic VParty 
(SDP), were valued * 92 
million yen. National Land 
Agency director general 
Kiyoshi Ozawafrom foe LDp .. 
was the second-richest minis, 
ter with assets worth 547 nxB-. 
1km yen. He was followed by 
LDP member and Science 
and Technology 'Agency. 
Director General ‘ Malabo 
Tanaka with 280 million yea, 
while Chief Cabinet Secret- 
ary Kozo Igarashi from the . 
SDP was foe fourth inched 
with 233 million yea. The 
Murayama cabinet’s average 
asset comprising land; 
houses, deposits and tecut. 
ities was valued at 195|niUfeh. 
yen, larger than 170-nnfflioh- 
yen average for foe cabmet qf 
bis predecessor Tsutomu 
Hata. •*' - . 




Low-fat diets ‘do 
not equal 
longevity* 


CHICAGO (AFP): : ^ : 
While much-hyped as tieaftlK : 
ful , low-fat diets extend aver- 
age human life expectancy by . 

only a few months, accowfing 
to a study released Ihesdayv 
But the study by the Amer- 
ican Medical Association V 
Archives of Internal 
cine said quitting 
had a more prone 
effect on longevity, i 
life expectancies by : 2JSto? 
years fen- men ana 2J5.1 ' 
years for women, 
back on fiats to.W., 
itSqwunended by^eUX 
government — 10 p8^C4p(^ 
calories consumed —-adds an 
estimated 11 days t^ilinse 
months to a healthy, four's 
life, and three days to.two 
months to that of i heaftby 
woman, the study based dn 
U.S. and Canadian, health 
statistic said. Excess tfieqoy 
fiats can boost cholesterol 
levels. 



Hanging around 
in Austria 


«•- 


KLAGENFURT, Adatria 
(AFP) — A 62-year-old. 
woman was discovered Tues- 
day after spending foafe days : 
stock in a tree half way hjr a 
chff, local police said- 'The 
woman was found by an^to 
strian couple out walkhttife.i 
the mo untains in the. sOOtfe 
era Austrian province, of - 
Carmthia. They were alerted 
by the woman’s dries ‘ for 
help. The .woman, who ffesr 
originally from Germany fait j 
who had worked in tbe reoflo 
for many years, was 
freedom by hcticopter and^ 
taken to hospital, stfferu^ 
from shock hut with «&%$’ -- 
rious injuries. It appeartthe^ 
woman had been waDdmg fa ^ 
the mountains SundayjsoCT- : ; 
she feD over the : 

tree broke her fait. ,• 


Nursing horns - 
goes batty 


OLDENZAAL, NefoeriandT 1 
(AFP) — Dozens of bats-r' 
invaded a nursing home ovef 1 : - 
night in this eastern Dutch . - 
town, forcing the evacoatidp. 
°f an ekteriy lady, pbficeC 
said. Attendants were aksted . 
by the resident after toe-bats . 
scanned into her room, and»,’ : ' 
afraid to go near foe*a»?4 
tares, taey called the pb&t. „ 
The lady was moved to 
another room. The bats Were ■ 
s booed out the same window , 
by which they had entered 




China’s 
boomtown 
not flush with 
public toilets 

HONG KONG <R) 

sptatage of public toilets &. ^ 
thawing public fire in ShcnVf v 
znen, China’s most 
veloped city, the Beijing 1 
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“"frpffod China News 
J-Y (CNA) said Wi 
There are only 31 
toilets m the entire 3. 
tan ( 126 - 3 q-milc) Sh 
special economic 
bordering Hong Kons 

m foe capital, Beijing 
are 35 public toilets 
kilometre (0.4 
■gft Kon, 

CNA. said. 
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